1
PAGE  
9

Curriculum Vitae

Kate Jenckes
Department of Romance Languages and Literatures

University of Michigan

4108 Modern Languages Building

812 East Washington St.

Ann Arbor, MI 48109-1275

kjenckes@umich.edu
Education

Ph.D., M.A.  University of Oregon, Comparative Literature, 2001.   

Focus on Latin American Literature and Literary and Cultural Theory.  

B.A. Reed College, English, 1992.

Employment History 
Professor of Spanish, Department of Romance Languages and Literatures, Affiliate in Comparative Literature, University of Michigan (2017-present) 
Associate Professor of Spanish, Department of Romance Languages and Literatures, 

University of Michigan (2011-2017) 
Assistant Professor of Spanish, Department of Romance Languages and Literatures, 

University of Michigan (2005-2011)
Assistant Professor, Department of Hispanic Studies, Rice University (2003-2005)
Visiting Assistant Professor, Department of Spanish, Reed College (1997-99, 2002-03)
Visiting Lecturer, Department of Romance Studies, Duke University (1999-2001)
Graduate Teaching Fellow, University of Oregon (1993-94, 1995-97)
Publications

Books: 

Witnessing Beyond the Human: Addressing the Alterity of the Other in Post-Coup Chile and Argentina, SUNY Press, 2017. 
Reading Borges After Benjamin: Allegory, Afterlife, and the Writing of History.  SUNY Press, 2007.  

Reviews in:  
Variaciones Borges (vol. 24, July 2007)
Choice (vol. 45, September 2007)
Latin American Literary Review (vol. 36, July-Dec. 2008)

Revista de estudios hispánicos (vol. 42, January 2008)
Revista iberoamericana (vol. 33, March 2009)
Articles: 
“Intersections of Politics, Philosophy, Aesthetics, and Life in Contemporary Chilean Thought (Willy Thayer, Federico Galende, Lotty Rosenfeld, et alia),” under review at Parrhesia.  
“Juan Gelman’s Open Letters: Mourning and Mundo Beyond Militancy,” in The New Centennial Review 14.1 (2014). 
“Deconstruction and Latinamericanism, Reconsidered (A Propos John Beverley’s Latinamericanism After 9/11),” Política común 4 (2013). 
“Pensando lo múltiple: Alain Badiou y Jean-Luc Nancy,” in Crítica de la acumulación. Oscar Cabezas, Alessandro Fornazzari and Elixabete Ansa-Goicochea, eds. Santiago, Chile: ILAES and Escaparate (2010).  

“Myopic Witnessing and the Intermittent Possibilities of Community in Sergio Chejfec’s Los planetas and Boca de lobo,” Revista de estudios hispánicos 44 (2010). 

“Borges Before the Law,” in Thinking With Borges.  David Johnson and William Eggington, eds.  Aurora, Colorado: Davies Group Publishers, 2009.  

“Materialidad y los límites de la hegemonía,” in Archivos: Revista de filosofía 2 (2008).  
“Heavy Beasts and the Garden of Culture: Remembering Eco: Revista de la cultura de occidente,” The New Centennial Review 5.2 (2005).  

“The ‘New Latin Americanism,’ or the End of Regionalist Thinking?” (review essay), The New Centennial Review 4.3 (2004). 

“Against a Sepulchral Rhetoric of the Past: Poetry and History in the Early Borges,” Latin American Literary Review 62 (2004).  

“Poetry at the Ends of the Earth: Juan Pablo Riveros’s Libro del frío,” Revista de estudios hispánicos 37 (2003).

“The Work of Literature and the Unworking of Community (or, Writing in Lumpérica),” The New Centennial Review 3:1 (2003).

“Allegory, Ideology, Infamy: Borges and the Allegorical Writing of History.” Journal of Latin American Cultural Studies 11 (2002). 

“Identity, Image, and Sound in Three Films by María Luisa Bemberg.”  Cine-Lit III Selected Proceedings (2000).

