
 

 

Curriculum Vitae 
 

George Steinmetz 
 
Address: 
University of Michigan    
Department of Sociology     
500 S. State St     
Ann Arbor, MI 48109-1382 USA   
Websites: http://www-personal.umich.edu/~geostein/ 
https://umich.academia.edu/GeorgeSteinmetz 
 
 
Employment: 
2017-2018  Visiting Professor, Institute for Advanced Study, School of 

Social Sciences, Princeton, NJ 
July 2016-present  Professor of Sociology, University of Michigan 
July 2004-present  Professor of Sociology and German Studies, , University of 

Michigan 
2009-present  Collegiate Professorship, University of Michigan  (Charles Tilly 

Collegiate Professor of Sociology) 
July 2008-June 2009  Visiting Professor of Sociology, New School for Social 

Research 
1-3/2007; 1-2/2012, 1-3/2014 Directeur d’études associé (visiting professor), École des hautes 

études en sciences sociales, Paris 
July 1997-June 2004  Associate Professor with tenure, University of Michigan, 

Sociology and German Studies 
August 1997-July 2002  Senior Research Associate, Department of Sociology, university 

of Chicago 
Oct. 1994-June 1997  Associate Professor with tenure, University of Chicago, 

Department of Sociology 
1987-Sept. 1994  Assistant Professor, University of Chicago, Department of 

Sociology 
 
Education: 
1985-1987  University of Wisconsin-Madison. Ph.D., Sociology (December, 1987). 

Ph. D. Thesis: “Social Policy and the Local State: A Study of 
Municipal Public Assistance, Unemployment Relief, and Social 
Democracy in Germany, 1871-1914”  

1983-1985  Research in Germany, enrolled at University of Mannheim, took classes 
at Free University of Berlin (1983-1985) 

1980-1983  University of Wisconsin-Madison. M.S. in Sociology (1983) 
  Master’s Thesis: “Economic Crisis and Collective Action: Working-

Class Protest against Unemployment in Paris during the 1880s”;B.A. in 
German Literature and Languages and Psychology (1980) 

1977-1979  University of Paris VI (exchange program with Sarah Lawrence College) 
1975-1979  Reed College 



George Steinmetz, curriculum vitae, p. 2 
 
 

 

 
Fellowships, Honors, and Grants: 
2012-2015 Grant from OVPR and LSA, University of Michigan, for project on 

“Social Scientists and Imperial Politics: Britain, France, and Germany, 
1930s-1960s”  

2011-2012 Exploratory research grant from the ASA/NSF Fund for the 
Advancement of the Discipline 

2011-2012 National Endowment for the Humanities Fellowship 
2011-2012 Norbert Elias Fellowship (Norbert-Elias-Stipendium), Deutsches 

Literaturarchiv Marbach (German Literature Archive, Marbach) 
2009 Collegiate Professorship, University of Michigan 
2008 Allan Sharlin Memorial Award from the Social Science History 

Association in 2008 for The Devil's Handwriting 
2008 Barrington Moore, Jr. Award for best book in the area of comparative 

and historical sociology, American Sociological Association (for The 
Devil’s Handwriting) 

2008 Mary Douglas Award for best book, awarded by the Culture Section of 
the American Sociological Association (for The Devil's Handwriting).  

2008  Rackham Distinguished Faculty Achievement Award, University of 
Michigan 

2008 Recipient of CNRS visiting foreign researcher position (poste rouge). 
2006 Lewis A. Coser Award for Theoretical Agenda Setting in Sociology, 

(American Sociological Association) 
2006-2007 Michigan Humanities Award 
2005-2006 Faculty Recognition Award for outstanding contributions as teacher, 

scholar, and member of the University of Michigan community 
2004 Exploratory research grant from the ASA/NSF Fund for the 

Advancement of the Discipline for production of documentary film 
“Detroit: Ruin of a City” 

2004-2005  Senior Fellow, Michigan Society of Fellows (resigned) 
2003-2004 Advanced Study Center, University of Michigan, seed grant for work on 

documentary film “Detroit: Ruin of a City” 
2001-2002  A. Bartlett Giamatti Faculty Fellow, Institute for the Humanities, 

University of Michigan 
2001 Travel grant from German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD) 
1999 Grant from the International Institute, University of Michigan, for the 

book series “Power, History, and Culture” (with Julia Adams) 
1995/1996  John Simon Guggenheim fellowship 
1995 Travel grant from German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD) 
1994 Exploratory research grant from the ASA/NSF Fund for the 

Advancement of the Discipline for research on colonialism 
1992-1996  Nomination and invitation to Center for Advanced Studies in the 

Behavioral Sciences (relinquished) 
1992 German Marshall Fund Fellow 
1990-1991  National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) research grant for 

University Teachers 
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1988-1995, 1996-1997  Social Science Divisional Research grant, University of Chicago 
1989 Teaching Award, Society for Social Research (awarded by University of 

Chicago graduate students in Sociology) 
1985-1986  Dean’s Fellowship, University of Wisconsin-Madison 
1985 University Fellowship, University of Wisconsin-Madison 
1984 Social Science Research Council International Doctoral Research 

Fellowship for Western Europe 
1983-1984  Recipient of German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD) Fellowship 

and Fulbright Fellowship (relinquished) 
1982 Council for European Studies Pre-Dissertation Fellowship 
1981-1982  University Fellowship, University of Wisconsin-Madison 
1975-1976; 1976-1977 Reed College, Faculty Commendation for Excellence in Scholarship 
 
Other Research and Professional Positions: 
Corresponding Foreign Member, Centre européen de sociologie et de science politique de la 

Sorbonne (CESSP-Paris) (formerly Centre de sociologie européenne), 2007-present 
Corresponding Member, Académie de Mâcon (Mâcon, France), Feb. 2014-present 
Member, Sociological Research Association (American Sociological Association) 
Faculty Associate, Weiser Center for Emerging Democracies, University of Michigan 
Faculty Associate, Center for  Chinese Studies, University of Michigan 
Faculty Associate, African Studies Center, University of Michigan 
Associate member, University of Chicago, Department of History (June 1990-1997) 
Associate member, Center for the Study of Urban Inequality at the Irving B. Harris Graduate 

School of Public Policy Studies, University of Chicago (1991-1997 ) 
Research Assistant, Department of Sociology, University of Wisconsin-Madison, international 

project on class structure and class consciousness, 1982-1983   
Research Assistant, Institute for Research on Poverty, University of Wisconsin-Madison, project 

on effects of job loss on industrial workers, 1980-1981 
 
Books: 
The Devil’s Handwriting: Precoloniality and the German Colonial State in Qingdao, Samoa, 

and Southwest Africa. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2007. ISBN: 0226772438 
(paper); 0226772411 (cloth). 640 pages.  

Regulating the Social: The Welfare State and Local Politics in Imperial Germany. Princeton: 
Princeton University Press, 1993. 375 pages. 

 
Book, currently completing:  
Colonial Sociology: Sociologists in the British, French, and Nazi Empires, 1930s-1960s.  

Edited Books: 
A Reflexive Moment Toward a Social Science of the Social Sciences. Co-edited with Didier 

Fassin.  Under review, Oxford University Press.  
Sociology and Empire. The Imperial Entanglements of a Discipline. Edited by George Steinmetz. 

Durham, NC: Duke University Press, 2013. ISBN: 978-0-8223-5279-2 (paperback) and 
978-0-8223-5258-7 (cloth). 
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The Politics of Method in the Human Sciences: Positivism and its Epistemological Others, edited 
by George Steinmetz. Durham, NC: Duke University Press, 2005. ISBN: 0822335069 
(paper); 0822335182 (cloth). 

State/Culture. State Formation after the Cultural Turn, edited by George Steinmetz. Ithaca, NY:  
Cornell University Press, 1999. ISBN: 0801485339 (paper); 0801436737 (cloth). 

 
Documentary Film: 
“Detroit; Ruin of a City. A Documentary Road Movie about Detroit and the Automobile 

Industry.”  Codirected with Michael Chanan. Soundtrack by Michael Nyman. First 
edition 2005, revised version with subtitles, distributed by Art Films, at 
http://www.artfilms.com.au/Detail.aspx?ItemID=4901. Film website: “Detroit Ruin of a 
City. A Documentary Film,” at http://www.detroitruinofacity.com/. List of international 
screenings available on request.  

 
Articles and book chapters:  
Forthcoming “Pierre Bourdieu, l’histoire et la sociologie historique.” In Dictionnaire 

international Bourdieu. Paris: CNRS Éditions. Complete. 
Forthcoming “Orlando Patterson: An Intellectual Role Model for Sociology.” Complete, under 

submission to Theory and Society. 
2019   “American Sociology and Colonialism, 1890s-1960s.” In Reconsidering American 

Power: Pax Americana and Social Science, edited by John Kelly, J. K. Jacobsen, and 
Marston H. Morgan. Oxford University Press. 

2018 “How and Why Do We Write the History of the Social Sciences.” The Institute Letter, 
Institute for Advanced Study (Princeton), Spring 2018, pp. 12-13.  

2018   “A Defense of Bourdieu. Professional Sociology and the American Left: A Note on 
Dylan Riley’s Academic Harassment of Bourdieu.” Catalyst, issue 5, pp. 35-49. With 
Johan Heilbron.  

2018   “Scientific Autonomy, Academic Freedom, and Social Research in the United States.” 
Critical Historical Studies, Fall 2018, pp. 1-20. 

2018 “Bourdieusian Field Theory and the Reorientation of Historical Sociology.” In Oxford 
Handbook of Pierre Bourdieu. Edited by Jeff Sallaz and Tom Medvetz. Oxford 
University Press. Pp. 601-628. 

2018 “Interview with George Steinmetz.” In An Invitation to a Critical Realist Sociology, 
edited by Tim Rutzou. Routledge Studies in Critical Realism , May.  

2018 “Decolonizing Knowledge (Part I). Roundtable on New Directions in the History of 
Knowledge and Postcolonial Theory." Trajectories: Newsletter of Comparative and 
Historical Sociology 29:2 (Winter), pp. 44-48). With Manu Goswami, Andrew 
Zimmerman, Nadin Heé, and Alexandra Przyrembel. 

2018 “Decolonizing Knowledge (Part II). Roundtable on New Directions in the History of 
Knowledge and Postcolonial Theory." Trajectories: Newsletter of Comparative and 
Historical Sociology 29:3 (Spring). With Manu Goswami, Andrew Zimmerman, Nadin 
Heé, and Alexandra Przyrembel. 

2017 “‘A period of wild and fierce fanaticism’: Populism, theo-political militarism, and the 
crisis of US hegemony.” American Journal of Cultural Sociology, Volume 5, issue 3, pp. 
373-391. With Julia Hell.   



George Steinmetz, curriculum vitae, p. 5 
 
 
 

 

2017 “Field Theory and Interdisciplinary: Relations between History and Sociology in 
Germany and France during the Twentieth Century.” Comparative Studies in Society and 
History vol. 59, no. 2 (April 2017), pp. 477-514. 

2017 “Empire in Three Keys: Forging the Imperial Imaginary at the 1896 Berlin Industrial 
Exhibition.” Thesis Eleven, vol. 139, issue 1, pp. 46-68. 

2017 “Sociology and Colonialism in the British and French Empires, 1940s-1960s.” Journal of 
Modern History, vol. 89, no. 3 (September), pp. 601-648 (plus appendix with additional 
images). One of three most-read articles on JMH website in 2017-2018. 

2017 “Il primo genocidio del ventesimo secolo.” La causa dei popoli vol. 2, new series, no. 3, 
Jan.-April 2017, pp. 22-25. At 
http://www.associazioneilcerchio.it/wordpress/?attachment_id=2345 

2017 “Inheriting Critical Theory. Amy Allen’s The End of Progress: Decolonizing the 
Normative Foundations of Critical Theory. A Review Essay.” Current Perspectives in 
Social Theory, vol. 36 (Sept. /Oct.) 

 - Portugese translation: “Herdando a Teoria Crítica. Resenha de Amy Allen, “O Fim do 
Progresso: Descolonizando os fundamentos normativos da teoria crítica.” Sociofilio. 
(Co)laboratório de theoria social. April, 2017.  Online at: 
https://blogdosociofilo.wordpress.com/2017/04/14/herdando-a-teoria-critica-resenha-de-amy-
allen-o-fim-do-progresso-descolonizando-os-fundamentos-normativos-da-teoria-critica/ Also 
forthcoming  in edited volume on new critical theories.  

2017 “The Octopus and the Hekatonkheire: On Many-Armed States and Tentacular Empires.” 
In The Many Hands of the State, edited by Kimberly Morgan and Ann Orloff. New York: 
Cambridge University Press, pp. 369-394.  

2016 “Social Fields, Subfields, and Social Spaces, at the Scale of Empires: Explaining the 
Colonial State and Colonial Sociology.” In Julian Go and Monika Krause, eds., Fielding 
Transnationalism (Chichester, West Sussex, UK: John Wiley Sons, 2016), Sociological 
Review Monographs vol. 64, no. 2; pp. 98-123. 

2016 “How Interdisciplinary Works: Field Theory and the Study of Interactions between 
History and Sociology.” Items: Insights from the Social Sciences (Socal Science Research 
Council, New York), at http://items.ssrc.org/how-interdisciplinarity-works-field-theory-
and-the-study-of-interactions-between-history-and-sociology/. 

2015 “Historical Sociology, Ethics, Policy, and Politics.” Trajectories: Newsletter of the ASA 
Comparative and Historical Sociology Section vol. 28, no. 2 (December),  1-10. 

2015  “Neo-Bourdieusche Theorie und die Frage wissenschaftlicher Autonomie: Deutsche 
Soziologen und der Imperialismus zwischen 1890 und 1945.”  Pp. 336-399 in 
Soziologiegeschichte. Wege und Ziele. Edited by Christian Dayé and Stephan Moebius. 
Berlin: STW - Suhrkamp Taschenbuch Wissenschaft. ISBN: 978-3-518-29744-5. 

2015 “The Spontaneous Sociology of Detroit's Hyper-Crisis.” Pp. 15-35 in Reinventing 
Detroit, The Politics of Possibility, edited by Michael Peter Smith and L. Owen 
Kirkpatrick. New Brunswick, NJ: Transaction Publishers. With Mathieu Desan.  

2015 “Bourdieu on the State. A review essay of Pierre Bourdieu, On the State. Lectures at the 
Collège de France 1989-1992.” Sociologica (Italian Journal of Sociology online), issue 
1, 2015 (April) 

2015 “Sovereignty and Sociology: From State Theory to Theories of Empire.” Political Power 
and Social Theory , volume 28, pp. 269-285. With Julia Adams. 
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2015 “On the Articulation of Marxist and Non-Marxist Theory in Colonial Historiography. 
Vivek Chibber’s Postcolonial Theory and the Spectre of Capital.” Journal of World 
System Research, Volume 20, Number 2, Summer/Fall 2014. 

 -- Reprinted in Rosie Warren, ed., The Debate on Postcolonial Theory and the Specter of 
Capital (London: Verso, 2017), pp. 139-147. 

2014 “Scientific Autonomy and Empire, 1880-1945: Four German Sociologists.” Pp. 46-73 in 
German Colonialism in a Global Age, edited by Geoff Eley and Bradley Naranch. Duke 
University Press. 

2014  “Defensive Anthropology.” Postcolonial Studies, volume 17, issue 4, pp. 436-450. 
2014 “État-mort, État-fort, État-empire.” Actes de la recherche en sciences sociales 201, pp. 

