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The Reckoning Project
The Reckoning Project (TRP) is an international non-governmental organization (NGO) 
founded in 2022, shortly after Russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine. It was created by three 
renowned journalists:

•• Janine di Giovanni, an American war correspondent with experience reporting  
on the conflicts in Syria, Bosnia, Rwanda, and Chechnya;

•• Natalia Gumenyuk, a Ukrainian journalist known for her reporting on  
human rights and democratic movements;

•• Peter Pomerantsev, a British author and expert on propaganda and media influence.

Drawing from lessons learned in previous conflicts—where journalistic evidence often 
failed to meet the strict standards required in court—TRP was established to document 
war crimes in Ukraine and ensure that evidence collected could be used to support the 
legal prosecution of war criminals. TRP’s unique approach combines frontline journalism 
with international legal expertise. Journalists, researchers, and legal professionals work 
side-by-side to collect, verify, and legally prepare eyewitness accounts of war crimes. TRP 
reporters conduct in-depth interviews with survivors and witnesses, often under dangerous 
conditions in areas affected by conflict. These stories are carefully documented using ethical 
and legal standards so that they can be used in courts like the International Criminal 
Court (ICC). While these testimonies are essential for building a legal and historical record, 
they do not represent the full scope of atrocities committed in Ukraine.

The Reckoning Project and the University of Michigan
In August 2022, the Weiser Center for Europe and Eurasia (WCEE) at the University of 
Michigan began collaborating with TRP to support its mission through research and 
expand its impact with ambitious educational programs.

WCEE created a program called The Reckoning Project @ WCEE: Ukraine Testifies, which 
brought together faculty and 18 students (undergraduate and graduate) who were trained 
in different methodologies and provided important analysis to TRP. Students, working in 
teams supervised by faculty, translated, edited, and analyzed summaries of testimonies 
provided by TRP, preparing them for TRP’s Data Specialist and legal team. The WCEE team 
assisted with over 300 incidents, many of which are in active stages of legal processing in 
Ukraine and beyond. 

The Reckoning Project @ WCEE also developed interactive tools for educating students and 
the broader public about the war in Ukraine. On the second anniversary of Russia’s full 
scale-invasion, WCEE launched a website featuring an online archive of TRP testimonies 
and two interactive maps showing where war crimes were reported by TRP. One map uses 
a real-time event tracking system developed at U-M by Professor Yurii Zhukov to show 
troop movements, conquered/contested territories, and violent incidents. These tools are 
now part of an educational program helping students better understand the war in 
Ukraine and the importance of international justice.

Scan here to 
explore the 
website:
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Recommendations for Higher Education
This resource is specifically designed for college-level courses in the social sciences, 
humanities, and law, providing a framework for examining the war as it relates to broad 
issues such as  human rights, political sovereignty, democracy, international law, geo-polit-
ical conflict, nationalism, and/or historical narratives. We offer recommendations on how to 
integrate our high school teaching guide and textbook into college-level courses to 
facilitate informed discussions and deepen students’ understanding of the conflict’s 
complexities and global significance.

Instead of prescribing a fixed curriculum or lesson plans, as we do in our high school 
teaching guide, here we suggest a range of issues, discussion questions, and possible 
assignments based on TRP testimonies and WCEE maps/archive that can be integrated into 
various college-level courses.

High school teaching guide: High school textbook:
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Human Rights & Accountability

Key Issues	 Disciplines

•• Accountability and responsibility	 •   Law
•• Patterns of atrocities	 •   Sociology
•• War crimes prosecution	 •   Political Science
•• Reconciliation vs. justice
•• Historical lessons

Learning Goals
1.   Understand legal frameworks for prosecuting war crimes in domestic  
      and international venues.
2.   Examine accountability for war crimes and the motivations behind atrocities.
3.   Explore the balance between justice and reconciliation in post-conflict societies.
4.   Apply experience from historical precedents to modern war crimes prosecution.

Potential Discussion Questions
Accountability and Responsibility

•• Should frontline soldiers who commit atrocities under superiors’ orders be held 
accountable for their actions? Should they be prosecuted, or should they be 
offered amnesty to testify against higher-ranking officials?

•• How should individual acts of atrocity be evaluated within the context of larger 
patterns of violence?

•• Are war crimes committed based on ethnic hatred, territorial conquest, or other 
motivations? How can war crimes’ different motives be discerned from witness 
statements, and does it matter for accountability?