Reviews and short pieces: 

Review of Anti-Literature: The Politics and Limits of Representation in Modern Brazil and Argentina, by Adam Joseph Shellhorse. Revista Hispánica Moderna, forthcoming.
“‘A este oficio me obligan los dolores ajenos’: In Memorium, Juan Gelman (1930-2014),” Journal of Latin American Cultural Studies 23:4 (2014). 
Review of The Latin American Literary Boom and U.S. Nationalism During the Cold War, by Deborah Cohn. Revista Hispánica Moderna 66:2 (2013)
Review of La crítica del mito: Borges y la literatura como sueño de vida, by Daniel Nahson. Revista iberoamericana 234:1 (2011). 

Entry on “Estética” (co-written with Patrick Dove) in Diccionario de estudios culturales latinamericanos, Ed. Mónica Szurmuk and Robert Irwin. Mexico City: Siglo XXI, 2009.  Translated into English as Dictionary of Latin American Cultural Studies, University Press of Florida, 2012. 

Review of Chile in Transition: The Poetics and Politics of Memory, by Michael Lazzara. Revista Hispánica Moderna 61:1 (2008).  

Review of Borges and Translation: The Irreverence of the Periphery, by Sergio Waisman.  Hispanic Review 75:1 (2007).

Review of Pensar en/la postdictadura, ed. Nelly Richard and Alberto Moreiras.  Extremoccidente 1, Santiago, Chile (2002).  

Review of Ideology and Inscription: “Cultural Studies” After Benjamin, De Man, and Bakhtin, by Tom Cohen.  Comparative Literature 54:1 (2002).  

Review of Critical Passions: Selected Essays, by Jean Franco.  Nepantla 1:3 (2000).  

Conference Presentations and Participation 
“Walls, Towers, Doors,” also co-organized seminar, “Babelic Narrations: Kafka, Borges, etc.,” American Comparative Literature Association, Georgetown University, March 2019 

“Art, Life, and Criticism in Contemporary Chilean Thought,” invited lecture in Department of Spanish and Portuguese; also served as discussant in the Global Studies book launch of Adam Joseph Shellhorse’s Anti-Literature: The Politics and Limits of Representation in Modern Brazil and Argentina, Temple University, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, November 2017
“Disruption, Suspension, and the Nature of Life in Recent Chilean Aesthetic Thought”; also co-organized session, “Diálogos y Desencuentros: Knowledge, Thought and Practices of Power in Contemporary Latin America,” Latin American Studies Association, Lima, Peru, April 2017 
“Suspension Points: Thinking the Relationship Between Art and Life in Chilean Aesthetic Criticism,” Theory in Latin America/ Latin America in Theory Conference, University of Southern California, November 2016
Served as discussant for “Forms of the Political: The Politics of Aesthetics in Posthegemonic Times,” Latin American Studies Association, New York, New York, May 2016

“Humanism and Inhuman Im-potencia in Bolaño,” also co-organized session, “Roberto Bolaño: Beyond Exhaustion,” Modern Language Association, Austin, Texas, January 2016

“Inmunidad,” Seminario crítico transnacional sobre conceptos fundamentales del pensamiento político crítico, Universidad Complutense, Madrid, Spain, June 2015 
“The Un-work of Art and the Emergence of the Political in Chilean Art and Aesthetic Theory,” also co-organized double session, “States of Precariousness: Emergence and Emergencies in Contemporary Latin America,” and served as a discussant for the second panel, Latin American Studies Association, San Juan, Puerto Rico, May 2015

“Avant Garde! Roberto Bolaño’s Hope for Literature Beyond Zombie Modernism,” also co-organized double session, “Modernity, Interregnum, Crisis,” and served as a discussant for a panel on poetry and politics, Latin American Studies Association, Chicago, May 2014

“Disruptions of the Anthropo-Theological in Derrida and Dittborn,” American Comparative Literature Association, New York, March 2014