112-119. 
2014 “From Sociology to Socioanalysis : Rethinking Bourdieu’s Concepts of Habitus, 

Symbolic Capital, and Field along Psychoanalytic Lines.”  Pp. 205-221 in Lynn Chancer 
and John Andrews, eds., The Unhappy Divorce of Sociology and Psychoanalysis. Diverse 
Perspectives on the Psychosocial. London: Palgrave Macmillan (Psychosocial Series in 
Psychology and Sociology). 

2014 “Ruinopolis: Post-Imperial Theory and Learning from Las Vegas.” International Journal 
of Urban and Regional Research. Volume 38:3 (May 2014), pp. 1047–1068. With Julia 
Hell.   

2014 “The Sociology of Empires, Colonialism, and Postcolonialism.” Annual Review of 
Sociology 40 (July): 77–103. 

2014 “Empires, Imperial States, and Colonial Societies.” Pp. 58-74 in Concise Encyclopedia of 
Comparative Sociology, edited by Masamichi Sasaki, Jack Goldstone, and Eckart 
Zimmermann.  Leiden: Koninklijke Brill NV.  

 -- Portugese translation, forthcoming, reader on empires and imperialism, edited by 
Miguel Bandeira Jerónimo, in series História & Sociedade. 

2014 “Comparative History and its Critics: A Genealogy and a Possible Solution.” In A 
Companion to Global Historical Thought, edited by Prasenjit Duara, Viren Murthy and 
Andrew Sartori. Blackwell, pp. 412-436. 

2014 “British Sociology in the Metropole and the Colonies, 1940s-1960s.” Pp. 302-337 in John 
Scott and John Holmwood, eds., The Palgrave Handbook of Sociology in Britain. 
Houndsmills: Palgrave Macmillan. ISBN: 978-0-230-29981-8, ISBN10: 0-230-29981-4. 

2013 “Sociologjia dhe historia: Ndarja dhe ndërveprimi disiplinor në kufijtë mes dy 
disiplinave” (Sociology and History: Disciplinary Separation and Interaction at the 
Borderlands between the Two Disciplines), pp. 177-205 in Fatos Tarifa (ed.), Shkencat e 
shoqerise: Sociologjia si disipline integruese per studimin e jetes shoqerore (The 
Sciences of Society: Sociology as an Integrative Discipline for the Study of Social Life), 
with an Introduction by Anthony Giddens. Tirana: Albanian Academy of Arts and 
Sciences.  

2013 “A Child of the Empire: British Sociology and Colonialism, 1940s-1960s.” Journal of the 
History of the Behavioral Sciences 49(4): 353-378.  

2013 “Empire and Colonialism.” In Oxford Bibliographies in Sociology, edited by Jeff Manza. 
New York: Oxford University Press, 2013. 
http://www.oxfordbibliographies.com/view/document/obo-9780199756384/obo-
9780199756384-0090.xml?rskey=pX4TYl&result=27 
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2013 “Major Contributions to Sociological Theory and Research on Empire, 1830s-present.”  
In Sociology and Empire, edited by George Steinmetz. Durham, NC: Duke University 
Press, pp. 1-50. 

2013 “Preface.” In Sociology and Empire. edited by George Steinmetz. Durham, NC: Duke 
University Press, pp. ix-xiii.  

2013  “Toward Socioanalysis: The ‘Traumatic Kernel’ of Psychoanalysis and Neo-
Bourdieusian Theory.” In Phil Gorski (ed.), Bourdieu and Historical Analysis (Durham: 
Duke University Press, 2013): 108-130. 

2012 “The Imperial Entanglements of Sociology and the Problem of Scientific Autonomy in 
Germany, France, and the United States.” Pp. 857-872 in Hans-Georg Soeffner (ed.), 
Transnationale Vergesellschaftungen. Verhandlungen des 35. Kongresses der Deutschen 
Gesellschaft für Soziologie in Frankfurt am Main 2010. Vol. 2. Wiesbaden: VS Verlag. 

2012 “Geopolitics.” Pp. 800-822 in The Wiley-Blackwell Encyclopedia of Globalization, 
Volume II, ed. George Ritzer. Malden, Mass.: Wiley-Blackwell. 

2011 “百年间的社会学帝国主义研究和科学自治权：德国、法国和美国 1910-2010.” 
(“Empire, Sociology, and Scientific Autonomy: The Example of German, French, and 

American Sociologists, ca. 1910-2010”).  中国社会科学 (Chinese Social Sciences 
Today). Published by the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences. October 11, No. 268, p. 
13.  

2011 “Bourdieu, Historicity, and Historical Sociology.” Cultural Sociology vol. 5, issue 1 
(2011), pp. 45-66. 

2010  “La sociologie et l’empire: Richard Thurnwald et la question de l’autonomie 
scientifique.” Actes de la recherche en sciences sociales no. 185 (December), pp. 12-29. 

2010 “La production des représentations coloniales et postcoloniales.” Actes de la recherche en 
sciences sociales no. 185 (December), pp. 4-11. 

2010 “Tout parcours scientifique comporte des moments autobiographiques (entretien).  
Interview with Georges Balandier.” Actes de la recherche en sciences sociales no. 185 
(December), pp. 44-61. 

2010 “Feldtheorie, der deutsche Kolonialstaat und der deutsche ethnographische Diskurs 1880-
1920.” Pp. 193-216 in Manuela Boatcă and Willfried Spohn, eds., Globale, multiple und 
postkoloniale Modernen. Munich: Rainer Hampp Verlag, 2010. 

2010 “Colonial Melancholy and Fordist Nostalgia: The Ruinscapes of Namibia and Detroit.” In 
Julia Hell and Andreas Schoenle, eds., Ruins of Modernity. Durham, NC: Duke 
University Press. Pp. 294-320. 

2010 “Charles Tilly, historicism, and the critical realist philosophy of science.” American 
Sociologist, volume 41, number 4, 2010, pp. 312-336. 

2010  “Thirty Years of Thesis Eleven: A Survey of the Record and Questions for the Future.” 
Thesis Eleven, number 100 (2010): 67-80. 

2010  “Ideas in Exile: Refugees from Nazi Germany and the Failure to Transplant Historical 
Sociology into the United States.” International Journal of Politics, Culture, and Society 
23(1): 1-27. 

2009  “The Imperial Entanglements of Sociology in the United States, Britain, and France since 
the 19th Century. Ab Imperio: teorii͡ a i istorii͡ a nat͡ sionalʹnosteĭ i nat͡ sionalizma 
vostsovetskom prostranstve (theory and history of nationalities and nationalism in the 
post-Soviet space). Issue 4, pp. 23-78.  



George Steinmetz, curriculum vitae, p. 8 
 
 

 

2009 “Neo-Bourdieusian Theory and the Question of Scientific Autonomy: German 
Sociologists and Empire, 1890s-1940s.” Political Power and Social Theory, vol. 20, pp. 
71-131. 

 -- Reprinted in Julian Go, ed., Postcolonial Sociologies: A Reader (Emerald, 2016), pp. 
145-206. 

 -- Translated into French  
2009 “Detroit: A Tale of Two Crises.” Society and Space/Environment and Planning D, 

Volume 27, Number 5 (October), pp. 761-770. 
 -- German translation in LuXemburg: Gesellschaftspolitik und linke Praxis, number 34 

(2010), pp. 6-8. 
2009  “A Monument under Lock and Key: Germany’s Colonial Lieux de Mémoire.” Germanic 

Review 84:3 (Summer), pp. 251-258. 
2009 “The New Aesthetic-Political Avant-Garde: Linda Zerilli’s Feminism and the Abyss of 

Freedom.” Sociological Theory 27(1): 85-89. 
2008 “Logics of History as a Framework for an Integrated Social Science.” Social Science 

History 32:4 (Winter 2008), pp. 535-554. 
2008 “Harrowed Landscapes: White Ruingazers in Namibia and Detroit and the Cultivation of 

Memory.” Visual Studies, vol. 23, no. 3 (2008), pp. 211-237. 
2008 “The Colonial State as a Social Field.” American Sociological Review 73(4) (August 

2008), pp. 589–612.  
2008  “La sociologie historique en Allemagne et aux Etats-Unis : un transfert manqué (1930-

1970).”  Genèses, number 71 (June 2008), pp. 123-147. 
2008  “Empire et domination mondiale.” Actes de la recherche en sciences sociales, numbers 

171-172 (March), pp. 4-19.  
2008  “Le champ de l’état colonial: le cas des colonies allemandes de l’Afrique du Sud Ouest, 

de Qingdao et de Samoa.” Actes de la recherche en sciences sociales, numbers 171-172 
(March), pp. 120-141. 

2008  “Présentation de W.E.B. Du Bois.” Actes de la recherche en sciences sociales, numbers 
171-172 (March), pp. 75-77. 

2008 “The Historical Sociology of Historical Sociology: Germany and the United States in the 
20th century.” Sociologica (Italian Journal of Sociology online), issue 3 (February). 
Available online at 
http://www.sociologica.mulino.it/journal/article/index/Article/Journal:ARTICLE:125 

2007  “American Sociology before and after World War Two: The (Temporary) Settling of a 
Disciplinary Field.”  In Craig Calhoun (Editor). Sociology in America. The ASA 
Centennial History. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, Ch. 9, pp. 314-366.  

2007 “Fordism and the Positivist Revenant:  Response to Burris, Fourcade-Gourinchas, and 
Riley.” Social Science History 31:1, pp. 127-152. 

2007 “The Relations between Sociology and History in the United States: The Current State of 
Affairs.” Journal of Historical Sociology, vol. 20, no. 1-2, pp. 1-12. 

2007 “Transdisciplinarity as a Nonimperial Encounter.”  Thesis Eleven, vol. 91 (November) 
number 1, pp. 48-65. 

-- French translation: “Pour une sociologie transdisciplinaire et non-impériale.” Regards 
sociologiques, numbers 37-38 (2009), pp. 11-22.  Translation by Joël Cabalion et 
Mathieu Hauchecorne. 

2006 “Bourdieu’s disavowal of Lacan: Psychoanalytic theory and the concepts of “habitus” 
and ‘symbolic capital’.” Constellations 13:4 (December 2006), pp. 445-464. 
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2006  “Regulation Theory, Post-Marxism, and the Transition from the New Social Movements 
to Anti-Globalization and the Far Right.” In Modes of Comparison: Theory and Practice, 
edited by Aram Yengoyan. Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, pp. 45-97. 

2006  “Drive-By Shooting: Making a Documentary about Detroit.”  Michigan Quarterly 
Review Vol. 45, number 3 (summer), pp. 491-513.  

2006 “Decolonizing German Theory: An Introduction.”  Postcolonial Studies, Volume 9, 
number 1 (2006), pp. 3-13. 

2006  “The Visual Archive of Colonialism: Germany and Namibia.” Public Culture 18:1 
(2006), pp.141-182. With Julia Hell. 

2006  “Imperialism or Colonialism?  From Windhoek to Washington, by way of Basra.” Pp. 
135-156 in Lessons of Empire. Imperial Histories and American Power, edited by Craig 
Calhoun, Fred Cooper, and Kevin Moore. New York: The New Press. 

2005 “Return to Empire: The New U.S. Imperialism in Theoretical and Historical Perspective.” 
Sociological Theory, vol. 23, no. 4, pp. 339-367. 

-- Reprinted as “The New U.S. Empire.” Ch. 34 in The New Social Theory 
Reader: Contemporary Debates, edited by Steven Seidman and Jeffrey C. Alexander. 
Second, revised edition. London: Routledge, 2008.  

2005  “A Disastrous Division;  Thoughts from the Border between Historical Sociology and 
History.” Newsletter of the Comparative Historical Section of the American Sociological 
Association, vol. 17, no. 1 (fall), pp. 7-10. 

2005  “The Cultural Contradictions of Irving Louis Horowitz.” Michigan Quarterly Review, 
vol. 44, no. 3, pp. 496-505. 

2005  “The Genealogy of a Positivist Haunting: Comparing Prewar and Postwar U.S. 
Sociology.” boundary 2, volume 32, number 2 (summer), pp. 107-133. 

2005 “Von der  ‘Eingeborenenpolitik΄ zur Vernichtungsstrategie: Deutsch-Südwestafrika, 
1904”  [“From ‘Native Policy’ to the Extermination Strategy: German Southwest Africa, 
1904”] Peripherie, Zeitschrift für Politik und Ökonomie der Dritten Welt, number 96, pp. 
195-227.  

2005  “Positivism and its Others in the Social Sciences.”  Introduction to The Politics of 
Method in the Human Sciences: Positivism and its Epistemological Others, edited by 
George Steinmetz.  Duke University Press, pp. 1-56. 

2005  “Scientific Authority and the Transition to Post-Fordism: The Plausibility of Positivism 
in American Sociology since 1945.” Chapter Six in The Politics of Method in the Human 
Sciences: Positivism and its Epistemological Others, edited by George Steinmetz.  Duke 
University Press,  pp. 275-323.  

2005  “American Sociology's Epistemological Unconscious and the Transition to Post-Fordism: 
the case of Historical Sociology.”  Pp. 109-157 in Julia Adams, Elisabeth Clemens, and 
Ann Orloff, eds., Remaking Modernity: Politics, Processes and History in Sociology. 
Duke University Press. 

2005  “Mogui de biji – Qian zhimin huayu, renzhong/zhongzu jianjie he kua wenhau rentong 
zai Deguo zhimin guocheng zhong de zuoyong.” Qinghua daxue xuebao (Journal of 
Tsinghua University, Philosophy and social sciences), Vol. 20, Number 6 (2005), pp. 86-
106. 

2004 “The Uncontrollable Afterlives of Ethnography: Lessons from German ‘Salvage 
Colonialism’ for a New Age of Empire.” Ethnography, Vol. 5, number 3, pp. 251-288. 
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2004 “Odious Comparisons: Incommensurability, the Case Study, and ‘Small N’s’ in 
Sociology.” Sociological Theory, Vol. 22, number 3, pp. 371-400. 

2004 “L’écriture du diable. Discours précolonial, posture ethnographique et tensions dans 
l’administration coloniale allemande des Samoa.” Politix. Revue des sciences sociales du 
politique, volume 17, number 66 (September 2004), pp. 48-80.  Special issue on “L’Etat 
Coloniale,” edited by Romain Bertrand and Emmanuelle Saada.   

2003  “The Devil's Handwriting”: Precolonial Discourse, Ethnographic Acuity and Cross-
Identification in German Colonialism,” Comparative Studies in Society and History Vol. 
45, number 1 (January), pp. 41-95. 

-- Chinese and French translations   
2003 “The State of Emergency and the New American Imperialism: Toward an Authoritarian 

Post-Fordism.” Public Culture vol. 15, number 2 (Spring), pp. 323-346 
2002 “Precoloniality and Colonial Subjectivity: Ethnographic Discourse and Native Policy in 

German Overseas Imperialism, 1780s-1914.” Political Power and Social Theory, volume 
15, pp. 135-228. 

2002 “Sociology in an Era of Fragmentation: Alvin Gouldner's Coming Crisis of Western 
Sociology after 30 Years.” The Sociological Quarterly, volume 43, number 1 (February), 
pp. 111-137.  With Ou-Byung Chae.   

1999 “Culture and the State.” Chapter One in State/Culture. Historical Studies of the State in 
the Social Sciences, edited by George Steinmetz.  Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 
pp. 1-49. 

1998 “Critical Realism and Historical Sociology.” Comparative Studies in Society and History 
volume 40, number 1, pp. 170-186. 