Impact of War Crimes and International Law

•• How might war crimes committed by Russian forces impact the actions of Ukrainian 
troops, and how can this be addressed in the context of international law?

•• What strategies can be implemented to incentivize combatants to follow the laws 
of war when their leaders or their opponents do not abide by these laws?

Patterns of Violence

•• Are the atrocities documented by the Reckoning Project  “isolated events” or part  
of systematic violence? How does the answer to that question influence our  
understanding of war and justice?
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•• Based on the maps of violent incidents created by the Weiser Center for Europe 
and Eurasia, can one observe particular military units more inclined to commit 
atrocities, or regions especially affected by war crimes?

Prosecution and Jurisdiction

•• What are the implications of prosecuting war crimes under national jurisdictions 
versus international venues like the International Criminal Court (ICC)?

•• How does the universal jurisdiction principle provide additional opportunities  
for war crimes prosecution outside Ukraine?

•• What are the challenges and advantages of pursuing prosecution in national 
courts, particularly for crimes committed by Russian forces in Ukraine?

•• Should Ukrainian violations of the laws of war be prosecuted the same way as 
those committed by Russian soldiers after the Russian Federation’s full-scale 
invasion of Ukraine in 2022? How can war crimes committed by either side be 
discussed given taboos and biases? 

Historical Context and Lessons

•• What lessons from the Nuremberg Trials might justice activists and legal professionals 
find useful as they seek to investigate and prosecute war crimes in Ukraine?  
How can the legal and procedural aspects of the Nuremberg Trials inform  
contemporary justice efforts?

Reconciliation vs. Prosecution

•• Should justice for atrocities prioritize prosecution or focus on reconciliation efforts? 
Why? 

Proposed Activities
•• Using The Reckoning Project @ WCEE: Ukraine Testifies data and map tools, 

categorize human rights violations committed in Ukraine. Create a detailed 
report on the geographical concentration/spread of crimes, identify possible 
prosecutorial strategies, and outline key areas where investigations should be 
focused.

•• Research and compile cases of previous successful war crimes prosecutions. 
Identify key factors that contributed to their success and propose how these 
lessons could be applied to the prosecution of war crimes committed by Russian 
forces in Ukraine. Create a prosecution plan based on these factors.

•• Organize a group discussion or simulation based on past successful war crimes 
prosecutions. Use the context of Russia’s war in Ukraine to design a model pros-
ecution strategy, integrating lessons learned from previous cases and adapting 
them to the unique challenges presented by this conflict.
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Evidence Gathering & Legal Admissibility

Key Issues	             Disciplines

Learning Goals

1.    Understand how journalists can produce legally admissible evidence and 
	 collaborate effectively with legal teams in the context of war crimes prosecution.
2.    Examine the roles and different skills of journalists, human rights investigators,
	 and criminal prosecutors in gathering evidence for war crimes and how 
	 they can complement each other.
3.    Critically assess the limitations and potential biases in testimony data 
	 and its impact on prosecution, research, and education.
4.    Explore alternative forms of testimonial evidence, such as visual and 
	 social media sources, and evaluate their credibility and ethical implications.

Potential Discussion Questions

Journalistic Practices and Legal Admissibility

•• Why wasn’t journalistic evidence legally admissible in the past, and how has this 
changed with the adoption of the Berkeley Protocol?

•• How can journalists produce legally admissible evidence, and why is this important?
•• What do journalists need to know about developing legally admissible accounts, 

and how can they contribute to the documentation of war crimes?

•• Legal admissibility of journalistic 	
evidence

•• Ethical and methodological challenges 
in war crime documentation

•• Roles and responsibilities of evidence 
collectors

•• Limitations and bias in testimonies
•• Alternative forms of testimonies 

       and social media

•• Journalism
•• Communications Studies
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•• Given that journalists are not typically trained to collect evidence for legal trials, 
how can they effectively collaborate with prosecutors? What are the ethical  
implications of journalists collecting evidence that can be used against perpetrators 
of war crimes?

•• What are the benefits and challenges of open-source investigations in conflict zones?
•• What are the methodological issues behind the “snowballing” method that The 

Reckoning Project journalists use, and how can potential biases be mitigated?

Roles and Skills in Gathering Evidence for War Crimes

•• How do the roles of journalists, human rights investigators, and criminal investiga-
tors differ in gathering evidence for war crimes? What skills and goals distinguish 
each group, and how can they complement one another?

Testimonies and Their Limitations

•• Why is it important to understand the limitations of testimony data when using it 
for research or educational purposes?

