
Welcome to the University of Michigan 
Museum of Natural History! 

These guides are intended to focus student attention and start 
conversations about topics in natural history.  

Pre-visit tips

Please make copies of this guide for your students before 
coming to the museum.  This will ensure that the proper 
number of guides are available for your group.

Bring pencils and clip boards or notebooks to write on.

Please divide your students into groups of about 5 to 10 
students.

Provide the chaperones with a copy of the answer guide(s).

While Visiting

Encourage questions!  If you cannot find the answer, ask the 
student host.

Encourage touch!  Children learn best when as many senses 
as possible are engaged in the learning process.  Please look at, 
listen to, and even touch items that are not behind barriers.
 
Encourage discovery! Remind students that it is not a race 
but an adventure of discovery.

In the Classroom

The following questions and prompts are designed to promote 
in-classroom discussion and writing across the curriculum.

1. Have your students create a KWL chart.  After a brief           
dicussion introducing prehistoric life, have students list what 
they know about prehistoric life and dinosaurs.  Then have    
students list what they want to know.  After your visit, have your 
students list what they learned.

2. Discuss the difference between plant and meat eaters, 
especially focusing on their teeth and claws/protective gear.  
Different animals need different things.  This is a good way to 
start a discussion on categories of animals, and what animals 
use their different features for.

Questions? 
Please visit our website at www.ummnh.org or call us at 
734.764.0480.
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1.  Trace.

2.  Ears, Trunk.  Discuss with children the fossilization pro-
cess,      reminding them that only “hard parts” like bone and 
teeth fossilize.

3.  Match Allosaurus to the steak and Stegosaurus to the leaf.  
Allosaurus was a very successful meat-eating (carnivore) preda-
tor.  Stegosaurus was a plant-eater (herbivore).  Allosaurus 
could have hunted down Stegosaurus.

4.  Claw.  Deinonychus means “terrible claw” because it had a 
toe with a big claw.  The claw was pointed up like a hook to keep 
it sharp and Deinonychus used the claw to help it cut its prey.

5.  All answers should be yes.  This sauropod, a long-neck di-
nosaur, was not even done growing!  Sauropods grew so large 
that if we tried to fit an entire skeleton on the second floor, we 
wouldn’t have room for much else!

6.  Meat, teeth. 

7.  This T. rex was still growing teeth. Like modern-day sharks, 
Tyrannosaurus rex could grow as many sets as necessary. 

8.  Answers will vary.

9.  Answers will vary.  The most common answers for what traits 
humans and dinosaurs do not share are: sharp teeth, a tail, 
claws, armor or “spikes”, small arms, scaly skin.   The 
most common answers for what traits both have are: arms, 
teeth, legs, eyes, mouth, nose.

10.  Answers will vary.  Some students may be confused about 
what is and what is not a dinosaur, so be prepare to explain that 
dinosaurs had rules.  Dinosaurs did not: have fur, live in the 
water (they didn’t swim), and nor did they fly.  If students have 
trouble determining what their animal ate, direct attention to 
teeth shape and claws.
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