1997 “Social Class and the Reemergence of the Radical Right in Contemporary Germany.” In 
Reworking Class: Cultures and Institutions of Economic Stratification and Agency, 
edited by John R. Hall.  Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, pp. 335-368.  

1997  “German Exceptionalism and the Origins of Nazism: The Career of a Concept.” In Ian 
Kershaw and Moshe Lewin, eds., Stalinism and Nazism: Dictatorships in Comparison. 
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, pp. 251-284.  

1996 “The Myth of an Autonomous State: Industrialists, Junkers, and Social Policy in Imperial 
Germany.”  In Society, Culture, and the State in Germany, 1870-1930, edited by Geoff 
Eley.  Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, pp. 257-318. 

1994 “Die (un)moralische Ökonomie rechtsextremer Gewalt im Übergang zum 
Postfordismus.” Das Argument Vol. 23(1), number 203 (January/February), pp. 23-40. 

1994  “Fordism and the `Immoral Economy' of Right-Wing Violence in Contemporary 
Germany.” In Research on Democracy and Society, vol. 2.  JAI Press, pp. 277-316. 

1994 “Regulation Theory, Post-Marxism, and the New Social Movements.” Comparative 
Studies in Society and History, Vol. 36, number 1 (1994), pp. 176-212. 

-- Reprinted in “Regulation Theory, Post-Marxism, and the New Social Movements.” In Bob 
Jessop, editor, Regulation Theory and the Crisis of Capitalism,  volume 5, 
“Developments and Extensions.”  Cheltenham, UK: Edward Elgar (2001), pp. 110-146. 

1992 “Reflections on the Role of Social Narratives in Working-Class Formation: Narrative 
Theory in the Social Sciences.” Social Science History vol. 16, number 3 (Fall), pp. 489-
516. 

1991 “Workers and the Welfare State in Imperial Germany.” International Labor and 
Working-Class History volume 40, pp. 18-46. 
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1990 “The Myth and the Reality of an Autonomous State: Industrialists, Junkers, and Social 
Policy in Imperial Germany.” Comparative Social Research volume 12, pp. 239-293.  

1990  “The Local Welfare State: Two Strategies for Social Domination in Urban Imperial 
Germany.” American Sociological Review, vol. 55, number 6, pp. 891-911. 

1989  “The Fall and Rise of the Petty Bourgeoisie.” American Journal of Sociology volume 94, 
number 5 (March), pp. 973-1018. With Erik Olin Wright. 

 
Shorter articles:  
2018 “Arguments for a Comparative and Historical Sociology Section of the ASA.” 

Trajectories: Newsletter of the ASA Comparative and Historical Sociology Section, Vol. 
29, No. 3, Spring 2018, pp. 1-4. 

2018 “Sociologists and the Colonial Past and the Imperial Present.” Introduction to conference 
report, “Empires, Colonies, Indigenous Peoples.” In Trajectories: Newsletter of 
Comparative and Historical Sociology, vol. 29, no. 2 (Winter), pp. 1-2. 

2017 “The Crisis of History and the History of Crisis: Sociology as a ‘Crisis Science’” In 
Trajectories: Newsletter of Comparative and Historical Sociology, vol. 29, no. 1 (Fall), 
pp. 1-5. 

--  Russian translation,  in Социологические исследования (Sociological Studies), 2018. 
2016 “Georges Balandier, a Towering Figure in Africanist Sociology and Anthropology.” In 

Newsletter of the Research Committee on the History of Sociology Section, International 
Sociological Association (November), pp. 8-14. 

2016 “Georges Balandier, 1920-2016.” Trajectories: Newsletter of Comparative and Historical 
Sociology, vol. 28, no. 1 (Fall), pp. 51-55. 

2016 “What Is Critical Realism?” With Margaret Archer, Claire Decoteau, Philip Gorski, 
Daniel Little, Doug Porpora, Timothy Rutzou, Christian Smith, and Frédéric 
Vandenberghe. In Perspectives, newsletter of the Theory section of the ASA, Volume 38, 
Number 2, Fall 2016, pp. 4-9. 

2015 “Historical Sociology¸ Ethics, Policy, and Politics.” Trajectories: Newsletter of 
Comparative and Historical Sociology, vol. 28, no. 2, Winter, pp. 1-10. 

2012 “British and French Sociology after 1945: The Colonial Connection.” Timelines 
(Newsletter of the Section on the History of Sociology, American Sociological 
Association), No. 20 (Nov.), pp. 2-6. 

2012 “A Liberal Leviathan: The Creation of the Strong State in the 19th Century.” Review of 
Immanuel Wallerstein, Centrist Liberalism Triumphant, 1789-1914. The Modern World-
System IV. Contemporary Sociology 41:1 (January): 23-26. 

2012 “Dispatches from the Robot Empire.” Review of Stephen Graham, Cities under Siege: 
The New Military Urbanism (London and New York: Verso, 2011). Contemporary 
Sociology (February) 41 (5): 606-608. 

2011 “Comment on Kate Nash, “States of Human Rights.” Sociologica (Italian Journal of 
Sociology online), issue 1. 

2011 “The Michigan Workshop in Social and Sociological Theory: Report on the first year.” In 
Perspectives, Newsletter of the Theory section of the American Sociological Association, 
vol. 33, no. 1 (May), p. 2. 

2008 “Response to Austen and Povinelli.” Trajectories: Newsletter of Comparative and 
Historical Sociology 19(2), Spring, pp. 16-19. 



George Steinmetz, curriculum vitae, p. 12 
 
 

 

2007 Foreword to Seth Quartey, Missionary Practices on the Gold Coast, 1832-1895 (Cambria 
Press, 2007). 

2005  “The First Genocide of the 20th Century and its Postcolonial Afterlives: Germany and the 
Namibian Ovaherero.” Journal of the International Institute (University of Michigan), 
12:2 (Winter), pp. 1-2. 

-- Italian translation in La causa dei popoli, new series, issue 2, no. 3 (Jan-April 2017), pp. 22-
25. 

2003 “Drums in the Postcolonial Night.” European Studies Newsletter (Council for European 
Studies), Vol. XXXIII, nr. 1, May 2003. 

2003 “The Implications of Colonial and Postcolonial Studies for the Study of Europe.”  
European Studies Newsletter (Council for European Studies), Vol. XXXII, nr. 3/4 
(January), pp. 1-3. 

1994 Comment on Philip Selznick, The Moral Commonwealth, in The Newsletter of PEGS. 
Committee on the Political Economy of the Good Society. 

1991 “Comment on Zolberg.” In James S. Coleman and Pierre Bourdieu, eds., Social Theory 
for a Changing Society. New York : Russell Sage Foundation, pp. 329-335. 

1990  “Response to Linder and Houghton.” American Journal of Sociology volume 96, number 
3, pp. 736-740.  With Erik Olin Wright. 

 
Encyclopedia entries: 
2016 “Modern Colonialism and Race.” The Wiley-Blackwell Encyclopedia of Race, Ethnicity 

and Nationalism, eds. John Stone, Rutledge Dennis, Polly Rizova, and Anthony D. 
Smith. Chichester, West Sussex, UK: John Wiley & Sons.   

2014 “Marxism and Sociology.” Wiley-Blackwell Encyclopedia of Sociology, edited by George 
Ritzer. Oxford: Blackwell. 2nd ed. 

2011   “Marxism and Sociology,” Concise Encyclopedia of Sociology, edited by George Ritzer 
and J.Michael Ryan. Wiley-Blackwell, pp 374-375.  

2007 “Marxism and Sociology.” Wiley-Blackwell Encyclopedia of Sociology, edited by George 
Ritzer. Oxford: Blackwell.Vol 6, pp. 2815-2818.  

2006 “Fordism.” Europe since 1914: Encyclopedia of the Age of War and Reconstruction, 
edited by John M. Merriman and Jay M. Winter (Detroit: Charles Scribner’s Sons), pp. 
1111-1114.  

 
On-line publications and working papers: 
2015 “Documentary Film and Social Science: Two Approaches to the Perception of Modern 

Urban Ruins.”   
2013 “The Fate of Social Class and the Dangers of Methodological Homeland-ism in 

Contemporary American Sociology.” Paper presented at “Conversations in Sociology” 
panel, Ann Arbor, March 10, 2013. Online at Academia.edu  

2012 “Norbert Elias in Ghana (1962-1964) and the Postwar Conflict between British Sociology 
and Social Anthropology.” 

2009 “Qingdao as a Colony: From Apartheid to Civilizational Exchange.” Available online at 
http://www-personal.umich.edu/~geostein/docs/Qingdaocolony.pdf    

2006  “Response to van den Berg.” Canadian Journal of Sociology online. May-June 2006. 
2005 Working Paper: “From ‘Native Policy’ to Exterminationism: German Southwest Africa, 

1904, in Comparative Perspective” (April 16, 2005).  Department of Sociology, UCLA. 
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Theory and Research in Comparative Social Analysis seminar.  Paper 30. Available 
online at http://repositories.cdlib.org/uclasoc/trcsa/30 

2005 “Drive-by-shooting: filmando Detroit.”  bifurcaciones, no. 4, spring 2005. World Wide 
Web document, URL: www.bifurcaciones.cl/004/ChananSteinmetz.htm ISSN 0718-
1132.  

2005 “Drive-by-shooting: Vision and Division in the Documentation of Detroit.” World Wide 
Web document, URL: http://www.detroitruinofacity.com/wp-
content/uploads/2010/10/Steinmetz-MQR1.pdf 

1989 “Beyond Subjectivist and Objectivist Theories of Conflict.” Working Paper #2 (1989), 
Wilder House Series in Politics, History, and Culture, University of Chicago.  

1989 “Manifesto of the Center for the Study of Politics, History, and Culture.” Working Paper 
#1 (1989), Wilder House Series in Politics, History, and Culture, University of Chicago. 
With David Laitin and Leora Auslander.  

 
Thematic journal issues edited:  
Orlando Patterson: The Sociology of Slavery in the Long Durée.” Special thematic set of papers, 

co-edited with Fiona Greeland, currently under submission to Theory and Society.  
Critical Realism, History, and Philosophy in the Social Sciences. Bingley, UK: Emerald 

Publishing, 2018. Vol. 34, Political Power and Social Theory. Co-edited with Timothy 
Rutzou. ISBN: 978-1-78756-604-0 

Répresenter la colonization. Special issue of Actes de la recherche en sciences sociales, no. 185 
(December 2010), with articles on colonial historiography, social science, and literary 
reprssentation. 

Politiques impérialistes. Special issue of Actes de la recherche en sciences sociales, numbers 
171-172, March 2008), with articles on US imperialism in the Philippines and Indonesia, 
British colonialism in Malaya and India, Dutch imperial encounters in Jakarta, and the 
German colonial state. 

Decolonizing German Theory. Special issue of Postcolonial Studies, Volume 9, number 1, 2006, 
with articles on Hegel, Arendt, Weber, Herder, Forster, and the German enlightenment. 

 
Books in preparation: 

1) From Sociology to Socioanalysis: Toward a Critical and Historical Social Science. 
2) Colonial Exhibitions: A Comparative, Historical, and Interdisciplinary Perspective. To be 

co-edited with Jonathan Wyrtzen.  
 

Articles in preparation:  
“How and Why Do We Write the History of the Social Sciences?” In A Reflexive Moment: 

Toward a Social Science of the Social Sciences, edited by Didier Fassin and George 
Steinmetz.  Oxford University Press.  

 “Conclusion.” In Quentin Deluermoz and Jérémie Foa, eds., Les épreuves de la guerre civile. 
Paris: Publications de la Sorbonne. 

“From the Gewerbeaustellung to the Humboldt Forum.” Third Text (July 2016). Special issue: 
Reenactments: German Colonialism in the Contemporary World.  

“Colonialism/Imperialism/Postcolonialism.” Sage Handbook of Political Sociology, edited by 
William Outhwaite and Stephen Turner.  
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“Cultures of Colonialism.” In John Hall, Laura Grindstaff, and Ming-Cheng Lo, co-editors, 
Handbook of Cultural Sociology, 2nd edition, Routledge International Handbook Series. 
2016.  

“The Use of the Case Study for Knowledge Production: History, Ethnography, Psychoanalysis.”  
Invited article, special issue of Clinical Social Work Journal. 

“Bourdieu and History” Solicited for Praktiske Grunde.  
“Epistemology of the Margin: Field Theory, Historical Socioanalysis, and the Togolese 

sociologist N’Sougan Agblémagnon.” For special issue of journal Sociétés 
Contemporaines on « Post-colonialité et marginalité intellectuelle, edited by Mohamed 
Amine Brahimi and Amín Pérez. 

 “What Does it Mean to be Critical in Social Science? Immanent Critique, Scientific Autonomy, 
and the American University.” Preparing for submission. 

“On Intellectual Avoidance and Missed Encounters: Bourdieu and Pychoanalysis.” Preparing for 
submission.  

 
Book reviews and review essays: 
George Steinmetz, Review essay on Ruth Ben-Ghiat’s Italian Fascism’s Empire Cinema 

(Bloomington, IN: Indiana University Press, 2016). American Journal of Cultural 
Sociology 6:1 (2018), pp. 211-212.  

George Steinmetz, “Methodological Homelandism.” Review essay on Mitchell L. Stevens, 
Cynthia Miller-Idriss, and Seteney Khalid Shami, Seeing the World: How US 
Universities Make Knowledge in a Global Era (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University 
Press, 2018). Contemporary Sociology, in press, forthcoming 2018.  

George Steinmetz, “On the History of German Sociology.” Review of Stephan Moebius and 
Andrea Ploder, eds., Handbuch Geschichte der deutschsprachigen Soziologie 
(Wiesbaden: Springer Verlag, 2017). Contemporary Sociology, forthcoming. 

Review of Richard Swedberg and Ola Agevall, eds., The Max Weber Dictionary: Key Words and 
Central Concepts. Second edition. Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 2016. In 
Journal of Modern History, Volume 90, Issue 3 (2018), pp. 730-731. 

Review of Jonathan Wyrtzen, Making Morocco: Colonial Intervention and the Politics of 
Identity (Cornell University Press, 2015), Trajectories: Newsletter of the ASA 
Comparative and Historical Sociology Section (December 2016). 

 “Cultural Coding’s Condemner Condemned.” Review of Richard Biernacki, Reinventing 
Evidence in Social Inquiry: Decoding Facts and Variables.” Archives européennes de 
sociologie (European Journal of Sociology), vol. 54, no. 3 (2013), pp. 453-460.  

Review of Stephen Graham, Cities under Siege. The New Military Urbanism. London and New 
York: Verso, 2011. Society and Space/Environment and Planning D (August 7, 2012), 
online, at http://societyandspace.com/reviews/reviews-archive/stephen-graham-cities-
under-siege-the-new-military-urbanism-reviewed-by-george-steinmetz/ 

Review of Peter Baehr, Caesarism, Charisma and Fate: Historical Sources and Modern 
Resonances in the Work of Max Weber (New Brunswick, N.J.: Transaction Publishers, 2008). 
Archives européennes de sociologie (European Journal of Sociology) 50:3 (2009): 463-
466. 

Review of Gad Yair and Michaela Soyer, The Golem in German Social Theory, in Contemporary 
Sociology 38:3 (2009): 281-283. 
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Review of John Hall and Joseph Bryant, eds., Historical Methods in the Social Sciences. 
Contemporary Sociology, Vol. 35, No. 5 (September 2006), pp. 462-466. 

Review of Juan Diez Medrano, Framing Europe: Attitudes to European Integration in Germany, 
Spain, and the United Kingdom, in American Journal of Sociology, vol. 110, no. 2, Sept. 
2004, pp. 494-496.  

