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Education

  PhD    University of Oregon   (1983/Sociology)  
  MA     California State University, Sacramento   (1977/Sociology)   
  BA      Sacramento State College   (1972/Social Welfare)  
Research and Teaching Areas:

Social Structure and                            Political Sociology

   Biography                                         Liberal Studies
Social Stratification                               

Professional Experience

2007-20    Lecturer,  Department of Sociology, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor. 
2012          Professor Emeritus,  Madonna University.

2006-08     Visiting Scholar, Department of Sociology, University of  Michigan, Ann Arbor.
2007/08     Adjunct Professor, Department of Sociology, Madonna University.  (Winter semesters)

  2011
2006/07     Lecturer, International Student Center,  Hiroshima University,

                     Higashi-Hiroshima: Japan.  Summer Semesters.

1994-06     Professor, Department of Sociology, Madonna University.

2003-06     Coordinator, Master of Arts in Liberal Studies, Madonna University.

1999-02     Chair, Department of Sociology, Madonna University.

 .

1997-00     Director, Bachelor of General Studies Program, Madonna University.

2011-17    Faculty Advisor: First Gens@Michigan. Department of Sociology, University of  Michigan,

                  Ann Arbor: An undergraduate group for students who are first in their families to attend college. 

1992-94   Associate Professor, Department of Sociology, Madonna University.

1993          Faculty Mentor, Minority Opportunity Summer Training Program (MOST), Department of

                   Sociology, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor.
1992 Visiting Associate Professor, Department of Sociology, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor.

1991         Visiting Assistant Professor, Department of Sociology, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor.
1989-92    Assistant Professor, Department of Sociology, Madonna University

 1988-89    Postgraduate Researcher, Graduate Division: University of California, Berkeley

1987-88     Lecturer, Department of Sociology, University of California, Berkeley  
. 

1985-87     Research Associate, Center for Studies in Higher Education, University of California, Berkeley
1982-85     Instructor and Research Associate, Department of Sociology, University of Oregon

Additional Experiences
  2009-13     Contributor, AnnArbor.com. (Ann Arbor’s on-line newspaper)
  1972/74     Apprentice Plumber, Local Union 447 Plumbers and Pipefitters, Sacramento, California.

Research Grants/Support

     NSF Awardee:

       “The Changing Life and Times of Scientifically Trained Personnel,”   National Science Foundation,

          Office of Science Resources Studies ($10,000) (Grant: #86-GA-199) 1987-88.
     Principal Investigator:

       “An Exploratory Examination of Public Attitudes Towards Science and Technology,”

         National Science Foundation   ($48,759)   (Grant: #SRS-9221642) 

         September 1992 - November 1995

    Summer Research Stipend

      “Practical Liberal Arts,” Madonna University, June-August   2005. 

Curriculum Development  

      Between 1999 and 2002, I led a group of faculty and administrators in all five colleges at Madonna

      University developing an interdisciplinary master’s program: Master of Arts in Liberal Studies
      (MALS). The first group of MALS students began classes in Fall 2003.
Anthology/Book
  Social Class Voices: Student Stories from the University of Michigan Bicentennial, 
   Michigan Publishing,  October 2017,   Dwight Lang and Aubrey Schiavone (editors)

  On Social Mobility: A Brief History of First Generation College Students@Michigan: 2007-2019, 

    Michigan Publishing, July 2019.  
Publications

   “Education, Stratification, and the Academic Hierarchy,”   Research in Higher Education,  

     1984, Vol. 21, No. 3, 329-352.
   “Race Inequality and the Academic Hierarchy,”   Integrateducation,   1984, Vol. 22, Nos.1-3, 81-88.

   “Academic Merit, Status Variables, and Students’ Grades,” Journal of Research and Development in 

     Education, 1985, Vol. 18, No. 2, 12-20.   (with Jean Stockard  and  J. Walter Wood)

  “Inequality and the Academic Hierarchy,”   Educational Research Quarterly,   1985,  

     Vol. 9,   No. 3,   2-6.
    “Stratification and Professional Education within the Academic Hierarchy,”   Journal of Research  

     and Development in Education,   1985,  Vol. 19,  No. 1,  10-20.

   “The Changing Nature of Women’s Volunteer Organizations:  The Case of the Daisy Ducks,”

     The Journal of Volunteer Administration, 1985, Vol. 4, No. 1, 1-13.  (with Marion Goldman)

   “Patterns of Status and Prestige Inequality in Graduate and Professional Education:  A Research Note,”

     Journal of Research and Development in Education, 1987, Vol. 20, No. 2,   66-69.