“Toward an Anti-Humanist Testimony in Eugenio Dittborn’s Pietá,” also co-organized double session, “Aesthetics, Ideology, and Interruption,” Latin American Studies Association, Washington, D.C., May 2013

Organized session, “Aesthetic Dis/orders,” Latin American Studies Association, San Francisco, May 2012 

“Spectral Apostrophe in the Work of Juan Gelman,” also co-organized session, “Literature and History: Legibility and Illegibility in Contemporary Argentina,” Mid-American Conference on Hispanic Literatures, St. Louis, Missouri, October 2010

Participant in Roundtable Discussion “Transnationalism, Aesthetics, Latin America,” Latin American Studies Association, Toronto, Canada, October 2010

"Thinking and/as Witnessing," also co-organized session, "Whither Theory?" American Comparative Literature Association, New Orleans, Louisiana, April 2010

“The Ethics of Intermittence: Sergio Chejfec and the Limits of Narration,” “Theories of the Novel Now” Conference, Brown University, Providence, Rhode Island, November 2007

“The Post-Economics of Arturo Carrera’s Potlatch,” also co-organized session, “Post-Literature,” American Comparative Literature Association, Puebla, Mexico, April 2007

“Borges Before the Law,” “The Place of Letters: The World in Borges” Conference, University of Iowa, Iowa City, April 2007

“Blind Witnessing and the Aneconomics of the Literary (in Arturo Carrera’s Potlatch),” Association of Hispanists of Great Britain and Ireland (AHGBI), Aberdeen, Scotland, April 2007

“Witnessing Beneath the Feet of Language,” also co-organized session “Language, Technics, Memory: Testimony at the Limits of the Human,” American Comparative Literature Association (“The Human and its Others”), Princeton University, March 2006.  

“El tiempo geográfico y el porvenir: Leyendo los límites del presente en tres novelas de Sergio Chejfec,” Latin American Studies Association, San Juan, Puerto Rico, March 2006.  

“Writing, Life, and Law in Evaristo Carriego,” Borges and Philosophy Symposium, SUNY Buffalo, May 2005.  

“Sujetando las pasiones: Ideologías del afecto en Loyola y Gracián,” “Seminario: Ignacio de Loyola y Baltasar Gracián,” Duke University and Universidad de Murcia, Ubeda, Spain, March 2005.  

“Art, Crime, and Freedom in the Work of Roberto Bolaño,” also session organizer for “‘I Have Two Countries, [Chile] and the Night’: In Memory of Roberto Bolaño,” Modern Language Association, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, December 2004.  

“Signs of Life in Zurita’s Purgatorio,” also co-organized session “Vida desnuda: del imperio a la post-dictadura,” Latin American Studies Association, Las Vegas, Nevada, October 2004.  

“Finitude, or the Limits of the Left,” also session organizer for “Finitude, or the Limits of the Left,” American Comparative Literature Association, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, Michigan, April 2004.  

“El pensamiento en los tiempos de barbarie,” Adorno Centenary Conference, Universidad Arcis and Universidad Diego Portales, Santiago, Chile, October 2003.   

“The Geographical Time of Mourning and Revolution in Two Novels by Sergio Chejfec,” Mid-American Conference on Hispanic Literature, University of Colorado, Boulder, Colorado, October 2003.  

“The Faces of Community,” also co-organized session “Comunidad sin comunión,” Latin American Studies Association, Dallas, Texas, April 2003.  

“Materialidad y hegemonía (Laclau con de Man),” “Mímesis y política” conference, Universidad de Chile, Santiago, Chile, October 2002.  

“Borges, Benjamin y la escritura alegórica de la historia,” Dissertation workshop sponsored by Universidad Arcis and Universidad de Chile, Santiago, Chile, May 2002.  

“La obra de literatura y la desobra de la comunidad (o la escritura en Lumpérica ),” “Contra/comunidad” conference, Duke University, Durham, North Carolina, April 2001.

