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(AC/HS) AMSTDS 360 / HISTORY 350 Debates of the Founding Fathers / Thornton III
Explores the writings of the founding generation of the American Republic.
(AC/HS) AMSTDS 375 / HISTORY 375 History of Witchcraft / Karlsen
This course explores European and American witchcraft beliefs, images, accusations, and trials in the early modern period as well as more recent representations of the witch in American popular and political culture. Jointly listed in history and women’s studies, the class addresses three interrelated questions: 1.What caused the Salem witchcraft outbreak of 1692? 2. Why were most witches in Christian witchcraft traditions presumed to be female? and 3. How can we account for the continuing fascination with witches in the United States over the past three centuries? There are no definitive answers to any of these questions, only a variety of attempts by scholars and other writers to answer them. Therefore, we read and analyze some of the most influential of these attempts, evaluating their merits in light of both other interpretations and original witchcraft documents upon which they are based. 

(NE) AAPTIS 262 Introduction to Islam
This course provides a comprehensive introduction to Islam as a religious tradition. After examining the fundamental sources of Islam, particularly the Qur'an and the reports about the activities and sayings of the Prophet Muhammad, we will discuss how these foundations gave rise to the beliefs and practices of Muslims and to an Islamic civilization with spectacular achievements in such areas as law, theology, science, philosophy, and mysticism. Our emphasis will be on the first thousand years of Islam, but modern and recent developments will be covered.

(NE/LIT) AAPTIS 440 Turkish Literature / Hagen

The objective of the course is to provide an introduction to the literary activities of the Turkish people from their origins in Central Asia around 600 AD to the Turkish contribution to world literature today. Taught in English with English translations of prose and poetry, it will serve Near Eastern Studies concentrators, undergraduates, graduate and other interested students, to savor a literature that began with a few inscriptions and is, today, on a par with the best of literatures, both in quality and quantity.
(NE/LIT) AAPTIS 465 /RELIGION 465 Islamic Mystics/ Knysh

Beginning with the Qur'anic origins of Islamic mysticism and its early christian and ascetic influences, this course will explore the central teachings and institutional forms of Sufism, a stream of Islam which stresses the esoteric (mystical) dimensions of religious faith. It will reflect upon the inward quest and devotions of Muslim mystics (Sufis) as these have been lived and expressed in art, theology, literature, and fellowship since the 8th century CE up to the present. Concepts of the self, divine love, self-perfection, the mystical path with its states and stages, and mystical knowledge will be introduced through a study of key philosophical and didactical treatises of Sufism as well as specimens from its rich tradition of ecstatic mystical poetry.
(NE) AAPTIS 468 Islamic Law
This course will introduce students to classical Islamic legal theory and some applications of positive law in the Sunni tradition. After a brief review of the seminal controversies that defined the "formative period," and the development of Islamic legal theory, we will examine the interpretive modus operandi of the full-blown schools of law in the "post-formative" era. This will include an examination of such key issues as ijtihad versus taqlid, the madhhab (or school of law), the legal responsum (fatwa), legal ecclecticism, and the issue of legal change, stasis and borrowing. This will be carried out via a general overview of a number of areas of positive law, e.g., marriage, divorce, abortion, child custody and legal procedure. The course will conclude with a look at developments in Islamic legal thinking in modern times, including an examination of some legal responsa (in translation) to some important modern controversies and a few samples of jurisprudential writings of Muslim scholars in the East and West.
(NE/LIT) AAPTIS 475 Rumi and the Great Persian Mystical Poets / Windfuhr

The 13th-century Persian poet Jalaloddin Rumi was the leading figure in Persian mystical poetry, who fundamentally influenced Persian writing poets and authors from the regions of the Ottoman Empire to the Indian subcontinent and Central Asia, and through literary and mystic circles thoroughly shaped and continues to shape the spiritual aspects of the Persianate world, and the Islamic world at large, to this day. While Rumi was always well known in western spiritual circles, recent translations and studies of Rumi and his fellow mystical poets, particularly in English, have led to a phenomenal increase in public interest in them, to a degree that Rumi has become a top seller in America, which includes not only books but also a large variety of other mediums, and spiritual workshops. This course is an introduction to the Classical Persian mystical poets through translations. We will read selections from Rumi, Rabe'e, Mahsati, Sana'i, Attar, Hafez, and Jami, and place each of them in the context of their own time and place. Through close readings and explication, we will learn to appreciate their poetic art and imagery. Students with knowledge of Persian will study the texts in the original. At the same time, students will be introduced to major tenets of Sufism as reflected in the visions of these Persian poets, and their role in society.
(NE/LIT/HS) AAPTIS 584 Persianate History through Political and Cultural Texts / Babayan

The object of the course is to familiarize students of Iranian and Turkic history with a variety of genres of writings emanating from their shared Persianate cultural spheres. Geographically, it shall scrutinize 'texts' from Anatolia, Iraq, Iran, Central Asia and India, those very lands in which Persian became the hegemonic language of politics and literature in the medieval and early modern ages (11-17th centuries). It analyses mediums through which the Persian language became the vehicle for continuity of Pre-Islamic Indo-Iranian conceptions of history, cosmos, kingship, spirituality, and social stratification. The choice demonstrates how the Islamic synthesis between Arab, Persian, and Turko-Mongol traditions are objectified in these particular genres. The following genres shall be studied: court chronicles, 'Mirrors of princes,' biographies of poets, hagiographies, local histories, religious poetry, disputations and epics, chancellery documents, such as land grants, firmans and diplomatic correspondence. Some readings shall be from manuscripts to introduce the student to paleography. Secondary scholarship will be assigned to place the texts within their wider historical contexts.

(NE/LAN) AAPTIS 587 Pahlavi and Middle Persian/ Windfuhr

Introduction to the Middle Persian language, and its three major variants and alphabets, the Pahlavi of the Zoroastrian Books, the Middle Persian of the Manichaean writings from Chinese Turkestan, and the Middle Persian of the Sasanians inscriptions.
(AS)ASIAN 152 Introduction to Japanese Civilization/ Robinson

Designed primarily for freshmen and sophomores, the course focuses on a few recurrent concerns in the Japanese tradition from the earliest times to the present. Topics to be considered include man and nature, language and culture, the individual and the state, men and women, and death and transcendence. Readings in mythology and representative works of the literature and religious texts.
(AS) ASIAN 220 Introduction to Asian Religions / Robson

This course is an introduction to the study of Asian religions. We will consider representative material drawn from some of the major Asian traditions (Hinduism, Buddhism, Confucianism, Taoism, Shinto, etc.), from ancient times down to the present day. The course, however, is not intended to be a comprehensive or systematic survey; rather than aiming at breadth, the course is designed around major conceptual themes, such as ritual, death, image veneration, mysticism, meditation, ancestor worship, religious violence, and so on. The overarching emphasis throughout the course will be on the hermeneutic difficulties attendant upon the study of religion in general, and Asian religious traditions in particular. 

