DETROIT TIMELINE

1750: Population, 450 free citizens, 33 enslaved people (African and Native American)

1806: Detroit becomes a city

1807: Peter and Hannah Denison, refuges from slavery, sue Catherine Tucker, their former enslaver, to gain their children’s freedom. Judge Augustus Woodward’s decision sets lasting precedent for the parameters of slavery, gradual emancipation and abolition of slavery in Michigan territory. Gives similar ruling later that year when Canadian merchant, Richard Pattison, attempts to “recover” refuges who escaped from Upper Canada. Denies extradition.

1808: African Slave Trade formally outlawed

1825: Erie Canal Opened

· Travel reduced from weeks to days

· Total Population: 1,442; 67 African Americans

1827: Michigan Territory enacts An Act to Regulate Blacks and Mulattoes, and to Punish the Kidnapping of Such Persons. This was both a personal liberty law and Black Code. Blacks could access the courts, but only with registered “free papers.”

1830: Population 2,222; 126 African Americans

1831: Nat Turner’s Rebellion

1833 (June 15-16) Blackburn Riot

· Thornton and Thomas Blackburn

· Came to Detroit from Kentucky in 1831

· Local community repelled Kentucky “slave hunters” 

· Spurred what is thought o have been the first riot commission in U.S. History

· Whites respond by calling for enforcement of 1927 Black Code, a 9:00pm curfew, and ban on African American docking privileges

1837: Michigan admitted into the U.S.

· First constitution prohibits slavery

· Was first jurisdiction in English-speaking world to abolish capital punishment

1840: Second Baptist Church, led by Rev. William Monroe, founded.

1842: Detroit free schools started; 1 for Detroit’s 86 African American students.

1846: St. Matthews Protestant Episcopal Mission forms

· Rev. Monroe converts

· Joined by abolitionist William Lambert

1840s: Detroit and the Underground Railroad

· Vigilance Committees and armed self-defense in Marshall (1847)

· Robert Cromwell captured in Detroit by former owner, David Dunn. Rescued through the intervention of the judge, his clerk and a rowdy crowd, including Underground Railroad stationmasters William Lambert and George deBaptiste. Cromwell taken to Canada, and Dunn arrested for kidnapping

1850: Total population 21,019; 587 African Americans


Fugitive Slave Act passed as part of 1850 Compromise


Whig/Abolitionist control of state


Voters overwhelmingly reject equal suffrage for “colored citizens”

1851:  (March) Dred Scott decision

(May) In a 2-day period, 800-1000 refugees from slavery pass through Michigan and Detroit en route to Windsor (Sandwich, Chatham, etc)

1857: Second Baptist built on Monroe.

1859: John Brown comes to Detroit and meets with Douglass at William Webb’s home

· Rev. Monroe emigrates to Liberia with American Colonization Society

1860: Population 45,619; 1,402 African American

1863 (March 6): William Faulkner, false rape allegations and Detroit’s “draft riot”


- 1st Michigan Colored Regiment formed in July


- Called for muster in Detroit in 1864, included Sojourner Truth’s sons and 

many Canadian refugees. 

1865: Michigan State Equal Rights League of Colored People formed in Adrian, MI, convenes in Detroit in September


- Passage of 13th Amendment

1866: Mixed-race African Americans obtain their suffrage rights

1868: Full “Negro Suffrage” amendment defeated at polls in Michigan


- 14 Amendment passed nationally 

1869: African American children legally admitted into DPD, but with much resistance


- Fannie Richards becomes first African American teacher in 1871

1870: Population 79,577; 2,235 African Americans

· Celebration for ratification of 15th Amendment

1876: Barber John Wilson becomes first Black elected official in Michigan

1880: Obadiah Wood first African American office holder in Detroit (Board of estimates)