•• Do testimonies provide a deeper understanding of a conflict or war? Why or why not?  

Organization, Framing, and Representation of Testimonies

•• After reading summaries of testimonies, identify their narrative structure. What role, 
if any, can the structure of the narrative play in conveying a specific situation or 
emotion? 

•• Do summaries of testimonies offer a balanced representation of a given situation? 
Based on your reading of testimonies, what can be learned or deduced by the 
personal backgrounds of witnesses providing these testimonies?

Exploring Alternative Forms of Testimonies

•• How can other forms of witnessing, such as visual, oral, or performative media  
be integrated in journalistic accounts of a given situation, in addition to written 
testimonies?

•• Can social media serve as a source for collecting testimonials, and if so, how do  
we assess their authenticity, credibility, and value for understanding/explaining  
a concrete situation, and conveying it to readers?  
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Proposed Activities

•• Conduct a workshop on the general standards for admissibility of evidence in 
international courts. Provide students with real-world examples of admissible 
and inadmissible evidence. Have students work in groups to assess a set of  
evidence from open-source investigations and determine whether it meets the 
standards for use in international trials.

•• Create a training module on the Berkeley Protocol for Journalists. Design an 
interactive curriculum that helps journalists understand how to collect evidence 
that aligns with international legal standards for war crimes documentation. 
Include practical scenarios and role-playing exercises where journalists practice 
gathering evidence while adhering to these protocols.

•• Create an incident report summarizing testimony using the Berkeley Protocol. 
Develop an investigation plan detailing the steps an investigator would take and 
highlighting the protocol’s principles such as corroboration, confidentiality, and 
ethical practices.

•• Review existing journalistic coverage of war crimes from the legal perspective, 
identifying whether and how the Berkeley Protocol is reflected in the reporting. 

•• Develop a set of best practices for journalists involved in open-source  
investigations. Create a comprehensive guide on how to gather and present 
legally admissible evidence for war crimes investigations. The guide should cover 
both basic evidence collection techniques and how to avoid common mistakes, 
including how the Berkeley Protocol can help streamline the process.
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Disinformation, Propaganda  
& Media Manipulation

Key Issues	            Disciplines 

Learning Goals

1. 	 Analyze the ethical implications of using witness testimonies and digital content 
	 in political or ideological narratives.
2. 	 Evaluate the role of social media in shaping public perception and opinion 
	 of global conflicts.
3. 	 Explore and brainstorm strategies for verifying digital content and identifying 		
	 propaganda in the age of AI and misinformation.

Potential Discussion Questions

Truth and Public Perception 

See the Legal Admissibility and Evidence section for more context
•• How do we prevent selective appropriation of testimonies to fit political or  

ideological narratives?
•• How can first-hand accounts from victims counteract the narratives by Kremlin 

propaganda? What role do such testimonies play in shaping public perception  
and understanding of military conflicts in contemporary media?

Social Media and Collective Memory

•• How does social media contribute to the development of narratives around global 
conflicts? What is the role of platforms like X, Facebook, and YouTube in shaping 
public perceptions of events like the war in Ukraine?

•• Social media often amplifies real-time accounts of conflict. How do these platforms 
balance the immediacy of information with the need for accuracy and corroboration?

•• Media’s role in political propaganda
•• Social media’s role in shaping public 

perception and collective memory
•• Challenges of verifying digital content 

in the age of artificial intelligence (AI) 
and misinformation

•• Journalism
•• Communications
•• Sociology
•• Political Science
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•• To what extent do social media platforms shape the collective memory of  
conflicts—specifically, in Russia’s war in Ukraine? Are certain voices or narratives 
prioritized over others, and how does this impact public understanding?

Digital Content and Accuracy

•• In the age of AI and deepfakes, what new challenges do we face in verifying digital 
content? How can students and researchers navigate this landscape to ensure 
accuracy of the content they are consuming?

•• How can we teach audiences to effectively corroborate digital sources in the era of 
deepfakes and misinformation from war zones? What strategies and tools are most 
effective for evaluating digital content?

Digital Platforms and Media Bias

•• How can we use digital platforms to explore and present biases within the different 
media reporting on Russia’s war in Ukraine? What strategies might we use to  
analyze and present these issues through digital projects?

Proposed Activities

•• Analyze how first-hand accounts from victims of disinformation can counteract 
state propaganda. Develop a report or multimedia presentation showcasing  
how victim testimonies can shape public understanding and can challenge false  
narratives, particularly in the context of Russia’s war in Ukraine.