Asian/HistArt/Phil/RCHum 265:  Arts and Letters of China / Baxter, Brown, Lam, Lin, Liu, Nornes, Powers, Robson and Rolston

This interdisciplinary and multimedia course is taught jointly by faculty specialists in Chinese philosophy, religion, cultural history, history of art, drama, literature, and visual culture.  It is not a survey course.  Instead the main task will be the sustained and critical study of a number of significant and representative works in order to present some major themes and art forms of the distinct and complex civilizations of China.  In spite of inner tensions, this is a cultural tradition that can be seen as a highly integrated system composed of mutually reinforcing parts, making such an interdisciplinary and multimedia approach particularly effective.  Toward the end of the term we will observe the system's collapse as it struggles to adapt to the modern world, and consider how our themes continue, persist, or change.  Background lectures on language and early culture will be followed by topics and readings that include: “Confucianism” (Confucius and Mencius), “Daoism” (Laozi and Zhuangzi), the art of argumentation; themes in Chinese religiosity, Chan (Zen) Buddhism; lyricism and visual experience in poetry and painting; music; traditional storyteller tales; poetic-musical theater; modern fiction and culture; and Chinese film.
ASIAN 500: see HISTORY 796.001 Globalization: Print in the Early Modern World / Safier and Zwicker
ASIANLAN 410 Literary Chinese II / Rolston

For more than three thousand years, down to the early 20th century, the vast majority of Chinese texts were written in Literary Chinese (wenyanwen). Literary Chinese also served for many centuries as the international written language for the countries of East Asia. Literature in Literary Chinese is an important part of the cultural heritage of all humankind. This course is designed to serve the needs of both undergraduate and graduate students, of both specialists (and would-be specialists) and those who are just curious about the Chinese literary heritage. Reading materials for AL 410 include a textbook, supplemented by occasional handouts. Students will be introduced to many famous works of Chinese literature, such as have been memorized and chanted by Chinese down through the ages. This course is a continuation of AL 409 but students with three years of modern Chinese or the equivalent can consider contacting the instructor about permission to join the course.
ASIANLAN 486 First-year Classical Tibetan / Sparham

This course is an introduction to the alphabet, grammar, and syntax of Classical Tibetan. 

CLCIV 472 Introduction to Roman Law / Frier

This course introduces the Roman legal system, and more generally the process and history of legal thinking as it was first developed by the Romans. The course concentrates on the Roman law that concerns wrongs done by one person to another, as a result of which the victim can sue the wrongdoer for damages; in Roman law these are called "delicts" (similar to our torts). Teaching is mainly by the case law method used in law schools.
ENGLISH 315 Early Women Writers / Tinkle
What did women write before 1600? How did women comment on feminine sexuality, motherhood, love, religion, work, or money? The answers to these questions are as provocative and various as the women themselves. In order to explore the writings of a wide range of women, we will examine a number of English texts from the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries. We will, for example, consider Margery Kempe’s autobiographical Book, Aemilia Lanyer’s and Katherine Phillips’ poetry, and selections from the works of Queen Elizabeth I. 

ENGLISH 351 Literature in English: Dafoe to Douglas / Williams
This course considers literature written within the context of one of the most turbulent and fertile stretches of Western cultural development, as individuals and communities attempted to define their identity in terms of religious commitment, the human ability to reason, the human ability to feel, and the concept of a "nation-state." Authors whom we shall read include Defoe (Roxana), Dryden, Pope, Swift, Voltaire, Blake, Rousseau, Wordsworth, Shelley, Austen, Tennyson, Whitman, and Douglas. An especially exciting feature of this class will be the chance to note the emergence of American voice(s) within the cacophony and euphony of works written in English.

ENGLISH 367 Shakespeare's Plays / Gregerson

We will read a representative group of dramatic works by William Shakespeare, including plays from all four genres to which he contributed: comedy, tragedy, history plays, and romance. These works have become the touchstones of all that we treasure in the western literary canon, and we will pay considerable attention to the features that have made them so, but they did not function primarily as literary artifacts in their own era, nor was the popular drama considered to be an entirely respectable form of entertainment.  We will consider the political and social circumstances in which the vital and unprecedented popular theater of early modern England emerged, as well as the practical components of Renaissance stagecraft.
ENGLISH 370.001 Studies in Medieval and Renaissance Literature: Masterworks of Middle Ages & Renaissance / Bauland

This course will be an intensive study of some representative masterworks of the Middle Ages and Renaissance in England. While dealing with these texts analytically, we will also explore them in their historical, social, political and cultural contexts. Readings will include a substantial selection from Chaucer's Canterbury Tales [in Middle English; learn to read it and dazzle your friends], Sir Gawain and the Green Knight, some medieval plays, Marlowe's Doctor Faustus, a selection of Renaissance lyric poetry [e.g., Spenser, Shakespeare, Donne, Herbert, Marvell], and a Jacobean play by Jonson or Webster. We may throw in a play by Shakespeare, depending on the class's familiarity with his canon.
ENGLISH 370.003 Studies in Medieval and Renaissance Literature: The English Imagination to 1600 / Ingram and Lavinsky 

Our topic is "The English Imagination to 1600.” Yes, there was such a thing, and we'll try to understand its various manifestations. The explosion of literary creativity immediately after 1600--Shakespeare, Jonson, Donne, Herbert, Milton--didn't come out of nowhere; we'll look for clues about its origins, but we'll also try to appreciate the earlier period for its own sake (as Shakespeare, Milton, etc. did). We'll read some of the basic texts that anyone should know from the period before 1600, and try to understand them in terms of the prevailing culture, and we'll do all this in a spirit of free enquiry but predicated on your readiness to care about the material, and to read, think, discuss, and write about it.
ENGLISH 371.001 Studies in Literature, 1600-1830 / Abbas

A course which ranges widely (by genre or theme) over literature in English 1660-1830.
ENGLISH 371.003 Eighteenth-Century Britain / Porter

The eighteenth century was a period of profound cultural change, witnessing the emergence of a consumer society, the rise of the middle class, the consolidation of empire, and transformative debates over questions of taste, luxury, gender roles, and religion.  These historical phenomena were closely tied to equally significant developments in the literary landscape.  While most commonly associated with the rise of the English novel, the long eighteenth century also encompasses the Restoration's revival of the English stage, the emergence of the periodical essay as a powerful cultural force, the poetic triumphs of the Augustans, the first successful comic opera in English, the invention of gothic fiction, and the first stirrings of romanticism.  This course will offer an in-depth exploration of representative works from a variety of genres in the period with the aim of understanding their structure and content, their relationship to their historical context, and their importance in the evolution of literary forms.  

ENGLISH 401 / Religion 481 The English Bible I / Williams
The Bible is a book, a text: it is also a collection of texts of the most astonishing variety and range. Our first task will be to try to understand these works in terms both of form and content and then of the circumstances which occasioned and shaped them. We will also study how the Bible came to have its present form(s), and consider its transmission as text and as cultural influence. Students will be encouraged to study especially the literary influences of the Bible in authors of interest to them. The particular readings will be influenced by class needs: we shall surely include Genesis, Exodus, Job, the Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Isiah, Hosea, Mark, The Acts of the Apostles, Romans, and the Apocalypse.

ENGLISH 450 Sex and Religion in Medieval Drama / Tinkle
Medieval drama encompasses a wide range of texts, from extremely bawdy secular literature to serious devotional plays. Some texts explore the comedy of human sexual desire, others the grotesque possibilities of the sexualized body.  As we read these plays, we will come better to appreciate how literature invents sexuality. Still other texts seek to teach Christian biblical history to the laity, beginning with Creation and ending with the Last Judgment. Although the Christian Bible obviously inspires such literature, the actors speak distinctly unbiblical words, at times uttering blasphemous scatological curses, at other times mocking ecclesiastical rituals. These plays will allow us to explore the connections between serious religious aspiration and carnivalesque laughter. Throughout this course, we will discover that European culture changes significantly between the twelfth century and the fifteenth, leading to fascinating changes in definitions of both sexuality and piety.