Review of Juan Diez Medrano’s Framing Europe. European Studies Newsletter (Council for 
European Studies), Vol. XXXIV, Nos. 1-2, September 2004, p. 3. 

Review of Justin Cruickshank, ed., Critical Realism: The Difference That It Makes (London and 
New York: Routledge, 2003), in Contemporary Sociology, Vol. 33, No. 5. (Sep., 2004), 
pp 614-615. 

Review of Geoff Eley, Forging Democracy. The History of the Left in Europe, 1850-2000 
(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2002), in Contemporary Sociology 33(2) 2004, . 215-
217. 

Review of Michael Hardt and Antonio Negri, Empire (Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University 
Press, 2000), in American Journal of Sociology 108:1 (July 2002), pp. 207-210. 

Review of Russell Berman, Enlightenment or Empire.  Colonial Discourse in German Culture 
(Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1998).  Michigan Germanic Studies XXV: 1 
(Spring 1999), pp. 94-100.  

Review of Lisa Wedeen, Ambiguities of Domination: Politics, Rhetoric and Symbols in 
Contemporary Syria (University of Chicago Press, 1999), in American Journal of 
Sociology 105: 6 (May, 2000), 1784-1786. 

Review of Susanne Zantop, Colonial Fantasies. Conquest, Family, and Nation in Precolonial 
Germany, 1770-1870 (Durham: Duke University Press, 1997), in Comparative Studies in 
Society and History 41:1 (1999), pp. 210-212. 

Review of Dierk Hoffmann, Sozialpolitische Neuordnung in der SBZ/DDR. Der Umbau der 
Sozialversicherung 1945-1956 (Munich: Oldenbourg, 1996), in Bulletin of the German 
Historical Institute London (May 1997): 76-81. 

Review of Herbert Kitschelt, with Anthony J. McGann The Radical Right in Western Europe: A 
Comparative Analysis (Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 1995), in American 
Journal of Sociology 102:4 (January 1997).  

Review of Richard Bessel, Germany after the First World War (Oxford: Clarendon Press 
Oxford, 1993), in Contemporary Sociology 24:4 (July, 1995), pp. 352-353 

Review of Stephen Turner and Dirk Käsler, eds., Sociology Responds to Fascism (London and 
New York: Routledge, 1992), in Contemporary Sociology, vol. 23:2 (March 1994), pp. 
323-324 

Review of Dennis Smith, The Rise of Historical Sociology (Philadelphia: Temple University 
Press, 1991), in American Journal of Sociology Vol. 98, No. 5. (Mar., 1993), pp. 1191-
1192. 

Review of Jerald Hage, Robert Hanneman, and Edward T. Gargan, State Responsiveness and 
State Activism (London: Unwin Hyman, 1989). In Social Forces 71:3 (1993), pp. 817-
818. 

Review of Erik Olin Wright et al., The Debate on Classes. In Contemporary Sociology 20:5 
(1991), pp. 695-696. 

Review of E. P. Hennock, British Social Reform and German Precedents. The Case of Social 
Insurance 1880-1914. In Journal of Modern History 62:1 (March 1990). 
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Review of Charles S. Maier, ed., Changing Boundaries of the Political. Essays on the Evolving 
Balance between the State and Society, Public and Private in Europe. In American 
Journal of Sociology (May 1989), pp. 1494-1496. 

Review of Yves Durand, Les Solidarités dans les Sociétés Humaines. In Contemporary 
Sociology (March 1989), pp. 303-304. 

Review of Hans Speier, German White-Collar Workers and the Rise of Hitler. In American 
Journal of Sociology 93:5 (March 1988), pp. 1262-1264. 

 
Cover photos and photo illustrations: 
“Marzipan figure, Café Schubert, Saarbrücken (2005).” Cover of Public Culture vol. 18, number 

1 (2006). 
“Redford Movie Theater, Detroit, April 5, 2005.”  Cover of Michigan Quarterly Review, summer 

2006.  
Photos of colonial and imperial monuments in Paris, Brussels, and Hamburg, in Actes de la 

recherche en sciences sociales, special issue on imperial politics, March 2008.  
 
Interviews and webcasts: 
“How and why we write the history of the social sciences.” Lecture to the Friends of the Institute 

for Advanced Study and the IAS campus community, March 16, 2018. At 
https://video.ias.edu/friends/2018/0316-GeorgeSteinmetz 

“Ideal Type and real types.” Discussion with Phil Gorski, moderated by Timothy Rutzou, 
October 19, 2017. At https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OOr5jvUJtQk 

 “Critical Realism and Historical Method in the Social Sciences.” Webinar, sponsored by Critical 
Realism Network, Sep 7, 2016. At 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?reload=9&v=ISu6zuRVJ2M 

Interview with Nash Riggins, New Economy, for article “Detroit hits rock bottom,” New 
Economy.com, Aug. 5, 2013.  

Interview with Dr. Dhara D. Anjaria, New Books Network, November 27, 2012. (Podcast 
previously at  http://newbooksinsouthasianstudies.com/). 

Interview with host of “The Craig Fahle Show.” WDET (Detroit public radio), March 10, 2011.  
Interview with Bob Steele, host of talk show “The Bridge,” CBC (Canadian Broadcasting 

Company), March 10, 2011.  
Interview with Daniel Little on historical sociology, critical realism, and colonialism. Dec. 1, 

2009.  On YouTube as “Steinmetz Segment” (parts 1-9); also on “Understanding 
Society” blog. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RlPuQMkkujA; etc. 

Interview with Prof. Hans Hopfinger (Katholische Universität Eichstätt-Ingolstadt, Germany) 
documentary film about Detroit, October 5, 2009. 

Interview with Keith Warmington, BBC Bristol, UK, March 2, 2005. 
Interview with Melanie Deveau, Windsor Now” show, “CKLW-AM 800, Windsor, Ontario, 

March 17, 2005, 4:40 p.m.  
WXYZ television (NBC, Detroit): television interview, March 17, 2005, 7:00 p.m. 
WDIV, ABC, Channel 4, Detroit, television interview, March 17, 2005.  
WJBK, Fox 2, Detroit, television interview, March 17, 2005.  
Interview, “Stateside” program, WUOM, Michigan Public Radio, March 18, 2005. 
Interview with Celeste Headlee, WDET, Public Radio Local News, March 27, 2005. 
Interview with Karen Dumas, “Inside Detroit” show, WCHB-AM 1200, Detroit, April 5, 2005.  
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Interview with Bill Resnick, KBOO, 90.7 FM, Portland, Oregon, Oct. 31, 2005, 12:50 p.m.  
 
Conferences Organized: 
-  The Crisis of History and the History of Crisis. Day-long conference, co-organized with Kim 

Voss. Sponsored by the Comparative and Historical Section of the American Sociological 
Association, University of Pennsylvania, August 10, 2018. 

-  Theorizing the Trump Regime. Held at the University of Michigan, co-organized with Luis 
Flores, Feb. 22, 2017.  

-  The History, Sociology, and Philosophy of Social Science.” Co-organized with Timothy 
Rutzou. Symposium at the University of Michigan, September, 2016.  

- Courses on Critical Realism and Emergence, co-organized with Critical Realism Network 
(2012-2017). First conference held in August 2013 (New York City); Mini-courses for 
graduate students in August 2013 (NYC); for graduate students and postdocs in August 
2015 (Chicago) and 2016 (New Haven); 

- Critical Realism network meetings in Historical Sociology and Ethnography (Ann Arbor, Fall 
2016 and May 2018 and Princeton, February 16-17 2018.  

- “Empire, Postcolonial Theory, and the Human Sciences.” New School for Social Research, 
April 23, 2009. Co-organized with Carlos Forment.  

- Consultant for conference “Limiting Knowledge in a Democracy.” Held at the New School for 
Social Research, February 24-26, 2010.  

- “Practicing Pierre Bourdieu: In the Field and Across the Disciplines.”  Co-organized with Kim 
Greenwell and Loïc Wacquant.  International conference at the University of Michigan, 
September 28-30, 2006.  

- Co-organizer of the biannual Conference of Europeanists, March 2002, Chicago IL. 
- Organizer of a conference on positivism and postpositivism in the social sciences, University of 

Chicago, October 2001.   
- Member of organizing committee for  the international conference, “The Unification Effect: 

Germany, Ten Years After,” December 1999, at the University of Michigan. 
- Organizer of conference on cultural approaches to the study of the state, at the University of 

Chicago, Sept. 1996. 
 
Invited Lectures, Papers at Scholarly Conferences 
2019 Invited speaker, Universidad Nacional Mayor de San Marcos, Peru, International Faculty 

of Social Sciences, Seminar on Global History. 
2019 Invited speaker, conference “Comparing Colonialism: Beyond Modern Exceptionalism,” 

26–28 September 2019 at University of Basel, Switzerland, organized by Axel Paul and 
Mattias Leanza. 

2018a Invited lecture, Princeton University, Sociology Department. "How to do Social Science: 
From Max Weber to Roy Bhaskar and Beyond.” Feb 12.  

2018b “A field-theoretic model of the power structure of US universities.”Invited workshop 
guest, CSSO, Sociology Department, Princeton. Feb. 12.  

2018c “What is the difference between the social sciences, natural sciences, and the 
humanities?” After hours talk to the faculty and members of the Institute for Advanced 
Study, Princeton, March 15.  
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2018d “How and why we write the history of the social sciences.” Invited lecture, to the Friends 
of the Institute for Advanced Study and the IAS campus community . March 16. 

2018e “How and why we write the history of the social sciences.” Invited lecture, London 
School of Economics, April  25. 

2018f “Social Sciences and the History of Imperialism.” Opening lecture at the three day 
conference “The Presence of the Past,“ Schliersee, Germany, 7-9 June 2018. 

2018g “Critical Realism and Critical Theory: Toward a Non-Arbitrary Ethics.” Panel on 
“Axiological Neutrality or Axiological Engagement?” International Sociological 
Association congress, Toronto, July. 

2018h Sociology’s late colonial roots in France, Britain, Belgium, Africa, Vietnam, and 
Jamaica.” Panel on “Race as Colonial/Imperial Erasure. Sociology's Dysfunctional 
Relationship with a Foundational Concept.” International Sociological Association 
congress, Toronto, July. 

2018i “Uses of the word Historicism in German and American Sociology during the 20th 
Century.” Invited presentation at the conference “Against Historicism: Perceptions, 
Beliefs, Emotions, and Transfers, 1890-1980,” Royal Netherlands Academy of Arts and 
Sciences, Amsterdam, August 30-31. 

2017a “Metropolitan, Colonial, and Colonized States. Processes of State-Making in the 
European Empires, 1880s-1940s.” Paper on panel “States, empires, and citizenship from 
the 1860s through the 1960s,” at the annual meetings of the American Historical 
Association, Denver, January. 

2017b “What Does it Mean to be Critical in Social Science? Immanent Critique, Scientific 
Autonomy, and the American University.” Lecture at Symposium on Critical Sociology, 
University of California-Berkeley, January 12 

2017c Invited speaker, Conference, “Towards a global history of humanitarianism?” Princeton  
University – EHESS Workshop, 6-7 April. 

2017d  Opening address to the conference “Beyond Positivism: Theory, Methods, and Values,” 
Montreal, August 8-10. 

2017e “Field Theory in Bourdieusian Sociology.” Invited paper for plenary session on field 
theory, American Sociological Association, Montréal, August 17 

2017f “Colonial Sociologists in the French and British Colonial Empires, 1930s-1960s: 
Between Scientific Dependency and Intellectual Autonomy.” Lecture to the Members, 
Visitors, Professors, Director, and Former Director of the Institute for Advanced Study, 
Sept. 25. 

2017g “From Ideal Types to Ontological Realism: Reconstructing Weber’s Logic of 
Comparative-Historical Sociology.”Keynote lecture, opening evening of conference 
sponsored by Max-Weber-Network, Hamburg Institut for Social Research, and Bavarian 
Academy. Held at the Hamburg Institut for Social Research, Hamburg, Germany, Nov 
29. 

2017h Invited lecture at Political Science Institute, University of Bremen, Germany, Nov. 28. 
2017i “The methods and goals of  sociology: From Max Weber to Roy Bhaskar, and beyond.” 

Paper presented to Colloquium at the Institute for Advanced Study. December 6.  
2016a “Sociology and Colonialism in the British and French Empires, 1945-1965: the Rebirth 

of a Discipline.” Department of Sociology, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, 
Feb. 12.  
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2016e  Discussant, Ruth Ben-Ghiat’s Italian Fascism's Empire Cinema, panel on new books on 
empire. 2016 International Conference of Europeanists, Philadelphia, April 14. 

2016f “Postcolonial theory, colonial social science, and imperial statecraft.” Presented at 
Conference on colonialism, Post Colonialism and Critical theory at Columbia University 
and the New School, sponsored by Constellations, April 15. 

2016g “Field Theory and Interdisciplinarity.” Paper presented at the conference on “The 
History, Sociology, and Philosophy of Social Science.” Symposium at the University of 
Michigan, September, 2016. Online at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fPLy1xdu7Gc 

2016h “Historical Sociology¸ Ethics, Policy, and Politics.” Invited lecture at the Arrighi Center, 
General Seminar on Practical Ethics, Johns Hopkins University, Nov. 4. 

2016i “Sociologists’ visions of the science-politics relationship: evidence from colonial, fascist, 
and democratic contexts.” Paper for panel on ”Social Science, Social Conflict, and the 
Field of Power,” at the annual conference of the Social Science History Association, 
Chicago, November 17-20, 2016. 

2015a “The Historical Sociology of Sociology as Disciplinary Reflexivity: Sociology and 
Colonialism in the British and French Empires, early 1940s-early 1960s.” Paper 
presented at invited panel, “History of the Human Sciences.” Annual Meetings of the 
American Historical Association, Jan. 2-5, New York City. 

2015b “The Colonial Situation and Modern Social Science: French and British Sociology in 
the  Colonies, 1940s-1960s.” Keynote address, conference on “Practices of Order: 
Colonial and Imperial Projects,” Jan. 29, the Saxo Institute, University of Copenhagen, 
Denmark. 

2015c “On Comparative History.” Seminar, Bielefeld Graduate School in History and 
Sociology, University of Bielefeld, February 3. 

2015d “Sociology and Colonialism in the British and French Empires, early 1940s-early 1960s.”  
Invited speaker, Bielefeld Graduate School in History and Sociology, University of 
Bielefeld, February 4.  

2015e Invited speaker, conference on “(De-)Colonizing Knowledge: Figures, Narratives, and 
Practices,” Free University of Berlin, Friedrich-Meinecke-Institut, February. 

2015f “Documentary Film and Social Science: Two approaches to modern urban ruins.”  
Invited speaker, NEH conference, Marquette University, March 27. 

2015g  “On Socio-Analysis and Critical Realism: Bourdieu/Freud/Bhaskar.” Keynote address to 
Conference on “The Psychodynamics of Self & Society,” Seventh Annual ASA Mini-
Conference, Carboy Law Center, Loyola University, Chicago. 

2015h “Sociology and Colonialism in the British and French Empires, 1940s–1960s: A 
Postcolonial History of Social Science Since WWII.” Collegiate Professor lectureship, 
University of Michigan, October 7. 

2015i  “Sociology and Colonialism in the British and French Empires, early 1940s-early 
1960s.” Departmental Colloquium, University of Wisconsin-Madison, Sociology 
Department, Oct 28.  