•• Analyze the role of social media in documenting war crime acts in Ukraine. 
Explore how social media platforms have been used to document criminal acts of 
violence in Ukraine. Identify key viral videos or social media campaigns, and analyze 
their role in shaping the global understanding of the war.

•• Find examples of deep-fakes from reporting on the war in Ukraine.

•• Analyze Russian and Ukrainian state narratives about national identity and 
sovereignty, focusing on how these narratives justify military actions and influence 
soldiers’ behavior. Examine how propaganda affects the internal and external 
perceptions of the conflict. Present findings in a comparative analysis report.  
(Please see the Armed Conflict & National Sovereignty section for more context.)

•• Conduct an open-source investigation using publicly available data to identify key 
information about a specific war crime or conflict event. Focus on verifying sources, 
assessing reliability, and addressing potential biases in the data.
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Ethics & Trauma 

Key Issues	            Disciplines 

Learning Goals

1.	 Understand the ethical dilemmas and emotional impact of reporting on traumatic 
events in conflict zones, including the responsibility of handling survivors’ testimo-
nies and the effects of secondary trauma on journalists and researchers.

2.	 Recognize vicarious trauma and its effects on individuals working with traumatic 
content, and explore strategies for mitigating its impact while maintaining ethical 
reporting, translation, and research practices.

Potential Discussion Questions

Ethical Issues in Reporting During Conflict:

•• What are the ethical issues for reporting during an ongoing conflict like Russia’s  
war in Ukraine? Is it ethical to collect testimonies from individuals in the midst of 
ongoing trauma, such as survivors of bombings or displaced families?

•• How do we navigate the ethical responsibility of working with testimonies from 
survivors of military actions, and ensure their dignity and emotional well-being are 
prioritized?

•• Are journalists responsible for fostering empathy towards victims of war crimes? 
Why/why not? (See Disinformation, Propaganda, and Media Manipulation section 
for more context.)

•• What is primary and vicarious psychological trauma?

•• Ethical dilemmas in reporting on 
traumatic events

•• Emotional impact on journalists  
and researchers

•• Vicarious trauma and mitigation

•• History
•• Sociology
•• Anthropology
•• Journalism
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Emotional Impact and Engagement with Traumatic Materials:

•• How can working with secondary traumatic materials, such as graphic images and 
survivor testimonies from Russia’s war in Ukraine, affect reporters, translators, or 
researchers involved in documenting the conflict?

•• How does one prepare themselves to engage with the testimonies of survivors  
of war crimes? How does the researcher maintain empathy without becoming 
desensitized or biased?

Self-Care and Care for Sources in Conflict Zones:

•• How can journalists care both for themselves and their sources when working  
in conflict zones like Ukraine, where safety is constantly at risk?

Proposed Activities

•• Have students develop a trauma-informed self-care guide for (1) journalists 
working in conflict zones, (2) translators, and (3) university researchers. Include 
strategies for managing vicarious trauma, protecting mental health, and ensuring 
personal well-being while maintaining ethical reporting.

»  Consult The Reckoning Project @ WCEE: Ukraine Testifies Vicarious Trauma  
     Workshop resources (Appendix in the High School Teaching Guide)

•• Conduct the Vicarious Trauma Workshop in your classroom. Explore case studies 
and hold a debrief session with the students.
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Armed Conflict & National Sovereignty

Key Issues	                Disciplines 

Learning Goals
1.	 Understand how sovereignty is challenged in the context of the  

Russo-Ukrainian war.
2.	 Analyze the evolution of Russian and Ukrainian military strategies in  

the Russo-Ukrainian war, and understand their broader implications.
3.	 Explore the relationship between national narratives, media representations,  

and war crimes.
4.	 Investigate the role of sexual violence in war.

Potential Discussion Questions

National Sovereignty and Statehood

•• What is national sovereignty? What are the criteria for a population to be recog-
nized as sovereign by the international community? How does that apply to Ukraine?

•• How have the concepts of national sovereignty and national interest been evoked 
by the different parties involved in the Russo-Ukrainian war? 

•• On what grounds is the Russian Federation questioning Ukraine’s sovereignty?  
How is Ukraine responding? 

•• What are potential effects of Russia’s war on Ukraine on global understandings of, 
and protections for, national sovereignty?

Battlefield Strategies and Conflict Dynamics

•• What explains the changes in military strategies between Russian and Ukrainian 
forces over time? How does this shape other aspects of the conflict?