ENGLISH 467 Topics in Shakespeare: Shakespeare in Film and Video / Hodgdon
This course explores “Shakespeare and film,” concentrating on the ranges of meaning provoked by the conjunction.  We will be reading plays by Shakespeare, watching films and videos based on those plays, and considering problems and issues connected with the plays, the films, and the plays-as-films.  We shall be looking at early as well as recent Shakespeare films (in English and in other languages) and at films that stick close to conventional conceptualizations of “Shakespeare” as well as films which move towards erasing Shakespeare.  Transposing different forms of Shakespearean textualities (printed, theatrical) to cinema/video produces a phenomenon whose cultural meanings—meaning as Shakespeare and meaning as film—will be the subject of our investigations. Plays of the Season: Macbeth, Romeo and Juliet, Hamlet, Henry V, The Merchant of Venice, Othello, Twelfth Night. 
ENGLISH 502 Old English Literature / 

After a brief review of the fundamentals, we will begin to translate a number of ancient and fascinating Old English poems.
ENGLISH 503 Middle English /
We will examine a wide range of early Middle English texts as we develop an appreciation for the roles written English played in medieval England and the cultural and political consequences of the ability to read and write. Readings will include selections from prose and poetic histories, mystical writers, and contemporary social and political documents (laws, recipes, medical texts, chronicles, charters).
***English 630 / HA 655 The Presence of the Past in Medieval and Early Modern Culture / Taylor and Willette. See MEMS PROSEMINAR 
FRENCH 274 France and the New World / Hoffman
In French: In direct competition with Spanish and English explorers, the French sent numerous expeditions to both North and South America. These trips did not only encourage diverse reactions to native cultures; imagining what natives might have thought of European culture led the French to a consciousness of their own "foreign" character. The New World has continued to shape France's image of itself as the United States has become the country's most important point of comparison and opportunity for self-reflection.Readings from Verazzanno's Lettre à François I, Cartier's Relations, Léry's Voyage au Brésil, Marguerite de Navarre's Heptaméron, Rufin's Rouge Brésil, Rabelais's Quart livre, Montaigne's Essais, Shakespeare's Tempest, Graffigny's Lettres péruviennes, Tocqueville's De la démocratie en Amérique, Baudrillard's L'Amérique. Films: Black Robe, How Tasty Was My Little Frenchman.
FRENCH 367 Turns in Life: Diversions, Conversions, Perversions / Hoffman

In French: What causes a life to take a different direction? Are these sudden shifts turns away from a life more fully lived, or are they essential to it? And should identity be staked on transformative moments or, rather, on the times of calm that stretch between them? Readings from Augustine's Confessions, Petrarch's "Letter on the Ascent of Mt. Ventoux," Marguerite de Navarre's Heptameron, Rabelais's Pantagruel, Montaigne's Essais, Marlowe's Edward II, Shakespeare's 1 Henry IV, Rotrou's Le Véritable Saint Genest, and Molière's Tartuffe. Films: Jesus of Montreal, Taxi Driver, Le Goût des autres, Bleu, L'Emploi du temps.
FRENCH 651 The Romances of Chrétien de Troyes / McCracken
This seminar focuses on five romances by Chrétien de Troyes, one of the best known and most influential writers of the French Middle Ages. The course has two primary aims: to offer in-depth study of the romances (Erec et Enide, Le chevalier de la charrette, Yvain, Cligés, and Le conte du graal) and to offer an engagement with the theoretical texts and historical paradigms that structure current medieval literary studies. The course will also offer an introduction to the reading of Old French, though the primary texts will be available in English and modern French. The class will be taught in English.

FRENCH 654 18th Century Literature / Paulson

A graduate-level inquiry into major (and interestingly minor) texts of the French Enlightenment, understood (a) in their European and philosophical contexts, and (b) in relations to the persistent relevance of the Enlightenment in today’s theoretical and cultural conflicts and controversies. Readings will emphasize works by Diderot and Rousseau, but will also include several other French eighteenth-century writers: Prévost, Voltaire, Mme de Graffigny, Chamfort, and Sade. Shorter readings from Enlightenment figures outside France (primarily from England, Scotland, Spain, and Germany). Additional readings drawn from recent philosophy (e.g. Foucault, Lyotard, Habermas, Rorty), cultural commentary, and literary scholarship. Students in French, or for whom French is a major literature in Comparative Literature, will be expected to do the primary readings in French, and all other students with reading knowledge of French are encouraged to work with texts in the original. However, virtually all readings will be available as well in English, and the course will be conducted in English 

GT BKS 202 Great Books of the Medieval and Early Modern West /  Wallin

Readings in the major works of Western civilization from the medieval, Renaissance, and early modern periods. Readings typically include works by Dante, Goethe, and Cervantes.
GT BKS 204 / PHYSICS 204 Great Books in Physics 
Study of selected works of Galileo, Newton, and Faraday.
GT BKS 221 Great Books of China / Lin

An introduction to some of the books that have exerted a commanding influence on the lives, thought, culture, and literary experience of the Chinese people through the ages, and that have the power to delight or enlighten Western readers today. We will begin with a short selection from the ancient I Ching or Book of Changes which represents the earliest crystallization of the Chinese mind and then extend to examine several texts in the ethical, social, and political philosophy of Confucianism; two texts in the mystical philosophy of Taoism (aka Daoism); and Sun Tzu's The Art of War, the world's oldest, and perhaps also greatest, military text. Other readings include one wild Buddhist text about the experience of enlightenment; Monkey, a novel of myth, fantasy, comedy, and allegory; The Tower of Myriad Mirrors, a sequel to Monkey exploring the world of desire, dreams, and the unconscious; and finally The Story of the Stone, a monument in fiction, set in the last high point in premodern Chinese civilization and depicting in vivid detail its splendor and decadence.
HA 194.001 Visual Representation of Classical Myths / Simons
Myths are a way of structuring and explaining the world, especially offering tales of origin or founding acts when the world is regarded as one in constant flux. Their narrative and cultural significance changes over time. This course explores the ‘after life’ of classical mythologies in both text and image by focusing on the Renaissance, that moment in European history when a ‘classical revival’ reshaped culture.  Many of the cultural, political and moral values of classicism are thought to inform the Western world today, so there is great pertinence to studying the intersection of these traditions with contemporary representations also, chiefly in film. The course aims to familiarize you with a core set of classical myths, ones which provided a cultural framework for imagining and picturing such fundamental themes as transformation, desire and creativity.  Its interdisciplinary attention to cultural history combines analysis of written texts and literary poetics with close attention to visual literacy.  You will receive an introduction to the skills of visual analysis, and you will also be trained in a modicum of gender analysis, as one way in which to reinvigorate understanding of the influential classical tradition. Our chief text will be Ovid’s Metamorphoses; other documents include writings by Petrarch, Boccaccio, Christine de Pizan and Ficino amongst others, as well as works by artists such as Botticelli, Michelangelo and Titian.
HA 194.003 The Archbishop’s Bones – Art, Architecture and Pilgrimage at Canterbury Cathedral / Timmermann
On 29 December 1170, Thomas Becket, Archbishop of Canterbury, was murdered in his own cathedral. Fifty years later, Canterbury Cathedral had become one of the major centers of pilgrimage in western Christendom, drawing pilgrims – like those described in Chaucer’s ‘Canterbury Tales’ – from all over Europe. The goal of the pilgrimage were Thomas Becket’s mortal remains, staged within the rich and luminous architecture of Canterbury’s new choir, one of the first, and most important, Gothic structures in England. Our seminar will explore the extraordinary story of Becket’s martyrdom, the posthumous veneration of his relics, but above all, the magnificent architecture and stained glass of Canterbury Cathedral. The discussions will introduce you to the spatial lay-out, structure, function and imagery of a great Gothic church, and sharpen your skills of visual and architectural analysis. You will also learn how to read primary textual sources (such as contemporary accounts of Becket’s murder), and secondary literature (for instance a scholarly article analyzing medieval imagery depicting Becket’s murder).

