
2. Find the slab of fossil footprints. 
This cast of footprints is a trace fossil.  What does it mean to be 
a trace fossil?

........................................................................................................

........................................................................................................

........................................................................................................
3. Find the amber exhibit. 
What is amber and why is it important to scientists? 

................................................................................................

................................................................................................

Is amber a fossil? .......................................................

1. Find the Araucarioxylon trunk, also known as rain-
bow wood. 
This tree is an early example of a gymnosperm, a type of tree 
that is still around today.  How did the trunk on display get to 
have so many different colors?

.................................................................................................

................................................................................................

...................................................................................................

Directions: The answers to this Discovery Guide can be found on the 2nd 
Floor. Some questions may require further discussion after reading labels. 
This activity is meant to be completed by the student while walking the 
exhibit with a chaperone. 
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8. Make your own Food Web!  
All the living things below lived at the same time.  Find the 
animals and read their labels.  Based on the information you 
have gathered, create your own food web in the space below.

     Edmontosaurus       Deinonychus        Tyrannosaurus rex     

              Sycamore Tree Leaves          Anchiceratops
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7. Find the whale exhibit.  
Look up at the Dorudon, Basilosaurus, and bottlenose dolphin skeletons.  These animals look alike, 
but did not live at the same time.  Look at the bottlenose dolphin skeleton.  This dolphin is living to-
day.  Compare its skeleton to  Basilosaurus by filling out the Venn Diagram.

        Bottlenose Dolphin         Basilosaurus and Dorudon

4. Find the M
astodon skeletons. 

M
astodons lived during the last Ice Age. H

um
ans hunted 

m
astodons for food, and their overhunting helped to bring 

the M
astodons to extinction.  This harm

ed the anim
als that           

relied on the M
astodon for food.  W

hich of the follow
ing w

ere          
affected by the extinction of M

astodons? (circle your answ
ers)                                                                    

 Sabertooth C
at      T. rex      M

enoceras      H
om

o sapiens

6. Find D
einonychus.   

These dinosaurs lived in the Cretaceous period and w
ere am

ong 
the sm

allest dinosaurs.  Scientists think sm
all dinosaurs like 

D
einonychus hunted in packs, like w

olves do today.  W
hat is one 

advantage of D
einonychus hunting like this?

................................................................................................

................................................................................................

5. Find A
llosaurus and Stegosaurus.  

Think about w
hat happened here, then com

pare yourself to      
Allosaurus.  W

hich one of you is a naturally better hunter, and 
w

hy?

...............................................................................................

...............................................................................................

Scientists do not alw
ays get things right the first tim

e.   
Som

ething is w
rong w

ith our Allosaurus skeleton.  W
hat is it?

...............................................................................................

...............................................................................................

................................................................................................
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