•• National sovereignty and statehood
•• Battlefield strategies and conflict dynamics
•• War crimes and national narratives
•• Sexual violence and conflict perpetuation
•• International response and intervention

•• Political Science
•• International Relations
•• Sociology
•• Nationalism Studies
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War Crimes and National Narratives

•• Is there a relationship between Russian narratives questioning Ukrainian  
nationhood and sovereignty and documented patterns of war crimes? How might 
representations of Ukrainians propagated in Russian official discourse and media 
influence Russian soldiers’ treatment of Prisoners of War and/or civilian populations? 

Sexual Violence and Conflict Perpetuation

•• What is the role of sexual violence in war?

International Response and Intervention

•• What are the different positions, within the International Community (e.g., EU, UN, 
NATO), vis-à-vis the war in Ukraine? Have those positions evolved since Feb 24, 
2022? If so, why and how? Are there identifiable geo-political patterns of support 
for one or the other party involved in the conflict? What are the main lines of cleavage?

Proposed Activities

•• Review international responses to war crimes. Analyze why certain countries do 
not support an international intervention in the conflict. Investigate the political, 
social, and legal factors that have influenced the international community’s responses. 
Propose strategies for improving international response in light of documented 
war crimes.

•• Based on the The Reckoning Project @ WCEE: Ukraine Testifies maps:
•• Track the territorial shifts since Russia’s full scale invasion in February 2022.  

Discuss how those are related to issues of national sovereignty. Are war crimes 
more, or less prevalent, in contested territories? In occupied territories? 

•• Analyze the number of war crimes documented by the Reckoning Project  
in relation to proximity to the Russian border. Is there a correlation between 
geographical proximity and the frequency or type of war crimes reported? 
Present findings in a written report or visual presentation, drawing conclusions 
about regional patterns and strategic importance.

•• Track troop movements and incidents of violence across conflict zones. 
Analyze how military strategies evolve over time, correlating shifts in military 
tactics with patterns of violence. Investigate how these shifts influence broader 
political, humanitarian, and military aspects of the conflict, presenting findings 
in an analytical report.

•• Learn the basics of qualitative coding. Review summaries of testimonies.  
Use qualitative data analysis tools (such as NVivo, Dedoose, ATLAS.ti, or other 
coding software) to code and categorize the data for systematic analysis.  
Focus on themes such as gender-based violence, attacks on civilians, or shifts 
in tactics. Generate reports that provide insights into the human impact of  
the conflict and highlight trends or emerging patterns.
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Genocide, Memory & Digital Archives

Key Issues	                  Disciplines 

Learning Goals
1.	 Understand existing criteria for defining genocide and how they apply to  

contemporary conflicts, such as the war in Ukraine.
2.	 Analyze the role of memory and historical events like the Holodomor and the 

Holocaust in shaping public perceptions of current conflicts.
3.	 Explore the use of digital archives in preserving the memory of genocides and  

war crimes, while critically assessing their impact on collective memory and  
historical narratives.

Potential Discussion Questions

Genocide and International Law

See sections on Human Rights & Accountability and Legal Admissibility & Evidence 
Gathering for more context
•• What are the definitions of genocide, and how do they apply to the claims made 

regarding Russian military actions in Ukraine?
•• Are the claims of genocide in Ukraine persuasive based on international legal 

standards, or is the evidence insufficient to support these claims?
•• How should historians and the legal community approach and evaluate claims  

of genocide in the war in Ukraine?

Historical Events and Memory

•• What is the Holodomor, and what are the challenges in classifying it as a genocide?
•• How does the memory of the Holodomor and/or the Holocaust influence contem-

porary views on the war in Ukraine (both in Ukraine and outside the country)?

•• Definition and evaluation of genocide
•• Memory and impact of historical events
•• Digital archives and collective memory
•• Memory preservation

•• History
•• Sociology
•• Anthropology
•• Memory Studies
•• Digital Humanities
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The Holocaust and Documentation of Crimes

•• Can the Holocaust provide a model for documenting and preserving evidence of 
crimes in Ukraine?

Cold War Influence on Current Conflicts

•• Does the legacy of the Cold War play any role in the current Russo-Ukrainian war?  
If so, how? 

Digital Archives and Collective Memory

•• What role do digital archives play in shaping collective memory, particularly in the 
context of historical conflicts?

•• How do digital archives contribute to, or challenge, traditional historical narratives? 
What biases might emerge when certain voices are excluded or underrepresented 
in digital archives?