HA / MEMS 251 Italian Renaissance II / Roberts
In this course we will study Italian art from circa 1480 to 1570. This period is traditionally known as the ‘High Renaissance,’ and usually begins with the maturity of Leonardo da Vinci and ends with the death of Michelangelo. We will follow the careers of major masters like Botticelli, Leonardo, Raphael, Titian and Michelangelo. We will also explore the urban centers — Venice, Florence, Rome= — where these masters, and many others not as well known, produced their works in response to the demands of patrons and institutions. We will study key works of art, sites of production, techniques, patrons, practitioners, and publics. Transformations in artistic practices and representational forms will be related to specific social, political, economic, and cultural conditions. We will also consider primary sources, and pay close attention to how art historians selectively regard the fragmentary material and textual remains from the period and incorporate them into a ‘story of art’.

HA / MEMS 260 European Painting and Sculpture of the Seventeenth Century / Brusati

This course explores the vital, many-faceted visual culture of seventeenth-century Europe with particular focus on the pictorial and plastic arts. Lectures will consider the extraordinary achievements of such well-known figures as Caravaggio, the Carracci, Artemisia Gentileschi, Bernini, Velázquez, Poussin, Rubens, Van Dyck, Rembrandt, and Vermeer, as well as a range of other visually interesting but less familiar works by their contemporaries. We will be looking not only at painting and sculpture, but also at drawings, prints, maps, and book illustrations, in order to glimpse the many ways in which the visual arts came to be used and valued in the seventeenth century. Lectures and weekly readings are designed to situate art within discussions of scientific inquiry, religious practices, politics, cultural encounter, social and economic life. Requirements include informed participation in discussion sections, a midterm quiz, a final examination, and a short paper. Refer to: http://www.umich.edu/~hartspc/histart/faculty-staff/cbrusati.html 
HA 344 Early Medieval Kingdoms and Cultures: European Art, 400-1000 / Sears
This lecture course concerns a fascinating period in European history, when, after the fall of Rome, waves of invading “barbarians” occupied the lands of the former empire and, as a product of dynamic interchange between cultures, new forms of art and architecture emerged.  We will focus on places and times in which distinctive artistic cultures flourished: Britain in the “age of saints,” Ostrogothic and Lombard Italy, Visigothic Spain before and after the coming of Islam, Carolingian Europe under Charlemagne and his heirs, Anglo-Saxon England, Mozarabic Spain, and Ottonian Germany.  We will consider the function of imagery in specific historical contexts, studying magnificently decorated churches and palaces, elaborately embellished manuscripts, and sumptuous objects produced for patrons with a taste for gold, ivory and gemstones.  Overarching themes include early medieval attitudes toward the classical past, European perceptions of Byzantium and Islam, the political use of imagery in early medieval courts, the cult of relics, art in liturgy, and theories of the religious image.

HA 351 The Art and Poetry of Michelangelo / Willette

The life and art of Michelangelo Buonarroti (1475-1564) offers an exciting context for intensive study of verbal and visual creativity in early modern Europe. For his contemporaries, and for many later generations, Michelangelo exemplified the ideal modern artist postulated in the art literature and cultural theory of Humanism. The seminar will examine Renaissance theories of style and invention in order to grasp the rhetorical strategies and poetic "figures" that inform both his rough-hewn sonnets and his eloquent marbles. Hence we will attend closely to certain drawings that show the artist thinking on paper, in both line sketches and fragments of verse. Other central topics include Michelangelo’s verbal and visual self-fashioning as a grouchy genius, his Neoplatonic theories of artistic inspiration, his preoccupation with the body as the primary source of visual and verbal metaphors, and the religious anxiety that accompanied his intense devotion to craft and physical beauty. We will analyze both the language and the genres of his poetry--notably the sonnet, the madrigal and the epitaph--as well as the language employed by contemporary critics of his art, such as Giorgio Vasari, Giovanni Paolo Lomazzo, Pietro Aretino, and Ludovico Dolce. Close inspection will be made of Michelangelo’s drawing techniques, as well as his use of color and his treatment of stone surfaces, in order to observe the figurative effects of his working of materials. We will study a considerable portion of his production in sculpture, painting and architecture while examining his prodigious reputation and influence, particularly in the court settings of Medici Florence and Papal Rome.
HA 394.001 Jan van Eyck and Early Netherlandish Painting / Timmermann
This course provides a comprehensive introduction to the world of the early Netherlandish painters of the 15th and early 16th centuries, focusing on the art of Jan van Eyck, Robert Campin, Rogier van der Weyden, Hans Memling, and other masters. Placing strong emphasis on visual analysis, the course will consider paintings such as the famous Ghent Altarpiece and the Prado Deposition within their wider historical, religious, cultural and visual contexts. These contexts include the role of the art market, the religious and social function of art, and the emergence of new ways of viewing and representing the world in the early decades of the 15th century.
HA 394.003 The Image of the Artist Then and Now / Brusati
Artists are not only born, but also made by way of persistent cultural myths and images. This seminar investigates key concepts and stereotypes of the artist that were developed in early modern Europe, and how they continue to shape our historical imagination and ideas about artists today. The artist as hero, inspired genius, outlaw, trickster, virtuoso, and miracle of nature are among the cultural stereotypes that we will explore. Using case studies of such figures as Caravaggio, Rembrandt, Artemisia Gentileschi, and Vermeer, we will consider the strategies used by early modern artists to shape their professional and social identities. We will then examine how the images and stereotypes created during the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries have been used and modified in the work of modern filmmakers, writers, and artists. Topics for discussion include varieties of self-portraiture and self-representation, the relation of art and artist’s biographies, the role of gender in the imagery of the artist, the making and marketing of artists images, and the value of art and artist then and now.
HA 489.003 Visual Culture as History in Africa / Silverman
This course examines visual culture in Africa from an explicitly historical perspective—from the prehistoric rock art of southern Africa, dating to as early as 25,000 BCE, to the royal arts of West African states at the end of the nineteenth century. Employing the analytical and interpretive methods of art history and archeology, artifacts of a number of African societies will be examined as expressions of the social, political, religious, and economic lives of the peoples who produced and used these historical “documents.” The course also will consider how these artifacts were used to shape the histories of these societies. Finally, we will review the evolution of art historical and archeological thinking over the last one hundred years with regard to the effect it has had on perceptions of Africa’s past. 

HA 489.006 Classicism and Mythology / Simons
By focusing on classical mythology, this course examines the “cultural revolution” of the Renaissance but also the periodic impact thereafter of classicism in the Euro-American tradition (eg, Neoclassicism; Disney’s animated Hercules (1997); Anish Kapoor’s Marsyas of 2002).  For some, the classical heritage is timeless and grand, about aesthetics rather than politics. Classicizing imagery is thus often considered abstract, sober, intellectual and “poetic”, in contrast to particular, humorous, popular or erotic effects. Rather than continue the mind/body dichotomy, this course remembers the military and hierarchical origins of classicus and rethinks such “culture wars” by concentrating on gender and sexuality.  The course also asks whether one can speak of modernity’s “mythlessness” and considers how material and visual culture might play a productive role in the tension between mythos and logos.
HA 582 Icons of Imperial Power: Palaces and Cities in Early Modern Islamdom / Babaie

This seminar offers an opportunity to consider empire studies through the lens of Islam. Taking the capital cities of the Mughals (Agra, Delhi & Lahore), the Safavids (Ardebil, Qazvin & Isfahan) and the Ottomans (Bursa, Edirne & Istanbul) as our point of departure, we explore the visual, spatial, ceremonial and discursive representations of empire in a comparative context that includes Europe and East Asia.
HA 617 / LACS 619 From the Law of the Indies to Brasilia: Architecture and Urbanism in Mexico, Peru and Brazil / Nair and Lara
Covering five hundred years but focusing primarily on three case studies (Mexico, Peru and Brazil) this interdisciplinary seminar will interrogate some of the major themes concerning architecture and urban form in Latin America, ranging from cultural encounters to internationalization. In particular, we will address the entanglement of the built environment with issues of race, nation building, architecture and artistic production. We will explore how architecture and the city have been imagined, created, visualized, altered, destroyed and remembered in order to better understand the complex dynamics underlying their histories.
HA 646 Problems of Medieval Art: Archaeological Textiles / Thomas

