
12/22/2016 

S:\dept\Honors\Junior Honors Forms\OS honors faqs.doc 

 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS ABOUT HONORS IN ORGANIZATIONAL STUDIES 

Who should write an honors thesis? Any Organizational Studies student with a 3.4 GPA should 
consider writing an honors thesis.  A thesis project can be good preparation for graduate school.  It can 
also demonstrate to potential employers your ability to address a major project independently.  Finally, a 
thesis may be a great opportunity to find an answer to a question that you’ve always wondered about. 

Where can I get a complete description of the OS Honors Option? You can find a complete 
description of the Organizational Studies Program on our website..  This description is well worth reading 
early in the game to give you an overall picture of the program and how it works. Cathy Philbin can also 
help you think about choosing courses if you plan to enter the honors program. 

How do I apply for the Honors Option and what is the timeline for completion? You can find a 
detailed description of how to apply to the honors program, a timeline for application and the various other 
important events along the way including activities during your senior year on the Organizational Studies 
website. 

How do I find a mentor? Organizational Studies teaching and affiliated faculty are one good source of 
potential mentors. Organizational Studies affiliated faculty members are listed on our website.  You can 
do some research by checking out their personal websites. You may have also had a Michigan faculty 
member in a course who you think would be a good mentor for your honors thesis.  This means you 
already have a relationship with the faculty member and can introduce yourself more comfortably. More 
generally, you don’t have to restrict yourself to Organizational Studies affiliated faculty or past teachers. 
Any tenured or tenure track faculty member at the University of Michigan can serve as your honors 
mentor. 

How do I approach a potential mentor? The best way to approach a mentor is with an already prepared 
a brief statement of your interests and what you hope to study.  Your statement should be brief; a single 
double-spaced page is fine. It should (1) state your interest in a sentence or two, (2) describe briefly how 
you hope to study your topic (3) say something about why this prospective faculty mentor’s interests 
might match your own as well as, and (4) say something about yourself including your interests and why 
you hope to be able to work with that particular faculty member. 

What if I am going to study abroad in the winter term? You should still have plenty of time to find a 
mentor and get your proposal approved. Students are wise to get their proposals approved before leaving 
for study abroad. Don’t expect to be able to work on your proposal during your winter term if you are 
going abroad. You will very likely be much too busy with coursework and other activities and may have 
little opportunity to work with your faculty mentor on a proposal. 

My interests are pretty broad (e.g., human rights, business performance, the environment). How 
do I narrow down my interest to fit an honors project? The challenge here is moving from a general 
topic that interests you to a focused research project. You need to develop a question that you can 
answer with evidence. This narrowing is best done in conversation with your honors mentor, but it also 
helps to talk it over with your classmates and friends. Focusing takes time, but is definitely worthwhile and 
will really pay off at each stage along the way.  

How do I write a proposal?  You will receive an outline to help you draft a proposal. You should submit 
a proposal draft to your faculty mentor for feedback, submit a revised draft to your mentor, get a signature 
from your mentor on the revised draft, and submit your honors application and proposal to Organizational 
Studies. Several conversations with your mentor and a couple of drafts will probably be needed before 
you and your mentor feel that it is ready to submit. In some ways, the proposal is the most important part 
of the project since it will start you off on the right foot. 

What kinds of honors projects have OS students done in the past? OS students have studied a very 
wide range of topics in past honors projects including for example, studying human services available to 
immigrants, type of motivation measured in members of Congress, organizational incentives for donation 
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among UM alumni, the effect of CEO achievement language on stock prices, organizational innovations 
for health and fitness in schools, the nature of international treaties to reduce pollution, how UM staff see 
their university serving the public, and still others. OS honors projects answer a specific question that can 
be answered with evidence. The data may be drawn from interviews, existing archives, questionnaires, or 
other means for finding evidence to help answer your question.   

May I see examples of honors theses? Yes, copies of past honors theses are available on the 
Organizational Studies website (Current Students->OS Honors->Past OS Honors Theses).  Looking at 
some actual examples is often a very good way to stimulate your own ideas for your honors thesis. 

Who can I talk to about registration for honors courses and program planning? Our advisor, Cathy 
Philbin will be happy to work with you on your course planning and registration and to think about your 
curriculum choices as you move ahead. 

Who can I talk to about the overall honors process, help in finding an advisor and help along the 
way? Prof. Steve Garcia is the coordinator for the honors program for this academic year. It is strongly 
encouraged that you talk with him as early as possible as you develop your plan for your honors thesis in 
more detail. 
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