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EDUCATION


Ph.D., Communication and Media, University of Michigan, December 2022 (expected).
M.Phil., Multi-disciplinary Gender Studies, University of Cambridge, July 2016.


Fully funded by The Women’s Foundation Cambridge Scholarship


The Women’s Foundation Scholar

Thesis: Women in Politics and Media
B.Soc.Sc., Broadcast Journalism (First Class Honours), Hong Kong Baptist University, June 2015. 

Fully funded by the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region Government Scholarship and Li Po Chun Charitable Trust Fund Undergraduate Scholarship

Exchange Studies, Media and Communication Studies, Charles University in Prague, Fall 2014.

 
Fully funded by Li and Fung Scholarship
PUBLICATIONS

JOURNAL ARTICLES

Ngai, N. (2022). Women Under Authoritarianism. International Journal of Communication. https://ijoc.org/index.php/ijoc/article/view/19292
Ngai, N. (2022). Homemade Pet Celebrities: The Everyday Experience of Micro-celebrity in Promoting the Self and Others. Celebrity Studies. https://doi.org/10.1080/19392397.2022.2070714 


*Winner of 2022 Society for Cinema and Media Studies (SCMS) Fan and Audiences Studies Scholarly Interest Group Graduate Student Writing Award
Ngai, N. (accepted). The Temptation of Performing Cuteness: Shirley Temple’s Birthday Parties during the Great Depression, 1934-1940. Feminist Media Studies. Forthcoming.
*Winner of 2022 The Association for Education in Journalism and Mass Communication (AEJMC) Entertainment Studies Interest Group Top Student Paper Award and Anne Cooper-Chen Research Award
BOOK CHAPTER

Ngai, T.L. (2021). The Mother of a Famous Child: The Media Representation of Shirley Temple’s “Mother” in Hollywood, 1934–1940. In: S. Liddy and A. O’Brien (eds.), Media Work, Mothers and Motherhood, pp.63-76. London: Routledge. 
*Winner of 2022 British Association of Film, Television and Screen Studies (BAFTSS) Best Essay by a Doctoral Student


REVIEW ARTICLES IN SCHOARLY JOURNALS
Ngai, T.L. (2020). Cuteness is Everywhere. Cultural Studies. September 2020. https://doi.org/10.1080/09502386.2020.1809689 

Ngai, T.L. (2020). Why Does Cuteness Matter? A Review of The Power of Cute. Critical Studies in Media Communication 37(3):270-272. https://doi.org/10.1080/15295036.2020.1773015 
PEER-REVIEWED CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS 
Homemade Pet Celebrities: The Everyday Experience of Micro-celebrity in Promoting the Self and Others. (2022 May). Accepted to be presented to the 72nd annual meeting of the International Communication Association (ICA), Popular Media and Culture division, Paris, France. 
Feeding the Cute Blond Goddess: Shirley Temple’s Birthday Parties during the Great Depression, 1934-1940. (2022 May). Accepted to be presented to the 72nd annual meeting of the International Communication Association (ICA), Feminist Scholarship division, Paris, France. 
Sugar and Spice (and Everything Nice?): Japan’s Ambition Behind Lolita’s Kawaii Aesthetic. (2022 April). Paper presented to the 17th Annual Graduate Student Conference (Silly Media Conference) at the Department of Cinema and Media Studies, University of Chicago, Chicago, United States. 

Is Betty Boop Black? The Racial and Ethnic Formulation of Betty Boop. (2022 April). Paper presented to the annual meeting of the Society for Cinema and Media Studies (SCMS), virtual due to COVID. 
The Mass Seduction of Cuteness in Times of Crisis. (2022, January). Presented at the panel “Youth in/and Crisis” chaired by Angela McRobbie to the consortium “New Directions in Feminist Thought: Research in Times of Crisis and Change” organized by City University of London, Coventry, LSE, and Annenberg (UPenn & USC), virtual due to COVID. 
Sandvig, C., Brueckner, S., Calvo-Quirós, W.A., Granzow, J., Newell, C., & Ngai, T.L. (2021, October). “Alexa, What Should We Do?” Live artistic performance presented to the annual meeting of the Society for Social Studies of Science (4S), virtual due to COVID. 

The Mother of a Famous Child: The Media Representation of Shirley Temple’s ‘Mother’ in Hollywood, 1934–1940. (2021, June). Paper presented to Motherhood and Work: An Interdisciplinary Conference at Maynooth University, Ireland, virtual due to COVID.

