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The opening of the Detroit Observatory in 1856 marked the beginning of 
research at the University of Michigan, with astronomers studying our 
Solar System and the stars around us. Today, we are unmasking heav-
enly phenomena never imagined by those pioneers—black holes, stellar 
birth, the nature of the Milky Way, and gravitational lensing by massive 
galaxy clusters. And although Michigan’s research observatory was one 
of the first established in the Midwest, the Department of Astronomy is 
young and vibrant because we’ve spent the last decade hiring exceptional 
faculty and investing in world-class telescopes, surveys, and computing 
resources. Faculty and students have made a variety of important dis-
coveries that received international attention—such findings include the 
birth of stars, planet-forming disks, and life-supporting chemistry; mea-
surements of dark matter from small dwarf galaxies to massive galaxy 
clusters; finding and peering into black holes, which unleash plasma jets 
that profoundly modify their environments.

Our largest-ever fundraising campaign is 
ambitious, visionary, purposeful — worthy 
of the name “Victors.” The $400 million 
goal is built upon the cornerstone of the 
liberal arts: the idea that a powerful, prag-
matic education can transform hearts and 
minds, can solve problems in a changing 
world, can yield ideas and innovation 
across every discipline. That’s why we are 
focused on raising money so that the best 
and brightest minds can have access to 
the College through robust scholarship 
support, no matter their financial circum-
stances. So too are we committed to help-
ing every student acquire not just knowl-
edge in the classroom, but experiences 
outside the academy including innovative 
entrepreneurial efforts and internships. We 
strive to support our faculty on the front-
lines of research, and steward our planet, 
our community, our campus. To do all 
this, and so much more, the College needs 
you — because the world needs Victors.
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INSTRUMENTATION AND EQUIPMENT FUND 
$2M to $5M endowed/$100,000 annually

Our excellent ground-based telescope facilities are making 
leading discoveries in several branches of astronomy, from dark 
matter in galaxies to the formation of new stars. These discov-
eries point the way toward some of the greatest questions of 
our time, including the nature of planets around other stars, how 
galaxies like the Milky Way came into being, or the mystery of 
dark energy. Answering these challenges requires even more 
powerful and sophisticated instruments. Cutting-edge research 
demands that innovative instruments be designed and built 
to meet the new and ever-changing needs of scientists. Such 
instruments require prototype designs and testing before 
application to national agencies for the full funding. This instru-
mentation and equipment fund will greatly improve our ability 
to obtain federal funding for the forefront instrumentation and 
equipment that we need to remain leaders in astronomy  
and astrophysics.

THE “DOC” LOSH UNDERGRADUATE  
STUDENT SUPPORT FUND 
$1M endowed $50,000 annually

Professor Hazel “Doc” Losh was a legendary teacher who 
inspired generations of undergraduates. Following her legacy, 
we strive to bring our undergraduates special opportunities of 
lasting value. Examples include sending students on trips to our 
mountaintop observatories, providing them with one-on-one 
research opportunities with faculty, or bringing a distinguished 
outside visitor into a small class setting.

WAYS TO FUND YOUR GIFT
Your gifts of cash, pledges, or appreciated securities change  
lives. Wills, estate, and planned gifts allow you to create a lasting 
legacy that will enable the best and brightest minds to experience  
a liberal arts education, solve problems in a changing world, and  
yield ideas and innovations that will make a difference in Michigan 
and around the globe.