2015j “Empires and their Effects.” Invited Lecture, Princeton Institute for International and 
Regional Studies (PIIRS), Princeton University, Nov. 11. 

2015k “Sociologists in the Colonies, 1940s-1960s: Pioneers of Postcolonial Historical 
Sociology.“ Paper presented at the panel “The Dynamics of Imperial and Hegemonic 
Rule,“ Social Science History Association, Baltimore, Nov. 12-15.  
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2015 On Jonathan Wyrtzen, Making Morocco: Colonial Intervention and the Politics of 
Identity.  Paper presented at the meetings of the Social Science History Associaton, 
Baltimore, Nov. 12-15. 

2014a “La sociologie française coloniale, 1930-1950.” École des hautes études en sciences 
sociales, Paris. Jan. 21. 

2014b “Comparative History, its Critics, and a Resolution.” École des hautes études en sciences 
sociales, Paris, Jan. 28. 

2014c “The Colonial Aspects of French and British Sociology, 1940s-1960s.”  University Paris–
Dauphine, Institut de Recherche Interdisciplinaire en Sciences Sociales, Feb. 14. 

2014d Invited speaker, University of Southern California, Sociology Department, April 25. 
2014e “The Colonial Moment in French and British Sociology, 1940s-1960s.” Inaugural lecture, 

Klopsteg lecture series, Science in Human Culture program, Northwestern University, 
September 29.  

2014f “Power, Field Theory, and Socioanalysis: Three Cases of Interaction between Knowledge 
and Politics.” Social Science History Association, Toronto, November 6-9. 

2014g Round table on field theory. Social Science History Association, Toronto, Nov. 6-9. 
2014h “Sociologists in the Colonies: Greater France and Greater Britain, 1940s-1960s.” 

Workshop on History, Culture and Society, Harvard University, Nov. 21  
2013a “A Child of the Empire: British Sociology and Colonialism, 1940s-1960s.” Transitions to 

Modernity Colloquium, MacMillan Center, European Studies Council, Yale University, 
Jan. 21. 

2013b Invited discussant of Leela Fernandes’ Transnational Feminism in the United States.  Jan. 
31, Institute for Women and Gender, University of Michigan, Jan. 31, 2013.  

2013c “The Colonial Office and the Moment of British sociology, 1940s-1960s.” Symposium 
“What is an event?,” Doctoral Program in Anthropology and History, University of 
Michigan, February 8. 

2013d. “The Fate of Social Class in Contemporary American Sociology.” Paper presented at the 
“Conversations in Michigan Sociology panel,” March 10. 

2013f Comparison, Transnationalism, and Postcolonial Theory in the study of German 
colonialism. Comments at “Roundtable discussion on German Colonialism,” History 
Department, University of Michigan, April 3.  

2013g “The Ruins of Las Vegas: A Post-Imperial Analysis.” Paper presented at  Annual 
Meeting of the American Comparative Literature Association, April 7, 2013.  

2013h “Craig Calhoun’s analysis of the Public Sphere.” Tanner Lecture Symposium on Human 
Values, University of Michigan, April 12. 

2013i “Child of the Empire: British Sociology and Colonialism, 1940s-1960s.” Paper for 
conference on “Governing Empires: Native Policies, Violence and Colonial 
Development.” Institute of Social Sciences (University of Lisbon), May 24.  

2013j “The Evolution of post-colonial studies and their links to comparative historical studies 
of empire.” For conference “When Postcolonial Meets Postimperial: Sovereignty, Politics 
of Difference, and Composite Society in Comparative Perspectives.” Organized by the 
journal Ab Imperio, May 27−28, 2013, St. Petersburg, Russia; National Research 
University Higher School of Economics, St. Petersburg, Russia. May 29. 

2013k “The colonial origins of British and French sociology, 1940s-1960s.” Paper presented at 
panel “Rethinking the Global & Transnational in Power and Politics,” Section on Global 
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and Transnational Sociology Invited Session, American Sociological Association 
meetings, NYC, 12 August. 

2013l “History, Comparison, and Critical Realism.” Conference on Critical Realism, New 
York, August 18. 

2013m “The colonial origins of post-war British sociology.” Paper accepted for North American 
Conference on British Studies Annual Meeting, Portland, Oregon, Nov. 8-10, 2013 
(cancelled).   

2013n “Social Fields at the Scale of Empires: Revising Bourdieu’s Theory.” University of 
Chicago Workshop on Comparative Politics, October 30. 

2013o “Toward a Bourdieusian Analysis of Empires.” Presented at conference on “The Many 
Hands of the State.” Northwestern University, November 20. 

2013p “Seven Theses on the Sociology of States and Empires, after Bourdieu’s Sur l’état. Panel 
at the Social Science History Association, Chicago, November 21, 2013. 

2013q Comment on Vivek Chibber, Postcolonial Theory and the Specter of Capital (Verso 
2013). Annual meeting of the Social Science History Association, Chicago, November 
21, 2013.  

2013r “Sovereignty and Theories of Empire.” Annual meeting of the Social Science History 
Association, Chicago, November 22, 2013. With Julia Adams. 

2013s “Response to Crtitics of Sociology and Empire.” Annual meeting of the Social Science 
History Association, Chicago, November 23, 2013.  

2012a “The German Colonial Exhibition of 1896.” Lecture at Centre Norbert Elias, 
CNRS/EHESS, Marseille, January 30.  

2012b Presentation at Seminar “Seven theses on the state” in series “The State: from the genesis 
of bureaucratic field to the recomposition of international elites,” CNRS center, Cultures 
et sociétés urbaines, organized by Franck Poupeau. Feb. 12 

2012c “The Intellectual Productivity of Empire: Colonialism and the Second Founding of 
British Sociology after 1945.” Centre européen de sociologie et de science politique de la 
Sorbonne (CESSP), Paris, Feb.14  

2012d “Historicizing and Spatializing Field Theory: A Study of Disciplinary Separation and 
Interaction between Sociology and History.” Presentation in Historical Sociology of 
Knowledge seminar, EHESS, Paris, Feb. 17. 

2012e “The Intellectual Productivity of Empire: Colonialism and the Second Founding of 
British Sociology after 1945.” Paper presented at the Donnerstagseminar (Thursday 
Seminar), Deutsches Literaturarchiv Marbach, April 26. 

2012f “Seven Theses on the Sociology of States and Empires.” Conference on global and 
postcolonial sociology, London School of Economics, April 30. 

2012g Invited participant in workshop on “Legacies of Empires,” London, organized by Sandra 
Halperin (Royal Holloway, London) and Ronen Palan (University of Birmingham), June.  

2012h  Panelist and panel organizer, “Real Dystopias,” Presidential Thematic session, Annual 
meetings of the American Sociological Association. 

2012i “Critical Realism.” Invited participant in panel on Realism and Social Science, ASA 
meetings, Denver CO, August (cancelled).  

2012j Participant in panel ‘Post-America’, “Imaging Detroit” conference, Perrien Park, Detroit. 
Sponsored by Metropolitan Observatory for Digital Culture and Representation, Sept. 22.  

2012k Invited participant, panel on social class. Social Science History Association meetings, 
Vancouver. Nov. 1, 2012.   
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2012l  “Toward a Bourdieusian Analysis of Empires: Rescaling Field Theory.” Paper presented 
at session on “The Many Hands of the State.” Social Science History Association 
meetings, Vancouver, Nov. 2, 2012.   

2011a “The Imperial Entanglements of Sociology and the Question of Scientific Autonomy: 
Germany, France, Britain, and the United States (1910-2010).” Sponsored by Trudeau 
Centre for Peace and Conflict Studies, Centre for European, Russian, and Eurasian 
Studies, Joint Initative for German and European Studies, and Centre for the Study of the 
United States, University of Toronto, March 17. 

2011b “The Anti-Comparative Imperative: German Historicism in the Human Sciences.” Paper 
delivered to workshop on “The Comparative Imperative: Capitalism, Comparison and 
Social Transformation.” New York University, February 18-19, 2011. 

2011c Participant in the panel “Why Compare?”, Comparative Literature program, University of 
Michigan, March 28.  

2011d “The Imperial Entanglements of Sociology and the Question of Scientific Autonomy: 
Germany, France, Britain, and the United States (1910-2010).” Invited keynote lecture at 
the 60th anniversary annual conference of the British Sociological Association, London, 
April 7. 

2011e  ‘Historical Sociology: New Directions?’ Presented at a ‘Meet the Author’ at the 60th 
anniversary annual conference of the British Sociological Association, London, April 6.  

2011f Participant in workshop at Goldsmith’s College, University of London on 
“empty/indeterminate' lands,” April 4-5, London. 

2011g Keynote address, conference on ”Envisioning the Future of Sociology: A Postgraduate 
Event,” White Rose University Consortium (Universities of Leeds, Sheffield, and York), 
York (UK), April 11, 2011.  

2011h  “Colonial states, imperial bureaucracies, and social science: Rethinking Bourdieu's field 
theory on an imperial scale.” Invited Keynote Lecture, Trinity College, Dublin. 
Conference at on “Empires and Bureaucracy in European History.” June 16–18. 

2011i “Sociologists, Empire, and Scientific Autonomy: Germany, France, Britain, and the 
United States.” Paper at panel on “The Comparative History of European Social 
Science,” 18th International Conference of Europeanists, Barcelona, Spain,  June 20-22, 
2011 

2011j “A Model of Disciplinary Separation and Interaction: Sociology and its Neighbors.“ 
Paper prepared for conference on “The Sociology of the Social Sciences 1945-2010,” 
University of Copenhagen, Denmark, June 9-11.  

2011k Panelist, discussion of Cities Under Siege: The New Military Urbanism, by Stephen 
Graham, at meetings of Social Science History Association, Nov. 17-20, Boston, 
Massachusetts. 

2011l Empires, Imperial States and Colonial Societies: Sociological Research and Theoretical 
Contributions, 1890s to the present.” For session on "Empires and Civilizations,“ 
American Sociological Association meetings, Las Vegas, August 2011.  

2011m Paper on “The Origins of Global Sociology: Sociological research in Nazi-occupied 
Europe and in African and Asian colonies during the 20th century.” At the meetings of 
Social Science History Association, Nov. 17-20, Boston, Massachusetts. 

2011n Roundtable participant: “The Many Hands of the State.” At the meetings of Social 
Science History Association, Nov. 17-20, Boston, Massachusetts. 
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2011o “Against Comparison: German Historicism in the Human Sciences.” Presentation at 
workshop “Competing and complementary visions of the social: history, sociology, 
anthropology,” Central European University, Budapest, September 23-24, 2011. 

2010a Columbia University. “Colonialisms and Imperialisms: Comparisons, Confrontations, 
and Connections in the Study of Imperial Power Formations.” March 12. 

2010b Keynote address, Michigan Social Theory conference, March 13.  
2010c Invited lecture, University of Minnesota. “Sociologists in the field and the field of 

sociology: The imperial entanglements of Sociology in Germany, France, Britain, and the 
United States since the 19th century” (April 30).  

2010d Lecture at Central European University, Budapest, June 7.  
2010e “The Imperial Entanglements of Sociology in Germany, France, Britain, and the United 

States since the 19th Century. Reevaluating the Connell Thesis.” Lecture at University of 
Sydney, Department of History, “History on Monday” series for Postgraduates and 
Faculty, August 9. 

2010f “Sociologists and Empires.” Invited annual lecture at LaTrobe University, Thesis Eleven 
Centre for Cultural Sociology, Melbourne, Australia, August 11. 

2010g “Thirty Years of Thesis Eleven.” Presentation to Thesis Eleven Centre for Cultural 
Sociology, La Trobe University, Melbourne, Australia, August 10, seminar “Thirty Years 
- One Hundred Issues.” 

2010h “Bourdieu and Freud.” Invited lecture at University of Mebourne, Departments of 
Anthropology and Social Theory, Melbourne, Australia, August 12. 

2010i McKay Lecture at Dalhousie University II (Halifax, Canada), in series on “Global change 
and the need for a new social imagination,” Sept. 16. 

2010j “The Imperial Entanglements of Sociology and the Question of Scientific Autonomy: 
Germany, France, Britain, and the United States (1910-2010). Invited public lecture, 35th 
Congress (centenary jubileee congress) of the German Sociological Society, Frankfurt am 
Main, October 14. Video of lecture at http://dgs2010.de/george-steinmetz-the-imperial-
entanglements-of-sociology 

2010k Participant in Presidential panel on ”Race, nation, power, politics” at the 2010 meetings 
of the Social Science History Association, November 18-21.  

2009a Keynote Speaker, conference on “Global Wounds: Collective Memory in Europe and 
Beyond.” School of Arts, Histories, and Cultures, University of Manchester, UK, May. 

2009b “Did imperial forms change in different epochs?” Paper prepared for conference on 
“Colonialism and European Identities.” Paper presented to Colonialism and European 
Identities conference, at Center for International and Area Studies, Yale University, April 
17-19. 

2009c “The Devil’s Handwriting: Precoloniality and the German Colonial State in Qingdao, 
Samoa, and Southwest Africa.” Invited lecture on The Devil's Handwriting. Cornell 
University, Institute for German Cultural Studies, April 2. 

2009d “‘Socioanalysis’: The insistence of the psychoanalytic in Bourdieu's sociology,”  Eastern 
Sociological Society conference, panel on Sociology and Psychoanalysis. Baltimore, 
March 2009. 

2009e “Sociologists and empire in France, Germany, Great Britain, and the United States 
(1880s-1960s): the relations between science and imperialism." Lecture in Haverford 
College’s Distinguished Visitor program, Feb 17. 
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2009f “How Bourdieu’s theory of symbolic capital might be more fruitfully utilized to study 
global inequality.” Paper prepared for interdisciplinary, international conference on “The 
Cultural Wealth of Nations,” at the University of Michigan, March 27-28, 2009. 

2009g "Nazi Germany and the transformation of German and American sociology." Paper for 
session on "historicizing historical sociology" at annual meetings of the American 
Sociological Association in San Francisco. With Dan Sherwood. August. 

2009h “Sociology and Documentary Film.” Paper at panel on Ethnographies of Place,” annual 
meetings of the American Sociological Association in San Francisco. August. 

2009i “Bourdieu, Lacan and Psychoanalysis.” Paper for 3rd Annual mini-conference on 
“Psychoanalytic Approaches to Society,” in San Francisco, Aug. 7.                 

2009j “Refugee Scholars, Inner Emigrants, and How They Changed Social Science.” Paper for 
session on “Intellectual Migrants and Changing National Social Science Fields” at Social 
Science History Association Conference, Long Beach, CA, Nov. 12-15.  

2009k “Charles Tilly and the Revolution in Historical Sociology.” Paper presented at panel on 
“Understanding Mechanisms - Empowering Agency: Charles Tilly and the Social 
Process.” Social Science History Association Conference, Long Beach, CA, Nov. 12-15.  

2009l “Scientific Autonomy: The German Social Scientists and Empire, 1880–1945.” Paper 
prepared for conference “Empire, Postcolonial Theory, and the Human Sciences.” New 
School for Social Research, April 23, 2009. 

2009m Panelist, 75th anniversary celebration of the founding of the University in Exile, New 
School for Social Research, April 25. 

2009n “Sociology and colonialism.” Paper presented to Princeton University's department of 
sociology departmental colloquium. Sept. 29. 

2009o “From Postcolonial Theory to the new Sociology of Knowledge.” Paper presented at 
Berkeley Sociology Colloquium series, UC-Berkeley, Nov. 16. 

2008a “Denationalizing field theory: The German Colonial State and its Nomothetes.” 
Presentation to the Puck Seminar series, New York University, Sociology Department, 
Feb. 27. 