•• How do frameworks like feminist theory and critical theory help us critically exam-
ine digital archives? Can you provide an example where these frameworks could be 
applied to a specific conflict or event?

•• In what ways do the metadata and categorization of digital archives influence the 
representation of a historical event? How might this be tied to larger societal power 
dynamics?

•• How can we apply digital tools like StoryMaps to create compelling, data-driven 
narratives about real-world events?

•• What are some examples of effective digital archives or media that present com-
plex historical conflicts? How can we critically assess the reliability and biases of 
these sources?

•• What ethical issues should be considered when allowing public access to digital 
archives, especially when they pertain to sensitive or traumatic events?
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Proposed Activities
Note to Educators on Activities in Digital Archives/Digital Humanities: 
It is important for instructors to accommodate students with varying levels of technical 
proficiency. Offering flexible assignments, alternative tools, and hands-on learning 
opportunities can help students at different skill levels engage meaningfully with  
the content. Pairing students who need extra support with peer mentors or offering 
focused office hours for troubleshooting can also be beneficial. Creating an environment 
where students feel comfortable seeking help encourages confidence in both the 
technical and analytical aspects of the course.

•• Investigate the role of digital archives in preserving memory. Research and 
analyze digital archives documenting human rights violations, such as those 
created by The Reckoning Project @ WCEE and the United States Holocaust Memorial 
Museum. Present a comparative analysis of these archives, focusing on the ethical, 
technological, and archival considerations in preserving the memory of atrocities.

•• Curate a mini-digital memorial for victims of genocide in Ukraine. Using digital 
tools, create a virtual memorial dedicated to the victims of war in Ukraine. This 
project should include multimedia elements such as survivor testimonies, photo-
graphs, and the names of the deceased, organized by the locations and dates of the 
crimes committed against the victims.

•• Investigate the role of memory in post-conflict societies. Research how civil 
societies across the world are working to preserve the memory of past conflicts.
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Translation, Linguistics &  
Cultural Sensitivity

Key Issues	                  Disciplines 

Learning Goals
1.	 Navigate linguistic complexities, including code-switching and cultural sensitivity, 

in translating Ukrainian and Russian texts into English.
2.	 Address ethical challenges in translating testimonies related to traumatic events.
3.	 Understand how linguistic and cultural diversity influences the interpretation and 

preservation of testimonies.

Potential Discussion Questions

Translation and Linguistic Complexity

•• How should we approach translating texts that use different registers or styles  
of language? Or code-switch between Ukrainian, Russian, and/or “Surzhyk”  
(a Ukrainian dialect mixing Ukrainian and Russian languages)? 

•• How does one translate “Surzhyk” to convey its specificity? How do translators 
address the complexities of Ukrainian and Russian transliteration, and how  
does one decide which system to use, when these are politicized practices? 

Linguistic and Cultural Considerations

•• Can linguistic diversity influence how testimonies are recorded, preserved, and 
interpreted?

•• What gender-related differences exist in “male” and “female” speech, particularly  
addressing topics such as sexual violence?

•• Translation of linguistic complexity and 
cultural sensitivity

•• Ethical considerations in trauma narratives
•• Impact of linguistic diversity
•• Audience and purpose in translation
•• Translation approaches and interpretation

•• Slavic Studies
•• Translation Studies
•• Comparative Literatures
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Ethical and Emotional Impact

•• How do we manage the emotional impact of translating traumatic accounts, and 
what ethical considerations come into play? (For more context, see the Ethics and 
Trauma section.)

Translation Approaches

•• How do different translation approaches—academic, literary, or practical— 
shape translated texts and potentially affect their interpretation?

Proposed Activities

•• Analyze a video testimony or documentary. Watch The Reckoning Project or 
Public Interest Journalism Lab (PIJL) video testimony or documentary in Ukrainian 
or Russian, and analyze its language, themes, and non-verbal cues. Afterward, 
review a translation of the video, critique it for accuracy, emotional tone, and 
cultural sensitivity, and identify any errors, particularly with “false friends.” Engage 
in peer reviews to provide constructive feedback.

•• Respond creatively to contemporary Ukrainian literature. Read contemporary 
Ukrainian literature related to current issues such as war or displacement. Then, 
write creative responses (like poems or journal entries) inspired by the testimonies 
and literature, connecting the emotional depth of the work to real-world experi-
ences. Discuss how literary techniques can amplify the power of testimonies and 
humanize global issues.


