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The American Bar Association Website identifies philosophy as one of the subjects that helps prepare 
students for law school. The skills it is important for law students to have are central to all philosophy 
courses. As the web site indicates, these include: 
 
Analytic Problem Solving Skills 
You should seek courses and other experiences that will engage you in critical thinking about important issues, 
challenge your beliefs, and improve your tolerance for uncertainty. Your legal education will d emand that you 
structure and evaluate arguments for and against propositions that are susceptible to reasoned debate. Good legal 
education will teach you to "think like a lawyer," but the analytic and problem solving skills required of 
lawyers are not fundamentally different from those employed by other professionals. Your law school 
experience will develop and refine those crucial skills, but you must enter law school with a reasonably well 
developed set of analytic and problem solving abilities. 
 
Critical Reading Abilities 
Preparation for legal education should include substantial experience at close reading and critical analysis of 
complex textual material, for much of what you will do as a law student and lawyer involves careful reading and 
comprehension of judicial opinions, statues, documents, and other written materials. As with the other skills 
discussed in this Statement, you can develop your critical reading ability in a wide range of experiences, 
including the close reading of complex material in literature, political or economic theory, philosophy, or history. 
The particular nature of the materials examined is not crucial; what is important is that law school should 
not be the first time that you are rigorously engaged in the enterprise of carefully reading and 
understanding, and critically analyzing, complex written material of substantial length. 
 
Writing Skills 
As you seek to prepare for a legal education, you should develop a high degree of skill at written 
communication. Language is the most important tool of a lawyer, and lawyers must learn to express 
themselves clearly and concisely. 
 
Legal education will provide you with good training in writing, and particularly in the specific techniques 
and forms of written expression that are common in the law. Fundamental writing skills, however, must be 
acquired and refined before you enter law school. You should seek as many experiences as possible that will 
require rigorous and analytical writing, including preparing original pieces of substantial length and revising 
written work in response to constructive criticism.” 