   “Stratification and Prestige Hierarchies in Graduate and Professional Education,”  
     Sociological Inquiry, 1987, Vol. 57, No. 1, 12-31
   “Equality, Prestige, and Controlled Mobility in the Academic Hierarchy,”   American Journal of

      Education, 1987, Vol. 95, No.3, 441-467.

   “The Social Construction of a Working Class Academic,” in This Fine Place So Far From Home:

      Voices of Academics from the Working Class,  Temple University Press, 1995.
      C.L. Barney Dews and Carolyn Leste Law (Editors) 
   “Academic Odysseys,” Humanity and Society, 2000, Vol. 24, No. 3, August, 289-294

   “Pedagogy and Experience: Bringing Japan into the Classroom,”   Japan Studies Review, 2006,

      Volume X, 73-90   (with Jay Losey, Sabita Manian, Mariana Ortega, Barbara Jean Scott, 

       and Jane Reinhart Spalding).

    “Reflections after Bypass Surgery and Beyond,”  (Chapter 8: The Stress of Illness), in Inspired to

       Change: Improving Patient Care One Story at a Time,  Health Administration Press,  2014, 

       Linda R. Larin (Editor), P. 214-218.
   “Those of  Us from Rio Linda,”  in Class Lives: Stories From Across Our Economic Divide, 

       Cornell University Press, 2014. Chuck Collins, Jennifer Ladd,  Maynard Seider  
       and  Felice Yeskel (editors) 
   “Witnessing Social Cass in the Academy,” in Working in Class: Recognizing How Social Class 

      Shapes Our Academic Work, Rowman and Littlefield,  2016,  Allison Hurst 
      and Sandi  Nenga (editors)
  “Social Class at Michigan,” in Social Class Voices: Student Stories from the University of Michigan 

      Bicentennial, Michigan Publishing, 2017, Dwight Lang and Aubrey Schiavone (editors)

Other Publications

  “US Current Foreign Policy is Extraordinarily Risky, Short Sighted.”  Ann Arbor News, 2002, 

      November 27, P. A12

  “Fundamentalism, Religious Wars Erode American Democracy.”  Ann Arbor News, 2004, 

      December 20, P. A6

  “Globalization and Terrorism: Reality and Imagination.”  Global Gleanings   (Madonna University:

      Center for International Studies), 2005, Volume XIV, Spring 2005, P. 6.
  “Perceptions of the Other” Global Gleanings (Madonna University: Center for

       International Studies), 2005, Volume XV, Fall 2005, P. 3. 

  “Suppose a Country Behaved Toward Americans as US Does to Others.” Ann Arbor News, 2006,

      May 22, P. A6. 

 “Talking about Imbalance in the Military Makes Americans Nervous.” Ann Arbor News, 2006,

        November 29, P. A6

 “Time May be Right for National Service.” The Detroit News, 2006, December 14, P. 23A

  “A Social Class Based Affirmative Action.” Detroit Free Press, 2007, January 31, 

       www.freep.com/opinion.

  “If Lower Classes Refused to Join Army, Everything Could Change.” Ann Arbor News, 2007,

       July 24, P. A10

  “Social-Class Affirmative Action May Bring Desirable Results.”  Ann Arbor News, 2008,

      March 18, P. A12

  “Working Class Voters Are Must Wins For Both Candidates.”  Detroit Free Press, 2008,

       September 22, P. A12 

  “The Least Affluent Must Never Allow Themselves to be Used” Ann Arbor News, 2008, 

       December 18,  P. A10
  “U-M Group Provides Support For 1st Generation Students.”  Ann Arbor News, 2009,

       March 4, P. A10.
  “Coffee, Food, and a Bit of Caring.”  Ann Arbor News, 2009,  April 10, P. A10.

  “First-Generation Students: A New Campus Organization Helps Those Who Are First in Their Family

      to Attend College.” LSA Magazine, College of Literature, Science and Arts, University of Michigan,

      Ann Arbor, Michigan. Spring 2009, P. 49.  

 “The Collateral Damage of Class Warfare,” Ann Arbor News, 2009, May 27, P. A10

  “Neighbor’s Move to San Diego Brings on Shared Memories,” Ann Arbor News, 2009, 
      June 23, P. A12

  “Post-graduation Summer Inspires a Father’s Reflection.” Ann Arbor News, 2009,  July 9, P. A10

  “Lane Closures a Good Test of Driver’s Attitudes.” AnnArbor.com, 2009,  August 9, P. A8 

   “Conservatives Seek Credibility.”  AnnArbor.com, September 10, 2009.