As the stuff of clothing, furnishings, tools and a wide variety of goods, textiles are integral to human society. Increasingly, approaches to textiles as realia are complementing longstanding interests in technique, style and symbolic import. This seminar introduces students to the rudiments of physical analysis, contextual issues and archaeological documentation through assigned readings, discussions, and hands-on work. Topics concerning production, consumption, commerce and gifting, as well as dress, costume and fashion will be considered through selected case studies.
***HA 655 / ENGLISH 630 The Past in the Present in Medieval and Early Modern Culture / Willette and Taylor. See MEMS Proseminar

HA 698 Buddhas and Bodies: Icons of the Ideal in Japanese Religious Art / Carr

This course examines the history of Japanese religions through the visual arts. Sculpture, painting, architecture, and decorative arts serve as the primary sources for our exploration of traditions of Buddhism, kami worship, Daoism, mountain cults, folk religion, and Christianity. Discussions engage in social issues such as gender, class, and identity; religious questions of salvation and absence; and institutional matters such as lineage, legitimacy, and shifting sources of religious authority. A major concern of the course is the different aspects of the ideal and real body that are presented in Japanese visual culture, paying special attention to the means by which raw materials of art are transformed into ideal “living icons.”

HISTORY 160 US to 1865 / Vinovskis

This lecture/discussion course will examine central issues and events in the history of the territories that became the United States, and the peoples who lived there, from the late 16th to the middle of the 19th centuries. Among the topics that will be considered are: the territorial expansions of Europeans into the Americas; the creation of Anglo-American colonies; the social, political, and cultural orders of British North America; the creation of an independent American republic in the Revolution; and the destruction of that first republic in the War Between the States.
HISTORY 211 Later Middle Ages, 1100-1500 / Phelan

The high (1000-1300) and late (1300-1500) Middle Ages were periods of intense political and intellectual activity. For some, the periods are marked by intense material growth, including the building of cathedrals and castles as well as the accumulation of wealth by rising European monarchs. For others, the periods are characterized by vibrant intellectual activity, featuring the rise of universities, the development of scholasticism, and struggles between heresy and orthodoxy. Still others view the periods as ones dominated by struggle and discord, whether from the violence of the crusades, the pains of state-formation, or the ravages of diseases. This course will survey a myriad of important events and personalities in an attempt to understand this exciting period of Western civilization.
HISTORY 212 The Renaissance / Hughes

This course will explore the social and cultural history of Europe from about 1350 to 1550, a period of momentous change: scientific experiment placed the sun rather than the earth at the center of the universe; the state emerged as a political entity; exploration made Europeans aware of sub-Saharan Africa and the Americas; scholarship recovered the lost texts and ideas of the ancient Greek and Roman worlds; art, medicine, and philosophy renewed an interest in the physical and psychological nature of man; and the printing press made these changes available to a much wider public. We will explore the substance and consequence of such changes, including some negative ones, such as the expulsion of Muslim and Jews from Spain, censorship, and colonial exploitation. Many readings will be taken from documents of the period.
HISTORY 323 / French 340 The French Enlightenment / Goodman

In this course we will approach the Enlightenment as a site of contestation on two levels: as a lively community that developed in France in the eighteenth century and thrived on debate about its own practices and about the world in which it operated; and as the site of current debates on the origins of modernity and its influence on the world in which we live. Through primary source readings, discussions, and lectures, students will gain an understanding of the French Enlightenment as a part of and critical response to French society, politics, and culture before the French Revolution, including education, social order, the family, gender relations, colonialism, and consumer society. Through readings in secondary sources they will be introduced to current debates about the Enlightenment. Students will be asked to think about the ways in which the Enlightenment shapes the modern world and its contribution to their own way of thinking. Primary source readings include texts by major Enlightenment authors such as Voltaire, Diderot, and Rousseau, as well as lesser known writers such as Graffigny, Mercier, and Raynal. All readings will be in English translation.
HISTORY 325 See RELIGION 325 History of Islam in South Asia / Metcalf
HISTORY 330 Eastern Europe, 1500-1900 / Porter

In this class we will explore the history of the northeastern part of Europe, encompassing the lands now included within Poland, the Czech Republic, Slovakia, Hungary, Ukraine, Belarus, and Lithuania. Our story begins in the middle ages, when the loosely organized tribes of these territories first developed large-scale political institutions, and ends with the dawn of the modern era in the late 19th century. During most of this time the states of Eastern Europe cultivated a distinctive political culture—one marked by unprecedented liberties and rights for the nobility, by parliamentary institutions, and by a surprising degree of religious and cultural toleration. All this, however, coexisted with an economic and social order grounded in the harsh exploitation of an impoverished peasantry, and this paradoxical overlap of freedom and oppression will be one of the main themes of our course. We will also highlight the cultural diversity of this region, where Christianity, Judaism, and Islam met.
HISTORY 335 Ottoman Enterprise / Lindner
Principles of nomadic and sedentary social and political organization in the middle ages; the Mongol power and its career; Seljuk decay and Ottoman success; Ottoman social, economic, political, and military institutions; Safavid origins; the sedentarization of Ottoman history; high and low culture in the Ottoman domains.
HISTORY 352 Imperial China / Chang

This is a systematic analysis of state, society, people, and ideas in Imperial China from 221 B.C. to the end of the 18th century. Each dynasty or period is examined by its characteristic development and unique features.
HISTORY 396.002 Ideology and Empire in China / Chang

This course will examine the major ideologies behind the rise, constitution, and fall of the powerful empires in Chinese history. It will focus on one empire: the Qin (Ch'in), 221-207 B.C., popularly known as the empire of the Great Wall and Terracotta Warriors. The first empire in Chinese history, the Qin Empire marked the end of China's Classical Age and the beginning of Imperial China. Founded by one great mystic hero, the First Emperor (Ying, Zheng, r. 221-210 B.C.), its short life of fourteen years actually charted the course of Chinese history for the next two thousand years. This course will look into the complex ideological forces behind the enigmatic personality of the First Emperor and the founding and developing of the Qin Empire. Finally, through this study, some "big questions" in the current historical scholarship will be raised: Do ideologies matter in the rise and fall of powerful empires? Do powerful empires lead to the "end of history"? Do history-making heroes "live" forever?

HISTORY 396.004 The World of the Ship / Hancock

An exploration of the social, cultural, economic and legal dimensions of seventeenth and eighteenth century Anglo-American maritime life that scrutinizes the work of common laborers and situates their work in the expanding Atlantic economy. Topics include: captains, sailors, female and Black mariners, pirates, Captain Kidd, privateers, shipbuilding, medicine, scurvy, map-making, longitude, Captain Cook, commodity trading, naval warfare, mutiny, Captain Bligh, shipwrecks, and developments in admiralty law.
HISTORY 397.006 Jews, Christians, Muslims in the Middle Ages / Phelan

This course will examine scripture, law, exegesis, polemics and philosophy from the three major Abrahamic religions of the medieval west. We will explore the similarities and the differences among the three religions, and consider how they influenced each other and how they distanced and refuted each other. The goal is to investigate the range of ideas concerning the nature of faith and law existing in the Middle Ages and to think about how context—political, social, cultural, and intellectual—informs those ideas. During the term students will compare important texts from the three major religions, analyze their content, and evaluate the relationships between them. 