“Allegory, Ideology, Infamy: Toward a Concept of Allegory in Jameson, Sommer, Benjamin, and Borges,” “Contesting Hegemony in the Americas” conference, Wesleyan University, Middletown, Connecticut, April 2000.  

“Reading Cultural Studies Reading,” also session organizer for “Quo Vadis, Cultural Studies?” American Comparative Literature Association, Yale University, New Haven, Connecticut, February 2000.  

“Comparatism and Latin American Studies: The Place of Theory,” American Comparative Literature Association conference, Montreal, Canada, April 1999.

“Disciplinary Survival: The Future of Comparative Literature,” organized and moderated roundtable discussion, American Comparative Literature Association, Austin, Texas, March 1998.  

“The Ideal of the Frontier in the Films of John Ford,” American Comparative Literature Association (“New Worlds for Old”), Puerto Vallarta, Mexico, April 1997.

“Borges and Baudelaire: (Con)textualizing the Modern City,” California State University Long Beach Annual Comparative Literature conference “The City in South American Literature,” Long Beach, California, March 1997.

“Identity, Image, and Sound in Three Films by María Luisa Bemberg,” Cine-Lit III, Portland, Oregon, February 1997.

“From Trauerspiel to Tango: The Argentine Tango as Modern Allegory,” American Comparative Literature Association (“Literature Between Philosophy and Cultural Studies”), University of Notre Dame, South Bend, Indiana, April 1996.

Classes Taught

University of Michigan (2005-present)

Graduate seminars: Thinking the Visual; Thinking with Borges; Ideology, Aesthetics, and the Human; Thinking the Limits of Humanism and the Human; Antihumanist Testimony; La palabra poética y los límites del testimonio; Teoría y América Latina

Undergraduate classes: The Changing Role of Culture in Latin America; Magical Realism; Travel Writing (course taught in Salamanca, Spain); Roberto Bolaño, Life Between Literature and Politics; Representaciones de Nación, Represión y Memoria en Chile 1960-presente; Literatura y cultura chilena 1960-presente; Borges y sus mundos; Twentieth Century Latin American Poetry; Twentieth Century Latin American Narrative; Poetry Workshop; Introduction to Latin American Literature
Rice University (2003-2005)


We the People: Representations of the Popular in the Americas; Declaring the 
New: The Politics of the Avant-Garde in Latin America; The Search for El 
Dorado; Borges and his Successors; Poetry and Testimony; Literature and the 
State

Reed College (1997-1999, 2002-2003)

 
Poetry and Testimony; Baroque and Neo-Baroque: Distortions of the American 
Experience; The Limits of Expression: Latin American Avant-Garde Poetry; 
Modernisms and Modernity in Latin America; Theory and Practice of Hispanic 
Literature; Intermediate and Advanced Spanish

Duke University (1999-2001)


Politics of Memory in Twentieth-Century Latin American Poetry; Twentieth-
Century Latin American Literature; Intermediate Spanish 

University of Oregon (1993-94, 1995-97)



Beginning Spanish   

Grants and Awards:


Michigan Humanities Award, 2014
University of Michigan Service:  

Interim Director, Latin American and Caribbean Studies Center, International Institute (2018-19)
Rackham Graduate School Executive Board (2017-present) 
Latin American and Caribbean Studies Center Advisory Board (2017-18)
Faculty Senate Assembly (2011-2014)


LSA Nominating Committee (Winter 2012 and 2013)  
International Institute: Individual Fellowship review (Winter 2009); Fulbright interviews (Fall 2009, Fall 2012)

RLL Departmental Service: 

Executive Committee (2009-11)

Graduate Committee (2006-07; Winter 2008; 2015-17)

Spanish Undergraduate Curriculum Committee (Winter 2007; 2011-13; Winter 2019) 