Does Cuteness Care? The Metamorphosis of Shirley Temple from “Burlesque Queen” to “America’s Sweetheart” in the 1930s. (2021, May). Paper presented to the 71st annual meeting of the International Communication Association (ICA), Feminist Scholarship division, virtual due to COVID. 
Capturing Cuteness in the Cinema during the Great Depression, 1934-1940. (2021, April). Paper presented to the 9th annual meeting of the British Association of Film, Television, and Screen Studies (BAFTSS), virtual due to COVID. 
Acting Cute as a Game: The “Mothers” of Pet Celebrities. (2021, March). Paper presented to the annual meeting of the Society for Cinema and Media Studies (SCMS), virtual due to COVID. 

The Aesthetics of Cuteness in Fan Magazines during the Child Stars Era, 1925-1945. (2021, February). Paper presented to the Returning to the Page Conference, organized by Network of Research: Movies, Magazines and Audiences (NoRMMA) at the University of Kent, virtual due to COVID. 

Democracy and Gender in Hong Kong News and Political Gossip. (2020, December). Paper presented to the Hong Kong Studies Annual Conference, virtual due to COVID. 

Animal Celebrities and Psychoanalysis. (2020, August). Paper presented to the annual meeting of the Society for Social Studies of Science (4S), virtual due to COVID. 
INVITED LECTURES

Digital Media Aesthetics. March 2021. Department of Communication and Media, University of Michigan, invited by Christian Sandvig. 

Social Science and Humanities PhD Application in Northern America. August 2020, Hong Kong Democratic Alliance of Overseas Postgraduate Students. (panelist) 

Gender, Race, and Media. September 2019. Department of Communication Studies, University of Michigan, invited by Megan Ankerson. 

Women in the News. June 2018. Department of Social Work, Hong Kong Baptist University, invited by Angel H.Y. Lai.  
She Objects. September 2017. St. Catharine’s School for Girls, invited by The Women’s Foundation. 

Popular Culture and Critical Theory. March 2017. Department of Chinese Language and Literature, Hong Kong Baptist University, invited by Howard Y.F. Choy. 

TEACHING EXPERIENCE

Graduate Student Instructor, “Digital Media Foundations” (upper-level writing course), Department of Communication and Media, University of Michigan (Christian Sandvig), Fall 2020, Winter 2021.
Graduate Student Instructor, “Public Speaking,” Department of Communication and Media, University of Michigan (Jamie Moshin), Winter 2020.
Graduate Student Instructor, “The Mass Media” (departmental introductory course), Department of Communication and Media, University of Michigan (Megan Ankerson), Fall 2019.
SCHOLARSHIPS, AWARDS, AND HONORS
 

2022
Winner of the Association for Education in Journalism and Mass Communication (AEJMC) Entertainment Studies Interest Group Top Student Paper Award and Anne Cooper-Chen Research Award
- recognition for excellent scholarship in the field of entertainment studies, one awardee per year
2022
Winner of the British Association of Film, Television and Screen Studies (BAFTSS) Best Essay by a Doctoral Student 
- recognition for excellent scholarship in the field of film and screen studies, one awardee per year
2022
Winner of the Society for Cinema and Media Studies (SCMS) Fan and Audiences Studies Scholarly Interest Group Graduate Student Writing Award
- recognition for excellent scholarship in the field of fan and audience studies, one awardee per year
2022
Awardee of the Graduate Student Diversity Research Award in the Department of Communication and Media, University of Michigan 


- recognition and research support for the project “Is Betty Boop Black? The Racial and Ethnic Formulation of Betty Boop’s Cuteness”
2018      Distinction (Public Division), Chinese University of Hong Kong Writing Contest
              - recognition for excellent essay writing in a country-wide competition
2017      The Foreign Correspondents' Club Sponsorship for The Far East Film Festival in Italy
          
-  full sponsorship for reporting a film festival in Italy, one awardee per year
2015-16 The Women’s Foundation Cambridge Scholarship
              - full tuition and stipend support at the University of Cambridge, one awardee per year
2014-15 Hong Kong Baptist University Journalism Alumni Scholarship for Outstanding Works 
              - recognition for outstanding journalistic works
2013-15 Hong Kong Special Administrative Region Government Scholarship (2 years)
              - full tuition support for excellent undergraduate academic performances 
2014-15 Commercial Radio 50th Anniversary Scholarship
              - scholarship for excellent academic performances and extra-curricular services
2014-15 Li and Fung Scholarship 
              - full scholarship for academic exchange studies at Charles University in Prague
2012-15 President’s Honours Roll, Hong Kong Baptist University
              - the highest academic honours in all semesters
2012-13 Li Po Chun Charitable Trust Fund Undergraduate Scholarship
              - full first-year tuition support for excellent university entry examinations
RESEARCH AND CONFERENCE GRANTS