HISTORY 409 Byzantine, 867-1453 / Fine

A survey taking the Byzantine Empire from the accession of the Macedonians till the Empire's fall to the Ottomans. The course focuses on both internal political history and foreign affairs (relations with the West; the great Church split between Rome and Constantinople; relations with Crusaders and with Slavic neighbors — Russians, Bulgarians, and Serbs, relations with the Seljuk and Ottoman Turks). The main texts are: Ostrogorsky's History of the Byzantine State, and Jenkins' Byzantium: The Imperial Centuries; and for the final two centuries, Nichol's The Last Centuries of Byzantium.
HISTORY 450 Japan to 1700 / Tonomura

The course aims to provide an understanding of various aspects of Japanese history from prehistoric times through the last phase of the age of the samurai. It seeks to illuminate the interconnected patterns of transformation that paved the way to Japan's modern age while exploring such key topics as aristocrats and warriors, emperors and outcasts, bureaucracy and feudalism, sexuality and religion, peasants and pirates, Mongol invasions and Buddha's power,and literacy and rebellions. The course introduces primary historical sources in addition to journal articles and books that represent historians' interpretations.
HISTORY 546 / NES 495 / WS 495 / RS/ 496 Gender and Sexuality in Early Modern Islam / Babayan

The course explores Muslim constructions of gender and sexuality in the pre-modern era (600-1700 CE).  It integrates issues of sexuality and gender, bringing to bear on each other the ways in which masculinity and femininity were intimately constructed within the project of Islam.  We will begin with some theoretical works.   How does gender constitute a ‘useful category’ to interpret cultures?  How have scholars of the Islamic world studied women and gender?  Through a survey of sacred texts (Quran & Hadith) that came to define the female and the male sex in early and medieval Islam we shall investigate the (re) casting of female icons (Eve, Zulaykha, ‘A’isha)

through time.  We shall then attempt to trace the system of representations developed by Muslim men to express femininity and masculinity in medieval Islamicate literary texts (poetry, stories, advice literature, satire, political, and medical treatises).  How do gendered symbols get translated from the domains of the sacred to those of literature, politics and law? How is the body engendered through Islam?  How are sexuality, love and the erotic represented in these texts?  What do these reveal about power, social hierarchies and their related mentalities?  What social institutions and regulatory technologies are created to maintain such representations? Finally, gender participation in the political and cultural life of Ottoman and Safavi courts shall be examined as a way of entering into the interplay between discourse and practice in early modern Islamicate societies. Through a discussion of the underlying traditions, that formulated the roles of Safavi and Ottoman royal women in dynastic politics, we will examine how Islam fashioned practice.  How did new cultural attitudes (Iranian & Turco-Mongol) on gender affect female participation at court?  The Ottomans and Safavis are studied at a historical junction when they were attempting to restructure their empires from a semi-nomadic society (16th century) to an urbanized and ‘absolutist’ one (17th century).  In this process the configuration of the royal household shifts from one based on steppe (Turco-Mongol) conceptions of corporate sovereignty to one of patriarchal rule.  We shall investigate the ways in which these transformations affected gender and politics at court.  For in the process of centralization and the rationalization of power, the Safavi and Ottomans came to rely on a legal and religious basis for authority, one so linked to the promise and ability to enforce the shari’a, those very sacred textual ideals examined at the beginning of the course.

HISTORY 638 / 707 Regions of Taste in Late Medieval and Renaissance Europe / Hughes
This course will investigate and historicize the ways in which communities in pre-modern Europe created aesthetic ideals and shaped social practices in ways that confirmed their identities and drew both social and regional boundaries based on taste.  While alert to the notion of taste as a social discipline, we will also take into account points of resistance (individual and ideological) and also investigate some mechanisms that allowed for gradual change.  The concept of taste has served as a creative focus of social science investigation for more than a century (Georg Simmel, Norbert Elias, Pierre Bourdieu, among others); but medieval and early modern historians have been uncharacteristically slow to respond.  Thus this class is somewhat experimental.  We will look at a range of substances and practices that served to shape communities of taste from about 1200 to 1600:  food, clothes, manners, festive and ritual behaviors.  These will be studied within a range of environments:  states, towns, and villages as well as in more the more intimate environments of courts, religious communities and households.  One object of the seminar will be the identification of  potentially productive historical sources for future research – legal material, proscriptive manuals, how-to books, chronicle and diary, as well as literary and visual material.
HISTORY 640 / 715 Cultural Production of Religion in Early Modern Europe / Sheehan
Religion has, in the past decade, vaulted into prominence as a field of historical inquiry. For many years, religion was subordinated to the more apparently concrete historical domains of economy and society. In a similar vein, secularization was embraced as the bedrock of modernity. But now, for a variety of reasons, histories of religion are flourishing. This course will take the early modern period as a kind of laboratory for investigating religion. It was during this period, after all, that religion is supposed to have begun its exit from the project of modernity. By examining how religion was constituted inside early modern intellectual and cultural fields, we will try to describe both the cultural resources that religion offered early modern Europeans and the transformations that religion underwent in the period. 

The course will have two interrelated components: first, an introduction to more recent and exciting cultural and intellectual histories of early modern religion, histories that will take us into literature, art, law, and science, among other fields. And second, a set of readings of primary sources/texts from the period, in particular ones that challenge our own sense of the “place” of religion in intellectual and cultural life. These will include a number of key political, philosophical, anthropological, and theological texts from the period (Calvin, Milton, Hobbes, Spinoza, Hume, as well as Jean de Léry and Hugo Grotius, among others far less known), and our goal will be to read religion from inside the intellectual world of the early modern period. We will especially concentrate on how these sources shed light on a series of early modern dilemmas, including: the functions of ritual in religious life; the religious and political uses of sacrifice; the status of images and icons; the relations between religious and political communities; the problems of religious diversity; and the very nature of theology as a practice. 

HISTORY 680 Envisioning Early America in an Atlantic World / Juster

Critical analysis of the literature on selected problems in the history of the colonies and states in America before 1789.
HISTORY 761 Atlantic History / Hancock

This research seminar focuses on Early America and the Atlantic world (broadly speaking). It will be equally interested in the circulation of people, goods, and ideas; the impact of European culture and colonization on the New World; and the impact of colonialism and New World cultures on the Old. It hopes to bring together doctoral students interested in the Americas, the Caribbean, the British Isles and the European Continent to consider issues relevant to writing the history of transatlantic economies, societies, cultures, and politics from about 1600 to 1850. Topics to be explored include: race and slavery; nation, empire, and colony; material culture and everyday life; trade and commerce. In the first part of the course we will examine these topics in relation to sources available to the historian and methods of analyzing them.
HISTORY 796.001 Globalization: Print in the Early Modern World / Safier and Zwicker

How did books and printed matter travel in the early modern period? What were the social, cultural, technical, and economic practices by which information circulated between countries and continents in an age of increasing connections between distant corners of the globe? This course will explore the transnational aspects of early modern print culture and will address the question of how early modern social practices affected the global circulation of print, and how the phenomenon of print circulation in turn transformed early modern societies.  We will look at how print technologies traversed cultural and political boundaries and will attempt to follow developments in reading and typographical practices between, as well as within, particular communities, nation-states, and empires.  The first third of the course will be dedicated to examining some of the most recent debates within book history, primarily in the early modern European context.  In the second third of the course, we will explore some of the transnational and transcultural methodologies that have been employed in recent decades to move the field beyond these more traditional approaches. Finally, in the last third of the course, we will discuss how scholars have taken these approaches into innovative geographical and spatial contexts by responding to and/or rejecting earlier models of print history.  In addition to providing a forum for methodological analysis and debate, the course will allow students and guest speakers to present works-in-progress for discussion by the seminar.