  “Navigating Different Avenues of Undergraduate Engagement at the University of Michigan” 

      AnnArbor.com, October 2, 2009 

  “A Rite of Passage and ‘The Dress,’” AnnArbor.com, 2009,  November 4.

  “Will Wolverines Fly with Ducks?” AnnArbor.com, 2009,  December 8.

  “Tackling Issues Faced by First-generation Students at the University of Michigan,” 
      AnnArbor.com, 2009,  December, 10.

  “The Rio Lindas Rush Limbaugh Never Knew,” AnnArbor.com, 2010,  February 2.

   “Snowy Sidewalks and Shoveling Motivations,” AnnArbor.com, 2010,  March 4.
  “New University of Michigan North Quad Dorm Stirs Emotions, Analyses,” AnnArbor.com, 
     2010,  July 13.

  “Fighting for my life: First-person account of a heart attack and the hospital staff that saved his life,” 

      AnnArbor.com, 2010, September 19. Community Focus: P. 3.

  “Quizzes and the right thing to do at the University of Michigan,” AnnArbor.com, 2011,  July 8.

  “A desk tells its tale of life with a variety of owners in Ann Arbor,” AnnArbor.com, 2011, October 5.

  “In wake of heart attack and bypass surgery, I imagine life after  my death,” AnnArbor.com, 2011, 

      November 18.

  “Whole Foods parking lot encounter: Was it my car or just the way I was dressed?” AnnArbor.com,
      2012,  January 30.

  “Will anyone speak for the poor?” Detroit Free Press, 2012,  July 12,  P. A14.
  “A Troubling Silence on Poverty” Detroit Free Press, 2012,  November 11,  P. A22.

  “First-generation College Students at Michigan Share Their Stories,” AnnArbor.com, 2013,  
     April 19, (with Danielle Boshers, Ann Garcia, Melody Ng, and Chris Reynolds).
  “How to drop race in admissions and increase diversity on college campuses,” Detroit Free Press, 

      2013,  July 8.

  “What’s fair in national service?” AnnArbor.com, 2013,  July 21, P. A11. 

 “Delays in veteran benefit claims and Pentagon payroll errors show disrespect for the 
      common good,”  AnnArbor.com, 2013,  July 23. 

  “Teachers appreciate diverse backgrounds life-changing decisions of their students.” 

       The Ann Arbor News, 2013, October 20,  P. C2.  (with Vanessa Lang)

  “Singing the First-Generation Blues.” The Chronicle of Higher Education: Diversity
      in Academe: The Challenge of the First-Generation Student, 2015,  May 22, P. A18-19.
  “Class diversity needs more than scholarships,”  The Michigan Daily, 2016, February 3, P. 4A.

      (with Candice Miller) 

   “Social Mobility Comes at a Cost.”  The Chronicle of Higher Education: Diversity in Academe:

       Location, Location, Location, 2018, September 28, P. B22 & 24. 
Reports
  “Student Participation in Group Settings,” Student Learning Center,

     University of California, Berkeley, February 1987.

  “The Changing Life and Times of Scientifically Trained Personnel.,” a final report to the
      National Science Foundation - Division of Science Resources Studies, June 1987

  “The Berkeley Graduate Experience,” Graduate Division, University of California, Berkeley,
      June 1989.

  “Public Attitudes towards Science and Technology: 1979-1990,” a final report to the

     National Science Foundation – Division of Science Resources Studies, November 1995

Professional Associations

      Association of Working Class Academics

Recent Professional Activities
 1997      Presenter: “A Coal Miner’s Son in Transition,” Society for the Study of Midwestern      

                 Literature, East Lansing, Michigan.
1997      Presenter: “Reflections of a Working Class Academic on Changing Union/University Alliances 

                 in the Late 20th Century,”  Session on:  Building the Brave New World: Unions and 

                 Universities Construct New Workplace Literacy Paradigms, 87th Annual Convention of 
                 the National Council of Teachers of English, Detroit, Michigan. 