(Chaired for three semesters: 2012-13)
Lecturer Review Committee (2016-17)
Promotion to Associate Professor Committees: Daniel Noemi (2011-12), Sergio Villalobos-Ruminott (2015), Nilo Couret (2018-19)
Promotion to Full Professor Committee (chair), Sergio Villalobos-Ruminott (2017-18)
Third-year Review Committee (Chair), Nilo Couret (2016), Ana Sabau (2018)
Faculty Mentor for Ana Sabau (2015-present)
Junior Faculty manuscript workshop participant, Nilo Couret (2016), Ana María León Crespo (2017)
RLL Concentration Advising (2006- present)

Keniston Lecture Committee (2006-2008, 2009-10)

Staff Awards Committee (2013) 

Faculty Advisor of RLL Graduate Student Journal Tiresias (2010-2011)
Graduate Students:

Dissertation Direction: 

Ofelia Ros, “The Uncanny Laughs Once Again: Subjectivity and Structures of Ideological Domination in Late Twenty-Century Argentinean Cultural Production” (RLL 2010).  Associate professor, Instituto Caro y Cuervo, also adjunct professor in the graduate program of Universidad Santo Tomás, Bogotá, Colombia.

Sebastian Ferrari, “Imagining the Inoperative Community: Documentary Aesthetic in Roberto Bolaño and Alfredo Jaar” (Comp. Lit. 2012). Taught one year at Kalamazoo College; left the field for personal reasons.  
Mara Pastor, “La dimension inexacta: Two Case Studies on War, Poetry, and the Politics of Cultural Production in Puerto Rico in the 1970s” (RLL 2014). Assistant professor, Pontificia Universidad Católica de Puerto Rico, Ponce. 
Hilary Levinson, “Disturbing Translations: Distance, Memory, and Representation in Contemporary Latin American Literature” (Comp. Lit. 2015). Adjunct instructor, Virginia Commonwealth University. 
Matías Beverinotti, co-directed, “What Happened in History since the End of History?: Populism and New Historical Discourse in Argentina” (RLL 2015). Assistant Professor, San Diego State University.
Elizabeth Barrios, “Invisible Geographies: Oil, Time, and Ecology in Venezuelan Cultural Production” (RLL 2016). Assistant Professor, Albion College.
Karen Frazier, “Neoliberal Noir: Bearing Witness to Systemic and Subjective Violence in Mexico” (RLL 2016). Left the field for personal reasons.  
Juan Leal, “El Enigma del tiempo y de la historia: Imágenes de muerte en revoluciones y conflictos armados del siglo xx en México y Centroamérica” (RLL 2018). Assistant Professor of Spanish, Elon College.
María Robles, “Broken Filiations: Bodies, Language, and Mourning in Twentieth-Century Mexico” (RLL 2018), Adjunct instructor of Spanish, University College London.
Silvina Yi (co-director, RLL, expected 2019), Assistant Professor of Spanish, Union College.
Dissertation Committees: 

· Current: Catalina Esguerra, Ludmila Ferrari, Travis Williams, Drew Johnson, Raquel Vieira Parrine Sant’Ana
· Past: Fernando Velásquez (2008), Sergio Escobar (2009), Cristina Míguez Cruz (2009), Andreea Marinescu (2010), Talia Dajes (2012), Suphak Chawla (2013), Gabriel Horowitz, Chris Meade (2014), Brian Whitener (2015), Francesca Minnone (2016), Shannon Dowd (2016), Paige Rafoth Andersson (2018)
Preliminary Exam Committees: 

· Present: 

