








 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

�e Future  
in 1995

Enjoy an excerpt from Sarah Granger’s 
one-act play for a taste of what the fu-
ture looked like almost a decade ago.

Popular singles from 1995 
include TLC’s “Waterfalls” and 
Montell Jordan’s “This Is How 
We Do It.”

A virtual reality rendering of the 
global computer network, alternately 
called the Grid, the Net, or the Matrix.  

Produced on U-M’s campus in 
1995�—�an era in which people  
used dial-up modems to check  
their “electronic mail.”

Guenevere (no last name given), age 
25. Guen and Kaz have a complicated 
backstory involving broken hearts 
and an unsolved murder.

Guen has had a virus 
implanted into her 
cyberware�—�implant-
ed technology that 
interacts directly with 
the body. The plot of 
the play revolves around 
Guen and Kaz’s quest to 
destroy the virus.  

Ian Kazmekrovsky, age 27. Kaz is 
a “�xer,” a shady wheeler-dealer, 
smuggler, and information broker 
who operates in the shadows. 

The pair’s star-crossed romance makes 
INVASION OF CYBERSPACE a little like 
Casablanca set in a busted-down cybercafé. 

Markosh Allen, age 22. Alley is a “netrunner,” 
a computer programmer whose abilities allow 
him to explore cyberspace. 

The idea of “the net” as a plane of 
virtual reality was made popular by 
William Gibson’s sci-� classic Neuro-
mancer, which in�uenced many later 
novels and �lms including The Matrix. 

Netrunners use their programming 
skills against corporate count-
er-hacking programs in a kind of 
simulated combat. 

Slang for “killed.”

Slang for “destructive 
computer code.”

Love wins! For now�.�.�.



DID YOU MISS IT?
Make sure you check out these stories!

It was a modest but thriving 
zoo. P. 37

A POOR BARGAIN FOR
THE BOYS WHO PLAY THE
GAME. P.50

Can you picture what  
a thousandth of an 
inch is? P.57

Dean Martin or Dean 
Martin? P. 63
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