 1998      Presenter:  “Working Class Reflections: A Personal and Institutional Odyssey,” Society for the  

                 Study of Midwestern Literature, East Lansing, Michigan

2002/3   Participant:  Japan Seminar 2002       February 2002 - January 2003

  With faculty members from several colleges around the country, I read and discussed

   (on-line) a number of books/articles on Japanese history, culture, philosophy, religion, literature,

   politics, and economics.  During July/August 2002 seminar participants traveled to Japan

   visiting cities/areas relevant to seminar topics.  Participants integrated Japan content into 

   their courses and made final presentations at the University of Pennsylvania regarding course 

   development  The Japan Seminar was a cooperative project of the Association of American

   Colleges & Universities and the University of Pennsylvania.  Several participants co-published  

   an article summarizing how selected experiences shaped their teaching about Japan. 

   I was lead author for this article.  (See above.) 

2003 Presenter: “Knowing the World: The Logic and Scope of Human Inquiry,”  Association of 
        Graduate Liberal Studies Programs:  Napa Valley, California.  November
2004 Attended:  Association of Graduate Liberal Studies Programs: Charlotte, North Carolina

 November

2005       Presenter: “Bringing Japan into the Classroom,” Faculty Professional Development Seminar, 

                 Madonna University:  March 

2005 Presenter:  “Working Class Academics,”  School of Social Work, University of Michigan, 

                 Ann Arbor, April.  

2005       Presenter:  “Practical Liberal Arts,” Association of Graduate Liberal Studies Programs: 

                 Minneapolis, Minnesota, October 

2006       Facilitator: International Network of Universities Student Seminar: Global Citizenship – Peace,

                 Hiroshima University, Japan, August

2006      Lecturer: course taught: American Culture and Society, Hiroshima University,
                 Japan,   June-August

2006 Completed Graduate Course: Workshop: Non-Fiction Writing,  (Fall Semester)  Department of  

         English, University of  Michigan, Ann Arbor   (Instructor: Thomas Lynch) 
2007      Course taught: The Experience of Social Class in College and the Community 
                Department of Sociology, University of  Michigan, Ann Arbor, Winter semester. 
 2007      Lecturer: Course taught: American Culture and Society, Hiroshima University,

                 Japan, June-August.
2007       Facilitator: International Network of Universities Student Seminar: Global Citizenship – 

                Global Warming, Hiroshima University, Japan,  August

2007/8    Faulty Mentor, Mentorship Program (for First-Year Students), University of  Michigan,
                   Ann Arbor, Fall Semesters.
2007 Lecturer: Course taught: Class, Race, Gender, and Modernity, Department of Sociology,  

                 University of  Michigan, Ann Arbor, Fall semester.
2007        Presenter: “Social Class:  Invisible Diversity in Higher Education,” Department of Business 
                   and Finance Diversity Committee, University of  Michigan, Ann Arbor, October.
2008/9     Lecturer: Course taught: The Experience of Social Class in College and the Community, 
                 Department of Sociology, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, Winter Semesters.
2008/9     Independent Studies:  Social Class Inequalities in America, Department of 
                  Sociology, University of  Michigan, Ann Arbor, Fall/Winter
2008        Presented Lecture: A Comparative Overview of Japanese and American Cultures:

          Social Structures and Institutions, International Institute, Schoolcraft College,

          November.  
2009        Panel Participant:  First-gens@Michigan: Getting Into College; Family Learning Institute,

                  Ann Arbor, Michigan, March

2009        Faculty Consultant:  Responded to students in the Michigan Student Caucus regarding

                  problems of poverty and social class inequality in Michigan and America:  March/April 

2009        Presented Lecture:  First-gen Faculty: Why the Hesitancy?  First Generation College Students 

                 @Michigan, April

2009        Panelist: Connecting  the Now to the Next: Helping Students Discover the Value of the

                  Michigan Experience: Fostering Connection: A Practical Discussion of Our Experience
                  (with Elise Harper and Greg Merritt): 2009 LSA Student Advising Conference:
                  University of Michigan,  Ann Arbor.  May 

2007-10    Faculty Advisor: First Gens@Michigan. Department of Sociology, University of  Michigan,

                  Ann Arbor: An undergraduate group for students who are first in their families to attend college. 

2009/10    Honors Theses Second Reader: Department of Sociology, University of  Michigan, Ann Arbor.

                  Fall/Winter semesters.
2010/11    Lecturer: The Experience of Social Class in College and the Community, Department of 
                  Sociology, University of  Michigan, Ann Arbor. Winter semesters. 

2011         Adjunct Professor: Course taught: Social Class and Inequality: An American Dilemma,

                    Madonna University, Winter semester. (co-taught with Kevin Eyster (English) and 

                    Margorie Checkoway (Education) 
2011         Presentation: “Liberal Arts and the First Generation College Experience,” Faculty Fireside Chat, 

                   First Generation College Students @ Michigan,  January.