ITALIAN 333 Dante’s Divine Comedy / Carugati

Open to concentrators and non-concentrators alike, this course is devoted to a reading of one of the monuments of Western literature. The poem will be read in all its three parts, Inferno, Purgatorio, and Paradiso, in facing-page translation in order to benefit those who know some Italian as well as those who do not. The format of the course will consist of two lectures and one discussion per week. Evaluation will be on the basis of class participation, midterm and final exams, and several short writing assignments. All sections will be taught in English. Opportunities to read and discuss in Italian may be arranged on the basis of demand.

LATIN 436 Post-classical Latin II / Dufallo
In this course students will pursue specific research interests they have developed in LATIN 435 or elsewhere in their studies. These may involve close work on individual Medieval Latin or Neo-Latin texts and authors, or broader thematic studies of genres, periods, or literary conventions.
MEMS/RCHUMS 314 The Figure of Rome in Shakespeare and 16th Century Painting / Sowers
In this course we will read a selection of Shakespeare’s roman plays, Titus Andronicus, Julius Caesar, Anthony and Cleopatra, and Cymbeline, in the light of their ancient sources, especially Ovid, Livy, Plutarch, Caesar and Augustine. We will ask what the figure of “Rome” means in the context of each play, and how that historical reference point is used to frame problems of contemporary import in Shakespeare’s own time. As comparison and contrast, we will also examine the reclamation of Rome by artists of the Renaissance and the Counter-reformation, especially Mantegna, Titian and Caravaggio, in order to make arguments concerning antiquity and memory; martyrdom and authority; and the status of the image. We will complete our study by inquiring how (and why) renaissance artists, historians, and antiquarians began to construct a pre-roman paganism.  What sources did they use? Was there a political or cultural motive behind this construction?

MEMS / History 211 Later Middle Ages / Phelan (See HISTORY)
MEMS / History 212 Renaissance Europe / Hughes (See HISTORY)
MEMS PROSEMINAR /English 630 /HA 655 The Presence of the Past in Medieval and Early Modern Culture / Taylor and Willette
The proseminar will explore several broad purposes of the past in medieval and early modern cultures.  The past could be used to construct identity in the present; the effort to assimilate an alien past could be a main engine for hermeneutics, allegory, and other forms of re-signifying; the past could support claims of political and cultural legitimacy; and conversely, it could become the site for the oppositional imagination. Through a series of case studies, we will investigate the varied ways in which myths of the past were created, exposed, and continually reinvented for these (and perhaps other) purposes.  We will focus our exploration through such cases as Beowulf and the past as treasure; invented genealogies and other forgeries; the legend of Arthur; the story of Lucretia; architectural spolia and the idea of Rome; the Donation of Constantine and the past as text; visual histories; hagiography and devotional images; and biblical hermeneuetics and the Franciscans.  To accommodate the widest range of interested participants, translations will be used whenever necessary.
MUSICOLOGY  405 / 505 The French Chanson in the Renaissance / Mengozzi
MUSICOLOGY 406/506 The Sacred Vocal Music of J. S. Bach / Dubowy
MUSICOLOGY 407/507 The Music of Beethoven / Whiting

MUSICOLOGY 420 / 520 Music of the Baroque / Dubowy

This course is designed as an overview of selected topics in music of the seventeenth and early eighteenth centuries (roughly 1570-1750), but it is not designed as a strict survey of Baroque music. Particular emphasis is given to the invention and definition of musical genres, the relationship of music to text, and the place and function of music (secular and sacred, vocal and instrumental, for court, chamber, church, and theater) in early modern society.
MUSICOLOGY 421 / 521 Music of the Classical Era / Olivieri

A survey of European music from the mid-18th century to about 1810 through the vision of movies and documentaries based on musical subjects.
MUSICOLOGY 621  History of Music Theory (Borders). 
Temporal span will be Greek antiquity through the Renaissance.

MUSICOLOGY 639 Medieval Music : "Chant" / Borders


Seminar course.

PHILOSOPHY 389 History of 17th and 18th Century / Loeb
This survey examines the development of modern philosophy in Europe during the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, a critical formative period in modern Western philosophy. Considerable attention is devoted to each of Descartes, Locke, Berkeley, Hume, and Kant. The focus is on epistemological and metaphysical issues; the figures' moral and political philosophies are not discussed. The course is planned with the needs of philosophy concentrators and academic minors in mind; however, the sole prerequisite is one introductory philosophy course. Topics to be covered include: skepticism about the existence of the material world, theories of perception and of the nature of material objects, the problem of induction, the nature and limits of a priori knowledge, innate knowledge, empiricist theories of meaning, analytic and synthetic truth, necessary and contingent truth, God, substance, causation, free will and determinism (time permitting), the self, the relationship between mind and body, and personal identity. 

PHILOSOPHY 517 Fichte's Philosophy of Right and Ethics / Kosch
We will read the two main works of practical philosophy of Fichte's Jena period (the Grundlage des Naturrechts of 1796-97 and the System der Sittenlehre of 1798) and some related texts from Rousseau, Kant, Hegel and Fichte's Wissenschaftslehre, paying special attention to: 1. areas of productive disagreement with Kant (e.g., nature of moral deliberation, content of duties of self-improvement and beneficence), and 2. major original contributions to ethics and political philosophy (e.g., conception of material freedom, justification for private property). Session(s) toward the end of term may (depending on interest) be devoted to romantic and/or marxist appropriations of Fichte's practical philosophy. Prerequisite: good command of Kant's ethics.

RELIGION 204 Introduction to Islam / Knysh
This course provides a comprehensive introduction to Islam as a religious tradition. After examining the fundamental sources of Islam, particularly the Qur'an and the reports about the activities and sayings of the Prophet Muhammad, we will discuss how these foundations gave rise to the beliefs and practices of Muslims and to an Islamic civilization with spectacular achievements in such areas as law, theology, science, philosophy, and mysticism. Our emphasis will be on the first thousand years of Islam, but modern and recent developments will be covered as well.

RELIGION 325 The History of Islam in South Asia / Metcalf

This is an introductory-level course on the history of Muslim communities and institutions in South Asia. Its aim is to introduce students to: the broad historical currents of the expansion of Islam in the Indian subcontinent, the nature of Muslim political authority, the interaction between religious communities, Islamic aesthetics and contributions to material culture, the varied engagements and reactions of Muslims to colonial rule, the partition of British India and the creation of Pakistan, and the contemporary concerns of South Asia's Muslims. The course will begin with an introduction to the Islamic religious tradition. The main emphasis of the course will be on the social, political, and cultural history of Islam in South Asia.
RELIGION 465 Islamic Mysticism / Knysh
Beginning with the Qur'anic origins of Islamic mysticism and its early christian and ascetic influences, this course will explore the central teachings and institutional forms of Sufism, a stream of Islam which stresses the esoteric (mystical) dimensions of religious faith. It will reflect upon the inward quest and devotions of Muslim mystics (Sufis) as these have been lived and expressed in art, theology, literature, and fellowship since the 8th century CE up to the present. Concepts of the self, divine love, self-perfection, the mystical path with its states and stages, and mystical knowledge will be introduced through a study of key philosophical and didactical treatises of Sufism as well as specimens from its rich tradition of ecstatic mystical poetry.
RELIGION 471 Zohar: The Book of Enlightenment / Ginsberg
This course will focus on the Zohar (the so-called Book of Enlightenment or Splendor) surely the central and most richly evocative work of Spanish Kabbalah. This voluminous work, written in sonorous neo-Aramaic, betrays an artist’s sense of language. Avoiding rigid categorization, the Zohar likes to speak of divinity and other “secrets” in fluid terms of light and water: flashing sparks, deep wells, springs, and flowing rivers. At once a “narrative” recounting the spiritual adventures of wandering heroes and a mystical “midrash” on Torah, the Zohar attained a sort of canonical status from the 15th century onward. Our study of the Zohar will emphasize its historical placement, including its relation to currents in Christian and Islamic mysticism, and in philosophy, and with regard to social concerns of the day. We will also explore the riddle of its authorship - not only who composed it, but how was it “written”: amid the so-called “circle of the Zohar.” The core of the seminar will focus on ways of reading/decoding the Zohar. Themes to explore include kabbalistic images of the divine and of the natural world; the recasting of devotional practices and ritual innovation (including Shabbat practices, sacred eating, and Zohar’s impact on popular piety); the Zohar’s critique of certain regnant Jewish practices; its view of language and Torah; the rich (and sometimes bizarre) symbolization of masculine and feminine; the struggle with Evil and the Other; and the Zohar’s relationship to Messianism. Our textual study will be informed by contemporary scholarship. While students may rely on English translation, I will make ongoing references to the neo-Aramaic/Hebrew original, as well.