2008b Presentation on the reception and use of French sociology in the US, Seminar of the 
Réseau thématique pluridisciplinaire, « Société en évolution, science sociale en 
mouvement »; Quelle place pour la sociologie française à l’international ? Chine, Brésil, 
Etats-Unis », at Centre de Sociologie des Organisations, Paris, May 20, 2008. 

2008c “Historical sociology in Germany and the United States : a Failed Transfer (1930-1970).” 
Presentation to the international conference “Science humaines et sociales en société,” 
Paris, Grand Amphithéâtre, Université Paris Descartes and Amphithéâtre Durkheim, 
Sorbonne, May 15-17. 

2008d “Imperial and Anti-Imperial Sociology in the US, France and Germany.” Paper for the 
annual meetings of the American Sociological Association, session on the history of 
sociology, August 2. 

2008e.  “Response to critics.” At the annual meetings of the American Sociological Association, 
session on The Devil’s Handwriting, August 2. 

2008f.  “Sociology and Empire.” Keynote Lecture to the mini-conference on Sociology and 
Empire, Boston University, August 1.  

2008g  Paper on “Comparative Colonialism” at the annual meetings of the Social science history 
association, October 23-26, 2008, Miami, Florida.  
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2008h  "The Entanglement of Sociologists with Overseas Empire: France, Germany, Great 
Britain, and the United States (1880s-1960s).” lecture at Comparative Research 
Workshop, Yale University, Oct. 27.  

2008i “Sociologists and empire in France, Germany, Great Britain, and the United States 
(1880s-1960s): the relations between science and foreign policy." Rutgers University, 
Department of Sociology colloquium series. Dec. 3. 

2007a  “Theorizing the colonial state.” Lecture to University of Lancaster, UK, Journal of 
Historical Sociology group, Feb. 13. 

2007b “Drei Arten am Kolonialismus zu leiden.” Lecture at Arnold Bergstraesser Insitut, 
Freiburg, Germany, July 2.  

2007c “Robin Wagner-Pacifici’s The Art of Surrender.”  Paper prepared for the annual meetings 
of the American Sociological Association in New York.  

2007d “Linda Zerilli’s Feminism and the abyss of freedom.” Paper prepared for the annual 
meetings of the American Sociological Association in New York.  

2007e   “Repenser l’Etat colonial. Le colonialisme allemande entre genocide et contact culurel.” 
Presentation to the Centre de sociologie européenne, Ecole des hautes etudes en sciences 
sociales. February 5.  

2007f   “The sociology of American sociology in the mid-Twentieth century. Presented in the 
seminar “Épistémologie des sciences sociales.” EHESS, Paris. 

2007g Lewis A. Coser Award Lecture, “Social Theory and Colonialism: Understanding 
Empires, Past and Present,” under the auspices of the Section on Sociological Theory, 
American Sociological Association in New York, August. 

2007h “Colonial Melancholy and Fordist Nostalgia: The Ruinscapes of Namibia and Detroit.” 
Ghent University, Department of Architecture and Urban Planning, March 9. 

2007i “La mélancolie coloniale et la nostalgie du fordisme: Les paysages de ruines (ruinscapes) 
en Namibie et à Détroit (USA). ” Presentation to séminaire commun du Centre d’Etudes 
Africaines, Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales, March 12 (discussant Remy 
Bazenguissa-Ganga). 

2007j  “Comparaisons empiriques des empires: Du colonialisme au noveau modèle imperial 
américain.” Presentation to seminar “Histoire du fait coloniale : Enjeux, problématiques, 
expériences.” Feb 1. EHESS, Jean Hebrard workshop.  

2007k  “For transdisciplinarity.” Presentation to the Workshop on Questions of Methods across 
the disciplines,” University of Chicago Center in Paris, March 22. 

2007l The Vagaries of the History-Sociology Relationship in the United States.” Presentation to 
the Stony Brook Initiative for Historical Social Sciences, SUNY-Stony Brook, October 3, 
2007. 

2007m Participant in roundtable discussion on the historical aspects of executive power, Center 
for the Study of Law and Culture, Columbia University Law School. Part of series on 
"Executive Power.” October 4th, 2007. 

2007n “The Historical Sociology of Historical Sociology: Notes toward a Comparative Analysis 
of an Interdisciplinary Space in France, Germany, and the United States." Presentation to 
the Anthropology and History program at the University of Michigan, ec. 7. 

2007o  “The Historical Sociology of Historical Sociology: from Germany to the United States 
and back again.” Talk to the New School for Social Research, Sociology Department. 
December. 
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2006a “Bill Sewell’s Logics of History.”  Paper presented at panel at the Social Science History 
Association meetings in Minneapolis, November. 

2006b “The first genocide of the 20th century in German Southwest Africa: An exception or the 
colonial rule?” Lecture to Schoolcraft College, Livonia, Michigan, “Focus Africa” series, 
October 18.  

2006c “Bourdieu and the colonial state field.” Presented at the conference “Practicing Pierre 
Bourdieu: In the Field and Across the Disciplines.” University of Michigan, Sept. 28-30.  

2006d “Sovereignty and U.S. Empire.” With Julia Adams.  Paper presented at panel on 
“sovereignty” at the American Sociological Association annual meetings, Montréal,  
August.  

2006e “Discipline and Hybridity.”  Presented at session on “Disciplinarity and Hybridity” at the 
American Sociological Association annual meetings, Montréal, August. 

2006f Seminar on documentary film and social research, Northwestern University, Comparative 
and Historical Sociology Workshop, March 2.  

2006g “The US Empire in comparative perspective: Imperialism, or 
Colonialism?“ Distinguished lecture series, “Theorizing the Present,” Chicago Center for 
Contemporary Theory, the University of Chicago, March 3. 

2005a “The Colonial Moment in the Long History of German Empire.” Paper presented at 
conference “The Colonial Moment: Imperial Hegemonic Transactions in Comparative 
Perspectives,” convened by J.-F. Bayart and R. Bertrand at the Center for International 
Research and Studies, December (CERI), Paris, December 19.  

2005b “Notes toward a causal analysis of understandings of causality in the social sciences.”  
Paper presented at the panel “Discovering Causal Mechanisms in Historical Settings” at 
the Social Science History Association Meetings in Portland, Oregon, November. 

2005c   Seminar on “theories of circulation,” organized by Beth Povinelli (Columbia University) 
and Michael Warner (Rutgers), November, New York City.  

2005d “Qingdao as a Colony.”  Lecture to Chinese Literature Department, Qingdao Oceanic 
University, Qingdao, China, August 2005. 

2005e  “Between Colonialism and Imperialism: The Anomaly of China in 19th-century European 
Representations and Political Strategy.”  For conference at Qinghua (Tsinghua) 
University, China, August 2005, international conference on “Comparative Modernisms: 
Empire, Aesthetics, and History,” August 3-6. 

2005f “The Location of Theory in American Sociology,” Annual meetings of the American 
Sociological Association, San Francisco, August.  

2005g “Bourdieu and the Psychoanalytic theory of the Subject.” Paper prepared for conference 
“Bourdieuian Theory and Historical Analysis,” Yale University, April 29-May 1.  

2005h  “From ‘Native Policy’ to Exterminationism: German Southwest Africa, 1904, in 
Comparative Perspective.”  Paper presented to Comparative Social Analysis Seminar at 
UCLA. April 21, 2005.  

2005i  “Ethnography and Empire: The German Colonial Field of Power (1884-1915) and the 
Sociology of the State.”  Keynote address, conference on “Culture, the State, and Social 
Change,” The University of Pennsylvania, April 1. 

2005j “Scientific Authority and the Transition to Post-Fordism: The Plausibility of Positivism 
in American Sociology since 1945.”  Lecture to School of Sociology, University of the 
West of England, UK, March 1. 
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2005k “Ethnography and the Colonial State.” Lecture to the University of the West of England, 
UK, School of Cultural Studies, March 2. 

2004a “More Cats than People? Misrecognition in Detroit, USA.” Presentation to the 
Anthropology Colloquium, University of Michigan. Dec. 10. 

2004b “The Herero Genocide, one Hundred Years After.”  Invited lecture at the House of World 
Cultures, Berlin, conference organized by Paul Gilroy on “Black Atlantic: Travelling 
Cultures, Counter-Memories, Networked Identities,” Nov. 13. 

2004c “Is the U.S. an Empire? Engaging the Debates.”  Julia Adams and George Steinmetz, 
Social Science History Association, Chicago, November. 

2004d “Fantasies of Exaltation: Social Class, Precolonial Discourse, and German 
Eingeborenenpolitik in Southwest Africa (1884-1914) in Comparative Perspective.” 
Paper for conference “Decontaminating the Namibian Past, 1904-2004.” University of 
Namibia, Windhoek Campus, August 17-24. 

2004e “Rethinking the Legacies of the Nineteenth Century: China and the World in Transition.” 
Paper prepared for “Rethinking the Legacies of Nineteenth-Century China,” conference 
at the University of Michigan, April 9-10. 

2004f “Odious Comparisons,” Northwestern University, Department of Sociology, March.  
2004g “Juan Díez Medrano’s Framing Europe:  Attitudes to European Integration in Germany, 

Spain, and the United Kingdom.  Council for European Studies, annual meetings, 
Chicago, March. 

2004h “Detroit and Komsomolsk: Living among Ruins”: Presentation to the Advanced Study 
Center, International Institute, University of Michigan, Jan. 9.  With Thomas Lahusen. 

2003a “Odious Comparisons?” Social Science History Association, Baltimore, November.  
2003b “Empire, Imperialism, or Colonialism?  Histories of Hegemony, from Windhoek to 

Washington, by way of Basra.” Paper prepared for conference “Lessons of Empire,” 
Sponsored by the Social Science Research Council, New York City, September 26-27.  

2003c “The Formation of ‘Native Policy’: Intra-Elite Conflicts in the Colony and Metropole.”  
Paper at international conference “Das Kaiserreich transnational; Deutschland in der Welt 
1871-1914,” in Blankensee, Germany, March 27-29. 

2003d “The Crisis of Western Sociology Reconsidered: Politics of Method within a Discipline.”  
Lecture, Institute for the Humanities, Universtity of Michigan, February.  

2002a  Presentation on the history of US social science and area studies, to German-American 
Roundtable, at Harnack House, Berlin, Germany, organized by Stifterverband für die 
deutsche Wissenschaft, October. 

2002b Presentation to Center for Comparative Research, Yale University, October. 
2002c Paper presented on historical sociology and participation in day-long mini-conference on 

“The Making and Unmaking of Modernity: Politics and Processes for Historical 
Sociology” at the University of Michigan, March 9. 

2002d “The Uses of Comparison: Latent Positivism, Incommensurability, and Critical Realism.”  
Precirculated paper for conference at New York University on “Problems of 
Comparability/Possibilities for Comparative Studies,” March 1-3. 

2002e “Fantasies of Exaltation: Social Class, Precolonial Discourse, and the Native Policies of 
German Colonial Officials.”  Paper presented at the biannual meetings of the Council for 
European Studies, International Conference of Europeanists, Chicago, March. 

2001a “‘States of Emergency’ after September 11: The End of History or a New Phase of 
Capitalist Regulation?”  Paper presented at colloquium on “States of Emergency” 



George Steinmetz, curriculum vitae, p. 28 
 
 

 

sponsored by the Anthropology and History program at the University of Michigan on 
Dec. 7. 

2001b “Colonialism Between the Humanities and the Social Sciences: A Tale of Three German 
Colonies.”  Sociology Department colloquium, University of Michigan, November.  

2001c “Racial Discourse and the Sociology of Colonialism.”  Paper presented at Special Session 
on “Racialized Ways of Seeing,” at the annual meetings of the American Sociological 
Association, Anaheim, CA, August. 

2001d Paper prepared for Ford Foundation Workshop on Cultural Politics conference, Istanbul, 
Turkey, May/June. 

2001e “Problems of Comparison.  Reconsidering the New Social Movements in an era of Far-
Right Activism.”  Lecture presented at conference “Modes of Comparison: Theory and 
Practice.  A Conference in Honor of Professor Raymond Grew.” University of Michigan, 
May.   

2001f “The Long Revolution in Sociology's Positivist Unconscious: A History of the Present.”  
Paper for conference on the “Making and Unmaking of Modernity: Politics and Processes 
for Historical Sociology” at Northwestern University, April. 

2001g “Sociology in an Era of Fragmentation: Alvin Gouldner's Coming Crisis of Western 
Sociology after 30 Years.”  With Ou-Byung Chae.  Paper prepared for special 
commemorative session on Alvin Gouldner at the Midwest Sociological Society meetings 
in St. Louis, Missouri, April 5-8.  

2001h “Positivism and Sociology: From 1945 to the Science Wars.” Paper given at the 
University of Toronto, Department of Sociology, sponsored by the Canadian Centre for 
the Study of the U.S. and the editors of Critical Sociology, March 8. 

2000a “Positivism and Sociology.”  Paper prepared for session on “Positivism in the Postwar 
Social Sciences” at the annual meetings of the Social Science History Association, 
Pittsburgh, November. 

2000b “The Influence of Precolonial Ethnographic Discourse on `Native Policy' in German 
Southwest Africa, Samoa, and Qingdao, 1880s-1914.”  Presentation at the University of 
Western Ontario, Department of Sociology, September. 

2000c “Precoloniality: Ethnographic Discourse and Colonial Practice in German Overseas 
Imperialism, 1780s-1914.  Lecture at Northwestern University, Dept. of Sociology, Feb. 
10. 

1999a “The Long Revolution in Sociology's Positivist Unconscious: A History of the Present.”  
Paper presented at the meetings of the Social Science History Association, November, 
Fort Worth, Texas. 

1999b  “Colonial Discourse before Colonialism: German images of China, Southern Africa, and 
Samoa, 1780s-1880s.”  MacArthur Distinguished Lecture, University of Minnesota, 
Dept. of Sociology and Center for German and European Studies, May. 

1998a  “Modernity and Modernism in ‘Modern’ Social Theory.”  Paper presented on inaugural 
panel of theme year “Putting the Modern in its Place,” Center for the Study of Social 
Transformation,” University of Michigan, Fall. 

1998b “The Contributions of Historical Sociology.” Paper prepared for the 1998 American 
Sociological Association meetings in San Francisco, panel on “Challenging General 
Linear Reality; Reports from the Fields,” August. 

1998c “New Approaches to the Study of the State and Culture,” presented at conference on the 
role of ideas and culture in political life, Princeton University, May 15-16. 
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1997a “The Body in Social Theory.”  Paper for conference on German History, University of 
Michigan, fall. 

1997b “State/Culture: the Effects of Culture on State Formation.” Presented at panel at the 
meetings of the Social Science History Association, Washington, D.C. November. 

1997c “Kathleen Canning's Languages of Labor and Gender,” presented at the Social Science 
History Association meetings, Washington, D.C. November. 

1997d “Theorizing the Colonial State: the German Overseas Empire, 1880-1914.” Presented at 
the annual meetings of the American Sociological Association, Toronto, August.  

1997e “The Welfare State and Cultural Theory.” Presentation to Princeton University, Council 
on Regional Studies seminar on “The Welfare State in Good Times and Bad,” February. 

1996a Invited presentation to University of Iowa, Sociology Department, Social Theory 
workshop, Nov. 15, 1996. 

1996b “Theorizing the Colonial State: the German Overseas Empire, 1880-1914” Lecture at 
University of Calfornia-Berkeley, Department of Sociology, November. 