2011         Guest Lecture: “The First-Gen College Experience,” Course: Urban Inequality, Department 

                   of Sociology, University of  Michigan, Ann Arbor.  Instructor: Jessi Strieb, June 6.

2011         Presenter: Creating, Advising and Maintaining First Generation Groups, Working Class Studies

                   Association, University of Illinois – Chicago, June 22-25.

2011-17    Faculty Advisor: First Gens@Michigan. Department of Sociology, University of  Michigan,

                  Ann Arbor: An undergraduate group for students who are first in their families to attend college. 

2013         Participant: Leadership Retreat: Samuel and Jean Frankel Cardiovascular  Center: University   

                   of  Michigan Hospitals, Ann Arbor. December 12th.

2012/14     Professor Emeritus: Course taught: Social Class and Inequality: An American Dilemma,

                    Madonna University,  Fall 2012, Winter 2014 semesters.   (with Kevin Eyster (English) and 

                    Margorie Checkoway (Education) 
2012/13     Lecturer: The Experience of Social Class in College and the Community, Department  

                    of  Sociology, University of  Michigan, Ann Arbor. Winter semesters. 

2014          Facilitator: Diversity: Beyond the Quota; Conference Session on: First Generation Students

                    and Financial Aid; University of  Michigan, Ann Arbor, March 22.
2014/15     Participant: LSA Climate and Diversity Faculty Institute, “First Generation Student Group” 

                   Presentations, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, May.

2014          Discussion Leader: The Michigan Community Scholars Social Justice Series – Ann Arbor 

                    District Library;  Inequality for All – a film by Robert Reich, October 9. 

2014-16     Lecturer: The Experience of Social Class in College and the Community, Department  

                    of  Sociology, University of  Michigan, Ann Arbor.  Winter semesters 

2014-16     Member:  First Generation Student Group, Office of the Vice Provost for Equity, Inclusion 

                    and Academic Affairs, University of  Michigan, Ann Arbor.

2016          Presenter: Issues of Upward Mobility: Family and Community, Are You First? Promoting 

                   Success for and with First-Generation College Students, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, 

                   April 6.

2016          Presenter: Conference at SUNY Stony Brook: Center for the Study of Working Class Life:

                    How Class Works; Two sessions: 1) Roundtable Discussion of: Working in Class: 

                    Recognizing How Social Class Shapes Our Academic Work: “Witnessing Social Class

                    in the Academy” and 2) “Social Class on Campus,” June 8-11.
2016         Facilitator: Youth Dialogues on Race and Ethnicity, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor; 

                  facilitated  discussion on: “First Generation College Students.”  July 21.

2017/18    Lecturer: The Experience of Social Class in College and the Community, Department  

                   of  Sociology, University of  Michigan, Ann Arbor.  Winter semesters 

2017-18     Honors Thesis Adviser: Department of Sociology, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor;      

                    Raven Knudsen: First Generation College Student Experiences: A Comparison Across Ages.

2017         Presider: University of Michigan Bicentennial Event: Contributors to Social Class 

                   Voices: Student Stories from the University of Michigan Bicentennial read from their 

                    sociological creative nonfiction essays , November 6.
2018         Presenter: Conference at Stony Brook University: Center for the Study of Inequalities, Social 

                  Justice, and Policy, Working Class Studies Association; Session: Education, Employment, and 

                  the Working Class: How Do College Student Write about Social Class and What are
                  They Saying, June 6-9.
2018        Facilitator: Youth Dialogues on Race and Ethnicity, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor;

                 facilitated discussion on: “First Generation College Students.”  July 19.

2018        Presenter: First Generation Symposium: Blazing a Trail to First Gen Success. “Challenges of 

                 First Generation Student Upward Mobility,”November 7, University of Michigan, 

                 Ann Arbor.

2019        Member: Student Support Task Force: Supporting First-Gen and Low Income Undergraduates at 

                 the University of Michigan.
Graduate Advisor/Madonna University   Master of Arts in Liberal Studies (MALS)
   Capstone Paper/Project

2005 MALS Capstone Paper Advisor:  Objective Self-Leadership: Know Yourself and Know 

                Personal Success, Winter Semester.   Student: William Power

2005 MALS Capstone Paper Advisor:  An Artist’s View of Social Change, Fall Semester. 

                Student: Grace Karczewski

2006      MALS Capstone Paper Advisor:  Aging and End of Life Care in South East Michigan:  

                Options for the Rich and Poor, Winter Semester   Student: Deborah Skotak
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