2022           University of Michigan Communication and Media Graduate Student Diversity Research Award 
2022           International Communication Association (ICA) Michael Haley Travel Grant
2022           International Communication Association (ICA) Feminist Division Travel Grant
2022
     University of Michigan Communication Studies Departmental Travel Grant
2020           University of Michigan Communication and Media Pre-candidate Scholarship 
                   for Graduate Student Research
2020           University of Michigan Rackham Graduate Student Research Grant
2020           Society for Social Studies of Science (4S) Conference Travel Grant
2018-2021 University of Michigan Humanities Collaboratory Graduate Student Summer
                   Fellowship (3 years)
2018-2020 University of Michigan Rackham Conference Travel Grant (2 years) 
2018-2020 University of Michigan Communication Studies Departmental Travel Grant (2 years)
2018           University of Michigan The Lieberthal-Rogel Center for Chinese Studies Conference 
                  Travel Funding
RESEARCH APPOINTMENTS:

Sensing Algorithms: A Collaboratory. Humanities Collaboratory, University of Michigan, Graduate Student Research Assistant with Christian Sandvig, Sophia Brueckner, William A. Calvo-Quirós, John Granzow, and Cathlyn Newell, 2018-2021. 
Politics and Social Movement in Hong Kong. Department of Government and Public Administration, Chinese University of Hong Kong, Full-time Research Assistant with Ngok Ma, 2018. 
Life Planning of Young People in Hong Kong. Department of Applied Social Sciences, City University of Hong Kong, Full-time Research Assistant with Wing Hong Chui, 2016-2017. 

SELECTED MEDIA INTERVIEWS

12/6/2020      “Let’s Talk About Talking About Sex” in Michigan Daily  

8/14/2020      “For Immigrants: The Snowfalls, The Stranger, Eileen Chang” (Chinese) in Ming  
                      Pao Weekly

11/17/2018    “The Dream of Studying Overseas” (Chinese) on Television Broadcasts Limited

9/20/2018      “Scholarships for Overseas Studies” (Chinese) on Television Broadcasts Limited 

9/1/2018        “From a Student to a Feminist Researcher” (Chinese and English) in Hong Kong  
                     Baptist University School of Communication Newsletter
4/27/2017     “A Cambridge Girl Born Out of the Village, Giving up High Salaries for Dream” 
                     (Chinese) in Yahoo! News 

SELECTED OP-EDS

7/9/2018       “The Theory of Reflexivity: The Pleasure and Limitations of the Makeover Show” 
                     (Chinese) in Paratext

5/1/2017       “The Carnival is Over” in Asia Times

3/13/2017     “The Beauty Myth of News Anchors” (Chinese) in Queerology

11/27/2015   “Politics and Gender in the District Council Election” (Chinese) in Initium Media


SELECTED CREATIVE PRODUCTIONS

2018  Essay   “The College Town & Lawn” (Chinese)
*won the distinction prize at the Chinese University of Hong Kong “文學中大”Writing Contest
2016  Book   Chord with Us (Chinese), published by Hong Kong Children and Youth Services

2015  Documentary  Transgender in Hong Kong (Chinese and English)

2014  Journalistic Feature “Being One Day of an Intersex” (Chinese)
*won Hong Kong Baptist University Journalism Alumni Scholarship for Outstanding Works
PROFESSIONAL AND PUBLIC SERVICES
Ad-hoc Reviewer, Humanimalia, International Journal of Communication; Feminist Media Studies, 2021-present
First Year Student Mentor, Department of Communication and Media, University of Michigan, 2021- present
Junior Scholar Mentor, Society for Social Studies of Science (4S), 2021- present
Founding Member and Official Signer, Hong Kong Human Rights Concern Group, University of Michigan, 2019- present
*won the University of Michigan 2020 Social Justice Award

Founding Member and Executive Committee Member, Hong Kong Democratic Alliance of 
Overseas Postgraduate Students, 2018-present 

RESEARCH AND WORKING GROUP AFFILIATIONS

Founding Member and Co-coordinator, Rackham Interdisciplinary Workshop in Hong Kong Studies, 2021-present 

Coordinator (2021-present), Member (2020), Infra.Lab, 2020-present
Member, Media Studies Research Workshop, 2019-2021

Member, Global Media Studies Initiative, 2019-2021

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS AND AFFILIATIONS


British Association of Film, Television and Screen Studies (BAFTSS), 2021-present
Society for Social Studies of Science (4S), 2020-present 
International Communication Association (ICA), 2018-present 
Society for Cinema and Media Studies (SCMS), 2018-present
INDUSTRY EXPERIENCE 


Research Assistant, Our Hong Kong Foundation (non-profit think tank), 2016

Public Relations Officer (internship), Crossroads Foundation (non-profit organization), 2015


Journalist (internship), Television Broadcasts Limited (television station), 2014


Videographer, Radio Television Hong Kong (radio and television station), 2013-2014

LANGUAGES 

Chinese-Cantonese: native
English: advanced  


Chinese-Mandarin: advanced
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