SCANDINAVIAN 442 Icelandic Saga
About a dozen sagas, read in English translation: "family" sagas, those dealing with famous poets, the Norse discovery of America.
SPANISH 381 Textos coloniales latinoamericanos: actualidad y problemática. Siglos XV – XVIII / del Valle
This review of Colonial Latin American Literature (16th to 18th centuries) moves among several organizing points of analysis. We will use texts to explore the divergent consequences the “encounter” had for the indigenous cultures and for the Western conceptual universe. In this respect, we will highlight the importance of the colonial world in the future development of Western ways of knowing. We will also look at the colonial period as an era of profound tensions which produced new subjects (neither European nor Indian) and transformed “old ones” (new ways of being Indian, for example), whose texts are in constant struggle with each other and with their cultural and economic environment. Finally, we’ll keep in mind the period’s legacy for Latin American countries as seen in the social and economic inequalities institutionalized at all levels of society.
SPANISH 456 Golden Age Spain /Garcia Santo-Tomás

El presente curso estudiará una serie de textos canónicos desde una perspectiva contemporánea, enfatizando su contextualización socio-política, histórica y literaria, además de nuevos acercamientos que se adapten a la sensibilidad moderna. Se analizará poesía, teatro y narrativa, en un diseño que prestará atención cuestiones como el 'yo' poético en su transición del Renacimiento al Barroco, la creación de una dramaturgia nacional de sabor autóctono, y la inauguración de nuevos modos narrativos como la picaresca o la novela corta. Los autores a estudiar serán Garcilaso de la Vega, Fray Luis de León, Santa Teresa de Jesús, San Juan de la Cruz, Cervantes, Lope de Vega, Góngora, Tirso de Molina, Quevedo, Sor Juana y Calderón de la Barca. El curso se completará con proyecciones audiovisuales sobre Velázquez, la Inquisición, Don Quijote y Fuenteovejuna. La clase será en español.

SPANISH 459 Don Quijote / Casa

Cervantes' Don Quijote de la Mancha is considered the world's most important novel. It is the most translated book after the Bible and is viewed by many writers in the Spanish language as the source of inspiration for their works. The book which started its life as an entertaining satire of chivalric books little by little has come to acquire deep philosophical importance. The protagonist of the novel teeters between obsession and sublime idealism and proposes for his readers the dilemma of how to live one's life. This course will trace the process that goes from illusion to acceptance of reality that the novel's protagonist undergoes, touching along the way on numerous important topics both literary and social: from the nature of the novel to the expulsion of the Moors from Spain, from the nature of love to the definition of honor.

SPANISH 485 Early Modern Female (Auto)biographies / Garcia Santo-Tomás

El presente curso ofrece un recorrido por las voces femeninas más sugerentes de los siglos XVI y XVII. La selección de textos estudiados, que irá desde la novela corta, pasando por la carta y el diario, hasta llegar a la poesía y el teatro, cubrirá todo un catálogo de preocupaciones vitales que, en muchas ocasiones, no fue hecho público durante su tiempo: la necesidad de darse a conocer en el parnaso literario masculino, la denuncia abierta contra una sociedad patriarcal injusta y cruel, la búsqueda de un lenguaje propio frente a la amenaza de la Inquisición, la maquinación contra compañeras del mismo sexo en intrigas urbanas y conventuales, el juego de la ambigüedad sexual a través de la palabra, la expresión de fe y de placer místico… Las lecturas primarias y secundarias, así como la discusión en clase serán siempre en español.

SPANISH 488 Mujeres en México: representación y autorepresentación de la colonia al siglo XX / del Valle
In this course we will read literary works and historical texts written about or by women in what is now México (we will start with colonial texts) to analyze both the functions the space “women” has served historically and women’s own strategies of self-representation to respond to the different projects that attempt to assign them a specific role. We will also consider the problems and advantages of analyzing social relations in terms of gender vis-à-vis other social categories.
SPANISH 825 Indigenous Cultures / Verdesio
This course explores the complex relationship of indigenous peoples of the Americas vis-à-vis writing and what Angel Rama called the lettered city — the place from which Western values and "civilization" expanded throughout the continent. We will see how a tool for domination (writing) became, in the hands of some Amerindians, a tool for resistance, survival, or adaptation to the new order of things. We will see, also, the changes produced by writing (and some of its genres, such as historiography) on indigenous ways of understanding and narrating history, as well as the influence of indigenous peoples and their different world views and conceptions of history on Western ways of writing and understanding history. The reading list includes some canonical and not-so-canonical texts, starting from the long letter addressed by Titu Cusi Yupanki (the penultimate Inca king, who dictated his text in Quechua to a friar who translated it into Spanish) to the king of Spain, Guaman Poma de Ayala's voluminous Coronica de buen gobierno, two books on the Andean system of notation known as Kipus, the compilation of Nahua sources that offer an indigenous view of the Conquest of Mexico-Tenochtitlan (compiled by León-Portilla under the English title The Broken Spears), the "Codex" Borgia (a pre-Columbian manuscript produced in the southern central highlands of Mexico around the year 1,400), the Popol Vuh (a sacred text of the Maya-Kiche), Rigoberta Menchú's testimony, Native American activist Russell Means's autobiography, Sherman Alexie's Reservation Blues, Leslie Marmon Silko's Almanac of the Dead, Vine Deloria Jr's Custer Died for Your Sins, and a collection of Subcomandante Marcos's communiques. 
WOMENSTDS 315 Women’s Writing before 1600 / Tinkle

What did women write before 1600? How did women comment on feminine sexuality, motherhood, love, religion, work, or money? The answers to these questions are as provocative and various as the women themselves. In order to explore the writings of a wide range of women, we will examine a number of English texts from the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries. We will, for example, consider Margery Kempe’s autobiographical Book, Aemilia Lanyer’s and Katherine Phillips’ poetry, and selections from the works of Queen Elizabeth I.
WOMENSTDS 471  Gender & Politics in Early Modern Islam / Babayan
The general aim of the course is to understand gender roles in Islam, both from a legal and religious perspective, as well as from behind the veil and the walls of royal harems. An introduction to Muslim understandings of gender and sex, first, through a survey of those sacred texts (Qur'an & Hadith) that came to define gender as well as the roles and mores of women and men in their relationships. Sexuality and the erotic will then be studied through other forms of popular Islamic literature such as belles lettres and mystical poetry. Finally, gender participation in the political and culutral life of the Safavi, Ottoman and Mughal courts shall be explored to view the interplay between theory and practice in early modern Islamdom.