1996c “German Colonialism: An Ex-centric Revision of the Sonderweg Debate.” Prepared for 
round table panel on “Rethinking German Peculiarities” at the annual meetings of the 
German Studies Association, Seattle, October 1996. 

1996d “Bringing Culture Back in to the Study of State Formation.” Invited lecture at Beijing 
University (Beijing Daxue), Sociology Department, Beijing, China, May.  

1995a “Bhaskar’s Critical Realism and its Significance for Historical Sociology” Presented at 
panel “Between Political Economy and Postmodernism” at the meetings of the American 
Sociological Association in Washington D.C. August. 

1995b “Distorting Mirrors: Exoticism, Assimilation, and Aesthetic Reflexivity in German 
Colonialism.” Paper given at the inaugural conference for the German Studies program at 
the University of Texas-Austin, April.  

1994a Participated in the second conference on “Problems of Democratization: Beyond Civil 
Society” at the University of Michigan-Ann Arbor in October, contributed paper on the 
current extreme right-wing movement in Germany.   

1994b Presentation on contemporary right-wing violence in Germany at panel on “Xenophobic 
Political Movements in Europe” at the August ASA meetings in Los Angeles. 

1994c “Fordism and the ‘Immoral Economy’ of Right-Wing Violence in Contemporary 
Germany.” Presentation at the eleventh annual Midwest Radical Scholars Conference, 
sponsored by the Havens Center for the Study of Social Structure and Social Change at 
the University of Wisconsin-Madison. May 27-29.  

1993a Presentation on comparative history of the welfare state to MIT/Harvard group on 
Comparative Politics, December.  

1993b Paper on the current extreme right-wing movement in Germany for conference on 
“Problems of Democratization: Beyond Civil Society” at the University of Michigan-Ann 
Arbor. Co-sponsored by the program in the Comparative Study of Social Transformations 
and the Center for Transcultural Studies. December. 

1993c Lecture on German colonialism given in lecture series on 
“Kultur/Kommerz/Kommunikation: Interdisciplinary Perspectives on Germany and 
Austria, 1890-1945” in December at the Smart Museum of Art, University of Chicago. 
Dec. 6, 5:30 p.m. 
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1993d “State Formation in the German Colonies before 1914.” Paper given at panel on “The 
Colonial State in Comparative Perspective” at the November meetings of the Social 
Science History Association.  

1992a Faculty presentation, University of Michigan, Center for the Study of Social 
Transformations, March 2-3. 

1992b  “Regulation Theory, Post-Marxism, and the New Social Movements.” Lecture at 
University of Michigan, Center for the Study of Social Transformations, March 2-3. 

1991a Lecture at University of Texas at Austin, March 1991, for interdisciplinary series on 
states and state theory. 

1991b Lecture at Cornell University, Department of Sociology, in April. 
1991c “Democratic Movements and Social Reform in Imperial Germany.” Paper given at panel 

on “Comparative Democratic Movements, 1860’s-1914,” at the 106th annual meeting of 
the American Historical Association (December). 

1991d “Cities, States, and Society in Imperial Germany,” paper given at international 
conference “Germany and Russia in the Twentieth Century in Comparative Perspective,” 
at the University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, Sept. 19-22. 

1990a Participant in interdisciplinary conference on the comparative development of the welfare 
state, “Public/Private Relations in the Shaping of Social Welfare in Germany, England 
and the US from the 1870s to the 1930s.” Werner Reimers-Stiftung, Bad Homburg 
v.d.H., West Germany, March. 

1990b Paper given at session on “Political Culture and Politics: Germany in comparative and 
historical perspective.” Council for European Studies, Seventh International Conference 
of Europeanists, Washington, DC, March. 

1990c Lecture at Northwestern University, Department of Sociology in March, 1990.  
1990d “Changes in German Local Politics from the mid-19th Century to 1933.” Paper presented 

at session on “Municipalités et politiques locales en longue durée”: Modèles et 
Tendences (1890-1990)”/”Municipalities and local politics in the longue durée: models 
and trajectories 1880-1890” at the 12th World Congress of the International Sociological 
Association in Madrid, July. 

1989a Paper given at the DAAD (German Academic Exchange Service) conference “The 
Kaiserreich in the 1990s: New Research, New Directions, New Agendas” at the 
University of Pennsylvania, Feb. 23-25. 

1989b Lecture at the Kellogg Institute, University of Notre Dame, Committee for European 
Studies. Dec. 6. 

1989c “Women as Agents and Objects of Social Policy: Gender and Welfare in the German 
Empire.” Paper presented to the German Studies Association in Milwaukee, session on 
“Women, Welfare, and the German State.”  

1989d “Social Policy in the German Empire and the Myth of the Autonomous State.” Paper 
presented at session on Historical Sociology at the Annual meeting of the American 
Sociological Association, San Francisco. 

1989e “Narratives and Chronicles in German Working-class Formation.” Paper presented at 
session on “Narrative Dimensions of Working-Class and Gender Formation in 19th and 
20th Century Europe.” Annual meeting of the Social Science History Association, 
Washington, D.C. 
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1989f “Coercion, Conflict, and Consent in Marxist and Post-Marxist Theory.” Paper presented 
at session on “Conflict: Theoretical Approaches” at the Midwest Sociological 
Association Meetings in St. Louis, in March.  

1988a “German Exceptionalism or German Modernity? Bourgeoisie and Welfare State During 
the Second Empire.” Paper given at session on “New Perspectives on the Kaiserreich,” 
annual meeting of German Studies Association, Philadelphia. 

1988b “Explaining Historical Changes in Social Policy: The Case of Unemployment Policies 
and Public Assistance in Imperial Germany.” Paper presented at session on “The State in 
Comparative Perspective” at the annual meeting of the American Sociological 
Association in Atlanta, Georgia. 

1986a “The Working Class and the Welfare State in Germany, 1871-1914.” Paper presented at 
colloquium on Welfare States in Europe, organized by the Western European Studies 
Program at the University of Wisconsin-Madison. 

1986b “The Material Basis of Working Class Disunity: An Analysis of the Effects of 
Unemployment Upon Ideological Divisions Among French Workers During the 1880s.” 
Paper presented at the annual meetings of the American Sociological Association in New 
York City. 

1986c “Social Policy in the City: Welfare Programs in Imperial German Municipalities.” Paper 
presented at session on “Comparative Social Systems” at the annual meetings of the 
American Sociological Association in New York City. 

1986d “From the Welfare State to the Workhouse: Theories of Social Policy and the Transition 
from Poor Relief to Unemployment Insurance in German Cities, 1871-1914.” Paper 
presented at session on “Comparative/Historical Perspectives on State and Society” at the 
meetings of the Midwest Sociological Society. 

 
Conference discussant and moderator: 
-  Discusssant,. Seeing the World: How US Universities Make Knowledge in a Global Era, by 

Mitchell L. Stevens and Cynthia Miller-Idriss. Institute for Public Knowledge, NYU, April 
16.  

- Discussant, The intellectual legacy of Orlando's work on slavery, at the American Sociological 
Association meetings, Philadelphia, AUgus 11-14 2018.  

- Discussant, New Books on Empire, Ruth Ben-Ghiat's "Italian Fascism's Empire Cinema" and 
Susan Pedersen's "The Guardians: The League of Nations and the Crisis of Empire,” at the 
International Conference of Europeanists, April 14, 2016, Philadelphia. 

- Discussant, panel on “Sovereignty, States, and Empire,” at the annual conference of the Social 
Science History Association, Chicago, November 17-20, 2016. 

- Discussant, panel on “Patterns of Institutionalization Process in the Social Sciences in Europe,” 
at the annual conference of the Social Science History Association, Chicago, November 17-
20, 2016. 

- Discussant, panel on “Class and Capitalism Now,” at international conference Writing History 
after E.P. Thompson,” University of Michigan-University of Witswater, Nov. 16-18, 2015.  

- Discussant, 9th Junior Theorists Symposium (JTS), Chicago, IL August 21, 2015.  
- Discussant, session on “Historical sociology and the history of sociology.” ASA meetings, 

NYC, August 2013. 
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- Discussant, Transnational Feminism in the United States: Knowledge, Ethics, Power, by Leela 
Fernandes, in series Gender: New Works, New Questions, Institute for Research on Women 
and Gender, University of Michigan, Jan. 31, 2013 

- Moderator, invited panel on Politics and Cuture, ASA meetings, New York City, August 11, 
2013.  

- Discussant, regular session on Social Theory, “Theory and the Social,” American Sociological 
Association meetings, Las Vegas, August 2011. 

- Chair of session on “Re-thinking Gender and Power,” SSHA meetings, Chicago, November 19, 
2010. 

- Commentator at the University of Michigan Graduate Student Conference on European 
History, panel on“Germany’s Colonies in Postcolonial Germany,” March 20, 2010.  

- Discussant for session on empires, ASA Comparative Historical sociology mini-conference 
“Comparing Past and Present,” San Francisco, August 12, 2009. 

- Discussant for panel on “Identities and Organizational Forms in the British Empire,” Social 
Science History Association conference, Miami, Oct. 25, 2008. 

- Respondent to panel on The Devil’s Handwriting: Precoloniality and the German Colonial 
State in Qingdao, Samoa, and Southwest Africa., at the August 2008 Meetings of the 
American Sociological Association in Boston.  

- Respondent to panel on The Devil’s Handwriting: Precoloniality and the German Colonial 
State in Qingdao, Samoa, and Southwest Africa., at the November 2008 meetings of the 
Social Science History Association in Chicago. 

- Discussant and respondant at the conference “Sociologie, histoire. Histoire, sociologie. Journée 
d’étude autour de George Steimetz.” Conference at the Maison Suger, Paris, March 30 2007. 
Organized by Prof. Christian Topalov, CNRS, EHESS.  

-- Moderator of session on Julia Adams, Elisabeth Clemens, and Ann Orloff, eds., Remaking 
Modernity: Politics, Processes and History in Sociology. Annual meeting of Europeanists, 
Chicago,  March 31, 2006. 

-- Discussant of director Jean-Marie Teno’s film “Le malentendu colonial,” Symposium on 
“Rewriting Africa,” University of Michigan, April 17, 2006.   

- Respondent to panel on The Politics of Method in the Human Sciences: Positivism and its 
Epistemological Others, at the August 2006 Meetings of the American Sociological 
Association in Montreal.  

- Discussant at the conference “Rethinking German Modernities: The ‘Germanness’ of German 
History,” May 26-27, 2006, University of Michigan. 

- Discussant, Panel at Asian Studies Association, March 2000, San Diego, panel on “Modernity, 
Difference, and Comparison: Issues of Epistemology and Method.”  

-- Discussant, Panel on reparations policies, Social Science History Association, Baltimore,  
Nov. 2003.  

- Respondent to panel on The Politics of Method in the Human Sciences: Positivism and its 
Epistemological Others, at the November 2005 Social Science History Association Meetings 
in Portland, Oregon.  

- Discussant of Jeff Paige's Coffee and Power, with Profs. Steven Bunker (University of 
Wisconsin-Madison), special conference, October 1998, University of Michigan. 

- Discussant for panel on “State Power in the U.S. Colonial Empire,” Social Science History 
Association, Nov. 19-22 1998. 

- Participant in Midwest conference on German History, University of Michigan, Fall, 1997. 
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- Host for biannual meeting of the international “intervising network” in historical sociology at 
the University of Chicago, November 1995. 

- Chair of panel on “Culture and Political Production” at the annual meetings of the Social 
Science History Association in Atlanta, October 1994. 

- Discussant on panel on “Xenophobic Political Movements in Europe” at the 1994 ASA 
meetings in Los Angeles. 

- Moderator on “Author Meets Critic” session on Capitalist Development and Democracy (John 
Stephens, Charles Ragin, et al), 1993 ASA meetings in Miami Beach. 

- Commentator at “Author Meets Critic” session on The Moral Commonwealth by Philip 
Selznick, 1993 ASA meetings in Miami Beach.  

- Commentator on session “Interdisciplinary Perspectives on the Welfare State.” Meeting of the 
Social Science History Association in Washington, DC, November, 1989. 

- Comments on paper by Aristide Zolberg on “States, Multinationals, and Migrants” at the 
conference “Social Theory and Emerging Issues in a Changing Society” organized by Pierre 
Bourdieu and James S. Coleman, University of Chicago, April 4-8, 1989.  

- Commentator and chair of session “Documents of Death and Stories of Life: Obituaries and 
Life Stories in Historical Sociology and Social History.” 1988 meeting of the Social Science 
History Association in November, 1988 in Chicago. 

- Commentator on section on Urban Politics, “Strategies for Innovation: European and U.S. 
Perspectives.” 1988 Annual Meeting of the American Political Science Association. 
Washington, D.C., September 1-4, 1988. 

- Discussant for session on “Political and Economic Perspectives on Aging Societies,” section on 
Sociology of Aging. 1988 Annual Meeting of the American Sociological Association. 
Atlanta, Georgia, August 27, 1988. 

- Chair of panel on “The State and the Bourgeoisie in Modern France” at the 33rd Annual 
Conference of the Society for French Historical Studies. March, 1987, Minneapolis, 
Minnesota.  

 
Conference Panels Organized: 
Co-organizer of panel “Orlando Patterson: The Sociology of Slavery in the Long Durée,” with 

Fiona Greenland. Sponsored by the Comparative and Historical Section of the American 
Sociological Association, Philadelphia, August 2018. 

Organizer of panel “States, empires, and citizenship from the 1860s through the 1960s,” at the 
annual meetings of the American Historical Association, Jan., Denver, 2017. 

Organizer of invited panel “Theory, Epistemology, and Ethics in Historical Social Science,” 
sponsored by the Comparative and Historical Section of the American Sociological 
Association, Montreal, August 2017 

Organizer of invited panel “Bourdieu and historical sociology,” sponsored by the Comparative 
and Historical Section of the American Sociological Association, Montreal, August 2017 

Organizer of invited panel “Empires, Colonies, and Indigenous Peoples,” sponsored by the 
Comparative and Historical Section of the American Sociological Association, Montreal, 
August 2017 

Organizer of invited panel  “The Historical sociology of social science: Québecois perspectives,” 
cosponsored by the History of Sociology and Comparative and Historical Sections of the 
American Sociological Association, Montreal, August 2017 
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Organizer of panel on “Social Science, Social Conflict, and the Field of Power,” at the annual 
conference of the Social Science History Association, Chicago, November 17-20, 2016 

Organizer of session on “Historical sociology and the history of sociology.” Annual meetings of 
the American Sociological Association, NYC, August 2013. 

Co-organizer of session on “comparative history of European social science,” 18th international 
conference of Europeanists, Barcelona, Spain, June 20-22, 2011.  

Organizer of session on the transnational circulation of social scientists in dictatorship and 
democracy, Social Science History Association meeting, Oct. 2009. 

Co-organizer of ASA Comparative Historical sociology mini-conference “Comparing Past and 
Present,” San Francisco, August 11-12, 2009. 

Organizer of session on Julia Adams, Elisabeth Clemens, and Ann Orloff, eds., Remaking 
Modernity: Politics, Processes and History in Sociology. Annual meeting of Europeanists, 
Chicago,  March 31, 2006. 

Co-organizer with Mary Jo Maynes of session “History and Documentary Film” for the 2005 
Social Science History Association Meetings in Portlandm, Oregon.  

Organizer of regular session in Historical Sociology, American Sociological Association 
meetings, August 2005 

Co-organizer with Julia Adams of panel on “Rethinking Lessons of Empire” for the Social 
Science History Association meetings, Nov. 2004. 