1881: Samuel Watson wins seat on Common Council

1883: Detroit Plaindealer begins weekly publication run

1890: Pingree elected; negative impact on Black community


- Population 205,876; Blacks, 3,431


- “Ferguson v. Gies,” “The Great Civil Rights Case of Michigan”



Argued by Augustus Straker



William Ferguson denied service at Gies Restaurant



Ended legal bar against segregation, but not its practice

· Staker elected Wayne County Circuit Court Commissioner

1892: Ferguson elected first African American in the state legislature

· Club women form Phyllis Wheatly Home for the Aged Colored Ladies

· Club movement included

· Fannie Richards and Mary Ann Shadd Cary

1898: members of 2nd Baptist form Detroit Study Club, a social reform agency focused 

on moral and racial uplift

1899: Olds Motor Works on Jefferson opens, beginning auto industry boom

1900: Black Population 285,704; Black 4,111 (1.4%)

· Detroit Study Group joins Detroit Federation of Women’s Clubs

1905: Clubwomen host 5 annual NACW convention

1909: Mary McCoy forms McCoy Orphanage, providing day-care for children of domestics and washerwomen. Wife of Elijah McCoy

1910: Pop: 465,766; 5,641 African American

1911: Douglass Institute/YMCA formed downtown

1912: Detroit NAACP chapter formed

1914: Henry Ford “5 Dollar a Day Profit Sharing Plan” (Average wage, $2.34 per day)

1916: Detroit Urban League formed, established by Forrester Washington

1916-1918


- 25,000-30,000 migrants in two-year period.


- Less than 1,000 blacks working auto in 1914, but 12,000-18,000 from 1916-18, 

albeit in mainly menial positions

1917: U.S enters WWI

1917: Mercy general established as Detroit’s first Black owned and operated hospital

1918:   Dunbar formed

Dancy takes over DUL

Governmental reform: Shift from Common Council to at-large elections led by business elites

1919:    Ford begins hiring African American workers in larger and larger numbers 

 throughout some of his plants


- Metropolitan Detroit Council of Churches formed 

1920: Pop: 993,678; Blacks 40,838 (611% increase since 1910)

· Baptist Christian Center settlement house founded by members of 2nd 

Baptist (on Russell St.)

1922: 25.9% of workers at Ford Rouge were Black (5,354); 27% of all Black men in Detroit with jobs

1920-1925: KKK on the rise in Detroit area


- Charles Bowles runs for mayor as write-in candidate, narrowly loses; 

openly supported by Klan


- Sept 8, 1925: Ossian Sweet’s home attacked


- Bowles elected in 1929

1930: Pop: 993,578; 120,000 Blacks

· Detroit Housewives League Established

· Bowles Recalled

1932: Michigan Black Democratic Club formed (Diggs, Bledsoe, Craigen)

· March 7, 1932: Ford Hunger March

· One of the five men killed was an African American (Curtis Williams)

1933: Over ½ of Detroit without any job (part or full time)


- CRC founded by Snow Grigsby (Civic Rights Committee)

1935: Construction begins on Brewster Projects

- National Negro Congress Detroit Branch forms

1938: Joe Louis knocks out Max Schmeling in Round 1


- NAACP shifting orientation in Detroit

1941: (April 2) UAW strikes Ford at River Rouge Plant. Led by Ford Local 600, including Dave Moore and Quill Pettway

· Dec 11- Plants shift from car production to war production

1942: Sojourner Truth Complex Race Riot

1943:   - (June 3-5) Packard Hate Strike

· (June 20) 1943 Detroit Race Riot

1946:  - Mcghee v. Sipes, Shelley v. Kraemer, et al. and Restrictive Covenants 

- The Detroit Plan for urban renewal introduced

1947: Taft Hartley Act

1948: Coleman Young named Chairman of the Progressive Party of Michigan


- Leon Mosley, 15 year old, shot in the back by police (5th such police killiong 

that year)

- Schoolcraft Gardens segregated

1951-55: National Negro Labor Council active until it was red-baited.