· Past: Talia Dajes, Ofelia Ros, Joy Collman, Rachel Ten Haaf, Mara Pastor, Brian Whitener, Erika Almenara, Gabriel Horowitz, Catalina Esguerra, Paige Andersson, María Robles, Matías Beverinotti, Francesca Minonne, Karen Frazier, Travis Williams; Suphak Chawla, Chris Meade, Hilary Levinson, Paula Cucurella (U. Buffalo Comp. Lit.), Drew Johnson, Raquel Vieira Parrine Sant’Ana, David Martin (Comp. Lit.), Grace Hobbs (Comp. Lit.), Drew Johnson, Raquel Vieira Parrine Sant’Ana 
Topics Paper Committees (Comp. Lit.): 
· Suphak Chawla, Sebastian Ferrari, Chris Meade, Hilary Levinson, David Martin 
Fourth Term Review Committees: 
· Talia Dajes, Ofelia Ros, Joy Collman, Mara Pastor, Erika Almenara, Laura Herbert, Gabriel Horowitz, Brian Whitener, Giselle Vitaliti, Paige Andersson, Catalina Esguerra, Ludmila Ferrari, Travis Williams, Drew Johnson, Raquel Vieira Parrine Sant’Ana, María Elena Martínez Acacio, Audrey Hansen, Claudio Aguayo, Jeff Polidor
Undergraduate Senior Thesis: 
· Chris Meade (Comp. Lit., 2008)
· Nicole Mott (director, 2016)
M.F.A. Thesis Committee: 
· Aaron Johnson-Ortiz

Graduate Student mentor to: 
· current: María Elena Martínez Acacio, Pamela Gutiérrez, Sahil Kumar, Rudy Pradenas Àlvarez, Audrey Hansen, Claudio Aguayo, Jessica Flores
· past: Ludmila Ferrari, Catalina Esguerra, Paige Andersson, Ofelia Ros, David Barreto, Joy Collman, Marcelino Viera, Mara Pastor, Erika Almenara, Raquel Vieira Parrine Sant’Ana, Drew Johnson
Other Service and Professional Activities:
· Editorial Committee, Política común (2015-present) 
· External Tenure and Promotion Evaluations: University of Central Florida, Department of Modern Languages (2011); Colorado State University, Department of Foreign Languages and Literatures (2013); SUNY Albany, Department of Romance Languages and Literature (2013); Colorado College, Spanish Department (2014); Tufts University, Department of Romance Languages (2014); Indiana University-Purdue University Fort Wayne, Department of International Language and Culture Studies (2016); University of Oklahoma, Department of Modern Languages, Literatures, and Linguistics (2016); Mississippi State University (2017), Haverford College, Spanish Department (2018); Reed College, Spanish Department (2018)
· Manuscript reviews: 
· Articles: Clio, Hispanófila, PMLA; Revista de estudios hispánicos; Revista hispánica moderna; Hispanic Review; Cuadernos de literatura; Mosaic: A Journal for the Interdisciplinary Study of Literature; Comparative Literary Studies; Imaginations: Journal of Cross-Cultural Image Studies, The Journal of Jewish Identities; Criticism: A Quarterly for Literature and the Arts, Review: Literature and Arts of the Americas
· Books: Bucknell University Press, SUNY Press, Northwestern University Press, University of Massachusetts Press, University of Michigan Press
· Talks organized at UM: Erin Graff Zivin, April 2015; Abraham Acosta, October 2015; Patrick Dove, February 2016; Adriana Michele Campos Johnson, December 2016; Elizabeth Collingwood-Selby, March 2018. 
· Co-organized brown bag discussion series in Romance Languages and Literatures (2017)
· Organized colloquium at the University of Michigan, Center for Latin American and Caribbean Studies, “Post-Literature in Latin America,” March 2008.  

· Co-organized lecture series at the University of Michigan, Center for Latin American and Caribbean Studies, “What’s Left in Latin America?” 2006-2007.  

· Invited lecturer at the Universidad Simón Bolívar in Caracas, Venezuela; directed short course titled “Hacia una poética anti-humanista del testimonio,” June 2004.  

· Organized and directed six-week poetry symposium at the feminist cultural center La Morada in Santiago, Chile, June-July 2002.  

· Editorial Committee Extremoccidente, journal of criticism and theory published in Santiago, Chile; also co-director of section “Documentos de Crítica y Barbarie,” 2002-2003.