Co-organizer with John Torpey of panel “The Past of States: the Politics of Reparations, Regret 
and Human Rights,” Social Science History Association, Baltimore,  Nov. 2003.  

Co-organizer with Julia Adams of panel on “Comparison and (In)commensurability,” Social 
Science History Association, Baltimore,  Nov. 2003.  

Organizer of panel for the Social Science History Association meetings in October 2000 on 
“Positivism and the Social Sciences during the Cold War and Beyond: Theoretical, 
Historical, and Comparative Accounts”  

Organizer of “section session” and “roundtable sessions” for the HistoricalComparative 
Sociology section of the American Sociological Association, annual Meetings, August 2000, 
in Washington, D.C.   

Organizer of session and chair of panel on “Cultures of Violence” at Ninth International 
Conference of Europeanists in Chicago, April 1994. 

Organizer of session for SSHA meetings in Baltimore, Nov. 4-7, 1993 on” “The Colonial State 
in Comparative Perspective.”  

Organizer of session for Eighth International Conference of Europeanists (Council for European 
Studies), Chicago, March, 1992. “European Welfare States from the Nineteenth Century to 
the Future: Theoretical and Political Questions.” Also chaired panel on “The Politics of 
Economic Transformation.” 

Co-organizer of session on “Beyond Working-Class Models of the Welfare State” for the 1991 
Social Science History Conference in New Orleans (October, 1991), with Ann Shola Orloff. 

Organizer and chair of session on “Social Movements in Historical Perspective,” 1991 meeting 
of the American Sociological Association, jointly sponsored by the Historical Sociology and 
Collective Behavior/Social Movements sections. 

Organizer and chair of session on “Historical Methods in Sociology,” 1990 meeting of the 
American Sociological Association in Washington, DC. 



George Steinmetz, curriculum vitae, p. 35 
 
 
 

 

Organizer and chair of session on “Political Culture and Politics: Germany in comparative and 
historical perspective.” Council for European Studies, Seventh International Conference of 
Europeanists, Washington, DC, March, 1990. 

Organizer of session on “The Role of Narrative in Social Action.” 1989 meeting of the Social 
Science History Association in Washington, DC, November 1989 (eventuated in special 
issue of Social Science History on narrative and history). 

Organizer and co-chair of session for the 12th World Congress of the International Sociological 
Association in Madrid, July 1990: “Municipalités et politiques locales en longue durée”: 
Modèles et Tendences (1890-1990)” (“Municipalities and local politics in the longue durée: 
models and trajectories 1880-1890”) , with Professor Jean-Yves Nevers, CNRS and 
Université de Toulouse le Mirail.  

 
Languages:  
German (near native fluency in reading and speaking) 
French (fluent reading, excellent speaking) 
Chinese (spoken Mandarin): three years intensive study 
 
Professional Activities: 
Book and journal editing: 

Creator and co-editor with Phil Gorski and Christian Smith, book series in “Post-
positivist social science.” Currently under review at University of Chicago Press.  

Founder and co-editor with Julia Adams of book series “Politics, History, and Culture,” 
published by Duke University Press (1999-2014). 

Co-editor, with David D. Laitin of the Wilder House series in Politics, History, and 
Culture, published with Cornell University Press, 1995-1999; Assistant Editor, Wilder 
House series in Politics, History, and Culture, Cornell University Press, 1988-1995; 
Co-founder, with David D. Laitin and Leora Auslander, Wilder House series in 
Politics, History, and Culture, Cornell University Press, 1988. 
Member of Scientific Committee, Dictionnaire International Bourdieu (CNRS 
éditions). 

Member of Scientific Committee, Bérose - Encyclopédie en ligne sur l’histoire de 
l’anthropologie et des savoirs ethnographiques (www.berose.fr) 

Co-editor, Serendipities – Journal for the Sociology and History of the Social  Sciences 
(2013-ff). 

Member of Editorial board/committee, Contemporary Sociology (2013- 2015); Journal of 
Critical Realism (2012ff); Critical Historical Studies (2013-); Political Power and 
Social Theory, 2004-present; Thesis Eleven (2010-present); Book series, Decolonial 
Perspectives for the Social Sciences, Lexington Books, Rowman&Littlefield (2015-); 
Social Forces (2011-2013); American Journal of Cultural Sociology (2013-); 
Comparative Studies in Society and History, 2004-2010; Sociological Theory (2004-
2009); Transeo Review, 2008-present (member of comité scientifique et de lecture); 
American Sociological Review (1996); American Journal of Sociology (Editorial 
Board), 1987-1997.  
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Member of Reviewer Board, Inter-American Key Topics Series Rethinking the Americas 
edited by the Center for Inter-American Studies (CIAS) at Bielefeld University, 
published by Ashgate in 2017.  

Associate Editor, Sociologica (Italian Journal of Sociology), January 2013-Dec. 2015  
Associate Editor, American Journal of Sociology, June 1989-August 1990. 
Editor, Newsletter of the Comparative and Historical Sociology section of the American 

Sociological Association, Fall 1991-Spring 1993. 
Reviewer for American Historical Review; American Journal of Cultural Sociology; 

American Journal of Sociology; American Sociological Review; Annual Review of 
Sociology; ARIEL: A Review of International English Literature; British Journal of 
Sociology; Canadian Journal of Sociology; Comparative Studies in Society and 
History; Constellations; Critical Historical Studies; Current Anthropology; European 
Journal of Social Theory; Focus on German Studies; Genèses: Journal of Critical 
Realism; International Studies Review; Journal of English History; Journal of 
Historical Sociology; Journal of Modern History; Journal of the History of the 
Behavioral Sciences; History of the Human Sciences; Journal of Classical Sociology; 
Journal of Global History; Law and Social Inquiry; Political Power and Social 
Theory; Rationality and Society; Social Forces; Social Politics; Social Science 
History; Sociological Quarterly; Sociological Perspectives; Sociological Theory, 
Subjectivity; Theory and Society.  

Reviewer of book manuscripts for Cornell University Press, Duke University Press, 
Harvard University Press, Princeton University Press, University of Chicago Press, 
University of Michigan Press, Ashgate, Palgrave, Brill, etc.  

 
Project coordination, consulting, evaluations, grant reviews: 
Member, Scientific governing committee (Comité de pilotage scientifique), Archives Pierre 

Bourdieu, Ecole Pratique des Hautes Études (Paris), 2015- 
Member, International Scientific Committee, Institute of Global studies, Paris Sciences et Lettres 

Research University, 2015-.  
Scientific Consultant to the project “Beyond the borders: science, agency and biographies in 

transit,” on the social sciences and colonialism, with a comparative focus between the 
Portuguese colonial empire during the post-WWII period and other empires. Funded by 
FCT (Portuguese science and technology foundation), first application in 2016, re-
application in 2017. 

Advisory Board, Research Center on Fragile States, Norwegian Institute of International Affairs, 
Oslo.  

Co-investigator, project on Critical Realism in the Philosophy of Social Science, funded by 
Tempelton Foundation (2013-2017). 

Member, Conseil scientifique du département de sciences sociales, École normale supérieure, 
Paris (2008-2009) 

Outside evaluator, European Studies Council, Yale University, for US Department of Education 
Title VI National Resource Center Grant, February 26-27, 2009.  

Consultant to Social Science Research Council, conference on “The Production of Knowledge 
on World Regions,” October 17, 2008. 

Consultant, University of Toronto, Sociology Department, regarding graduate program, March 
2001. 
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Co-sponsor of an international graduate student “intervising” network in social science history, 
in conjunction with the Social Science History Association (annual meetings 1993-1995).  
Sponsor of conference of international graduate student intervising network at the 
University of Chicago, fall 1995. 

Member of Social Theory group, University of Chicago Humanities Insitute (previously Center 
for Transcultural Studies), 1987-2007. 

Reviewer of grant proposals: U.S. National Science Foundation (1992-present); The Research 
Grants Council, Hong Kong, China (2010-2011); The Marsden Fund Fellowship, Royal 
Society of New Zealand (2009); The American Academy in Berlin (2009-present); The 
British Academy (2008); UCOP (University of California internal fellowship grant 
opportunities for U of California faculty), 2003-2004; Guggenheim foundation; Institute 
for Advanced Study; MacArthur Fellows Program; The John D. and Catherine T. 
MacArthur Foundation (Panel Participant, 1999); German Marshall Fund Fellowships 
(1990-1991); National Endowment for the Humanities research proposals for “Grants for 
University Teachers,” 1990-1991; Social Science Research Council, Dissertation 
fellowship proposals for Western Europe, 1989-1990; New York University Research 
Challenge Fund, 1989-90.   

 
 

Activities in professional organizations: 
 
1.American Sociological Association 
 
History of Sociology section: Member of Council.  
   
Comparative and Historical Sociology section of the American Sociological Association:  

Chair of section, 2017-2018; Chair –Elect 2016-2017. 
Member of Section Council, 2016-2019.  
Book Prize Selection Committee, Comparative and Historical Sociology section of the 

American Sociological Association, 1997-1998, Chair of Barrington Moore Prize 
committee, 2008-2009 

Chair, Comparative and Historical Section Theda Skocpol dissertation award, 2013-2014 
Member of Nominations Committee, Comparative and Historical Sociology Section of 

the American Sociological Association, 1989 
Council Member, Comparative Historical Section of the American Sociological 

Association (1990 ff.) 
Editor, Newsletter of the Comparative and Historical Sociology section of the American 

Sociological Association, Fall 1991-Spring 1993 
 
Lewis Coser Award Committee of the American Sociological Association. Member, 2007-2008 
 
Member, 1986-present. Member of sections on the History of Sociology, Theory, Comparative 

and Historical Sociology, and Cultural Sociology 
 
2. German Sociological Association (Deutsche Gesellschaft für Soziologie) 
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Member, 2011-present 
 
3. International Sociological Association  
Member, Sections on History of Sociology; Comparative and Historical Sociology, 2008-present 
 
4. British Sociological Association 
Member, 2011-present 
 
5. Social Science History Association  
Member, 1983-present 
Member of Nominating Committee, 1998 
Member of SSHA's annual Sharlin Memorial Book Award competition, 2008-2009 
Member of  Charles Tilly Award committee, 2011-2012 
 
6. Council for European Studies  
Member, 1990-present (sporadic) 
Program Committee, Council for European Studies, 2001-2002 
 
7. American Historical Association 
Member, 2015ff. 
 
8. American Association of University Professors  
Member, 2017ff.  
  
Departmental and University Service:  
 
Departmental Committees and Activities at the University of Michigan: 

Admissions Committee, Sociology, 1997-1998, 2004-2005, 2007-2008, 2016-2017 
Personnel Committee, 1997-1996, 2004-2005, 2015-2016, 2018-2019.  
Executive Committee, summer 2000-summer 2001. 
Chair, “Power, History and Social Change” area group, Fall 1998, 2004-2005, 2009-

2010; co-chair, Fall 1999; Steering Committee member, Fall 1999-winter 2000, 2002-
2003 (member, 1998-present). 

Chair, “Culture and Knowledge” area group, 2004-2005, 2012-2013, 2015-2016 
(member, 1998-present). 

Chair, Personnel Committee, Fall 1998; member of Personnel Committee, 2002-2003, 
2005-2006, 2015-2016.  

Preliminary examination committee, Social Organization area, 1997-1999; Politics, 
History, and Social Change, 2000-present; Culture and Knowledge area, 2000-present 

Committee on the Administration of Graduate Affairs (CAGA), 1999-2000 
Committee for the Evaluation of Instruction, 1999-2000 
Participant in Weekly Seminar of Faculty in Power, History, and Social Change, Winter 

2001.  
Planning Committee for New Social Theory Sequence, Sociology, 1997-1998 
Committee on Teaching Evaluation, Sociology Dept., 1997-1998 
Steering Committee, Social Organization Area, Sociology Dept., 1997-1998 
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Participant, CRSO weekly browbag seminar, fall 1997-end 
Co-organizer of meeting with faculty in the History/Anthropology program about ways to 

integrate their program with that of the PHSC area, fall 2000, fall 2005. 
Reviewer of student small grant proposals for CRSO, 1998 

  Member of Graduate Committee, German Department, 2000-2004 
Tenure review committee, German 
Recruitment Commitee, German Dept, 1997 ff. 
Proposal for New Curriculum Committee, German, 1997 ff.  
Developed German Department Web Page, 1998-1999  
Member, Committee for German Studies Conference, Fall 1999 

 
University Service and Activities at the University of Michigan:  

Member, College of Letters, Science, and the Arts Executive Committee, 2009-2011 
Member, LSA Social Sciences Divisional Committee, 2004-2007 

    Member of GELS (Global Ethnic Literatures Seminar) selection committee, 2004-2005 
Consultation with the head of the Center for European Studies on curriculum, April 2002 
Member of Fulbright fellowship committee (2000-2001, 2012-2013, 2015-2016) 
Chair, Sociology and Anthropology joint major program, 2000-2002/ 
Participant in University of Michigan delegation to Bogazici and Sabanci Universities in 

Istanbul, Turkey, May 27-June 6, 2000.  
Co-director, Ford Seminar in International Studies, 1997-1998 
Committee on DAAD proposal, German Dept, 1997-1998 

 
Departmental Committees and Activities at the University of Chicago: 

Administrative Committee, 1988-1989, 1993-1994 
Placement Committee, 1987-1988, 1991-1992, 1993-1994 
Student Liaison Committee, 1989-1990 
Undergraduate Curriculum Committee, 1989-1990 
Personnel Committee, 1989-1990, 1996-1997 
Admissions Committee, 1993, 1994-1995 
Harper dissertation fellowship nomination committee, 1993-1994 
Faculty Member of Graduate-Level Faculty Evaluation Committee (1993-1997) 
Chair of Personnel Committee, fall 1994-1995 
Member of TA policy evaluation committee (fall 1994) 
Head of office space use committee (fall 1994) 
Member of Methods Committee (1994-1995) 
Faculty discussant at Sociology Spring Institute (1989, 1993) 

 
University and College Service and Activities at the University of Chicago: 

Assistant Director, Wilder House Center for the Study of Politics, History and Culture, 
various years; Acting Director in 1993-1994 

Co-organizer, with David Laitin, Wilder House graduate student interns group, 1989-
1997 

Reviewed applications in the College, 1993-1994 
Lecturer in the Master of Arts Program in the Social Sciences, 1996 
Participant in Interdisciplinary Program for the Study of Europe, 1987-1989 
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Member, Committee on Critical Practice, University of Chicago, 1989-1997 
Committee on Goettler Prize for best undergraduate paper, 1987-1988 and 1993-1994 
Committee on Baker Prize for best graduate paper in the social sciences, 1988-89 
Committee on University of Chicago German Marshall Fund student fellowships (1990) 
Fulbright and DAAD fellowship committee (1989) 

 
Graduate students supervised*  
DOCTORAL and MASTER’S thesis COMMITTEES (University of Chicago)  
Ph.D.:  
Chair of 8 PhD committees in sociology 
Master’s:  
Chair of 18 MA and BA thesis committees  
 
DOCTORAL COMMITTEES (University of Michigan) 
Ph.D.:  
Chair of 21 PhD committees (20 in sociology, 1 in German)* 
 
Other Ph.D. Committees* 
-New School for Social Research, member of two PhD committees (sociology)  
-University of Melbourne: Outside examiner, School of Social and Political Sciences 
- École des hautes études en sciences sociales, member of dissertation commitee (sociology) 
- Binghamton University, member of committee (sociology) 
 
*names of theses supervised available on request 
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