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Curriculum Vitae: Devi Mays 
devimays@umich.edu 

 
ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS:  
Assistant Professor of Judaic Studies, The University of Michigan, Ann Arbor: 
 September 2014 to Present 
 Dry appointment in the History Department, 2016 to present 
 Core Faculty, Mediterranean Perspective on Global History and Culture 
 Affiliated with the Center for Middle Eastern and North African Studies 

(CMENAS) 
 Affiliated with the Center for Latin American and Caribbean Studies (CLACS) 
 
EDUCATION: 
Ph.D., Department of History, Indiana University: June 2013. 
 Dissertation: “Transplanting Cosmopolitans: The Migrations of Sephardic Jews to 

Mexico, 1900-1934” (Passed with Highest Distinction, Winner of Biennial 
Dissertation Award from the Latin American Jewish Studies Association, 2015) 

M.A. in History, Indiana University: May 2009 
B.A. in Religious Studies, minor: Near Eastern Studies, University of British Columbia: 

May 2006 
 
PRIZES and FELLOWSHIPS: 
Fellow, Frankel Institute for Advanced Judaic Studies, University of Michigan, Fall 2018  
Fellow, Katz Center for Advanced Judaic Studies, University of Pennsylvania (declined) 
Latin American Jewish Studies Association Award for Best Dissertation, 2015  
Fellow, Frankel Institute for Advanced Judaic Studies, University of Michigan, Fall 2014  
Post-Doctoral Fellow in Modern Jewish Studies, The Jewish Theological Seminary of 

America, 2013-2014 
National Endowment for the Humanities Fellow, Summer Seminar on World War I in the 

Middle East, Georgetown University, 2014  
Maurice and Marilyn Cohen Doctoral Dissertation Fellowship, Foundation for Jewish 

Culture, 2013-2014 
Midwest Jewish Studies Association Best Graduate Student Paper Award, October 2012 
Ruth Lilly Dissertation Fellowship, Indiana University Department of History, 2011-

2012 
The Glazer Family Fellowship in Jewish Studies, Indiana University Jewish Studies 

Program, Spring 2011 
The Friends of the Borns Jewish Studies Program Graduate Fellowship, Indiana 

University Jewish Studies Program, Fall 2007 and Fall 2010 
Frederick W. and Mildred C. Stoler Research Fellowship, Indiana University Department 

of History, 2009 and 2010 
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GRANTS: 
MCubed Incubator Grant, “Urban Jewish Cultures Across the Globe,” AY 2019-2020 

($15,000) 
MCubed Mini-Grant, “Interrogating Diasporas, Unveiling Hidden Histories,” Winter 

2019 ($5,000) 
Hadassah-Brandeis Institute Rosalie Katchen Travel Award to attend the Association for 

Jewish Studies annual meeting, December 2013 
Travel Grant, Midwest Latin American History Conference, January 2013 
Maurice Amado Foundation Travel Grant to attend the Association for Jewish Studies 

annual meeting, December 2012 
Friends of the Borns Jewish Studies Program Conference Travel Grant, 2012 and 2013 
Indiana University Borns Jewish Studies Program and the Sephardic Studies Initiative 

Grant-in-Aid, 2009 and 2011 
Foreign Language and Area Studies Program Summer Language Grant, Summer 2009 
Tinker Foundation Pre-Dissertation Research Grant, Summer 2009 
 
 
PUBLICATIONS: 
Scholarly Monographs: 
⇒Forging Ties, Forging Passports: Migration and the Modern Sephardi Diaspora,  
 Stanford Studies in Jewish History and Culture (Stanford: Stanford University 

Press, August 2020) 
 
Articles in Peer-Reviewed Journals: 
⇒ “Becoming Illegal: Sephardi Jews in the Opiates Trade,” Jewish Social Studies 25, no. 

3 (Spring/Summer 2020): 1-34. 
⇒ “‘I Killed Her Because I Loved Her Too Much’: Gender and Violence in the 20th-

Century Sephardi Diaspora,” Mashriq & Mahjar: Journal of Middle Eastern 
Migration Studies 3 (2014): 4-28, Special Issue on Gender and Migration 

 
Chapters in Peer-Reviewed Books:  
⇒ “Recounting the Past, Shaping the Future: Ladino Literary Responses to World War 

I,” in World War I and the Jews: Conflict and Transformation in Europe, the 
Middle East, and America, edited by Marsha Rozenblit and Jonathan Karp (New 
York: Berghahn Books, 2017): 201-221 

⇒ “A Guide to the Interwar Mediterranean: Le Guide Sam and the Shaping of a Sephardi 
Diaspora,” in Jews and the Mediterranean, edited by Matthias Lehmann and 
Jessica Marglin (Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 2020): 170-189. 
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Under Review: 
“On the Outside Looking In: Jewish Émigrés and Turkish Citizenship in the Early 

Republican Period,” in Turkish Jewish Entanglements, edited by Ipek Kocaömer 
Yosmaoğlu and Kerem Öktem (London: Palgrave Macmillan) 

 
In Preparation: 
⇒ Two Steps from the Abyss: An Ottoman Jewish Witness to War, critical introduction to 

and translation of Alexandre Ben Ghiat, Livro-Jurnal de la Gerra General (Book-
Journal of the General War, Begun in August 1914 and Finished in October 1918) 
(Izmir: El Meseret, 1919) 

 Translation from Ladino 
 Book Proposal submitted to the Series in Sephardi and Mizrahi Studies at Indiana 

University Press, with the assurance they will send the completed manuscript out 
for review. 

 
Translations: 
In Jews Across the Americas, ed. Adriana Brodsky and Laura Leibman (in preparation): 

Moses Ben Ghiat, “Types of Immigration,” El Meseret (Izmir, 1908), from 
Ladino 

In Posen Anthology of Jewish Culture and Civilization, Vol. VII (forthcoming): 
Ben Izhak Saserdote, Raphael and Miriam (Constantinople, 1910), from 

Ladino 
⇒ In Posen Anthology of Jewish Culture and Civilization, Vol. VI, Confronting 

Modernity, 1750-1880, ed. Elisheva Carlebach (New Haven: Yale University 
Press, 2019): 

Eliezer Papo, “Laws of Meat” and “Laws of Coffee and of Not Going to 
the Coffeehouses on the Sabbath” from Sefer Meshek Beti 
(Sarajevo, 1872-1874), from Ladino 

⇒ In Sephardi Lives: A Documentary History, 1700-1950, eds. Julia Phillips Cohen and 
Sarah Abrevaya Stein (Palo Alto: Stanford University Press, 2014): 

“Marriage and migration: the trials of a Jewish immigrant in Cuba 
[1913],” from Spanish 

“Alimony in a time of war: an appeal to Istanbul from the Philippines 
[1914],” from French 

“How should one pray south of the equator? Argentine immigrants seek 
rabbinic judgment from Istanbul [1914],” from Spanish 
• Reprinted in Jewish Review of Books (Fall 2014) 

“A Sephardic émigré encourages Levantine Jews to move to Mexico 
[1922],” from Ladino 
• Reprinted in Posen Anthology of Jewish Culture, Vol VIII 

(forthcoming) 
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“An attempt to inherit the estate of a Turkish Jewish woman in Mexico 
City [1925],” from Spanish 

“A Catholic childhood in Havana [c. 1910s],” from Spanish 
⇒ For Stanford University’s Sephardi Studies Project: 

“The Haggadah of the War [1919]”, translation and transcription from 
Ladino 

Abraham Asá’s “Introduction to the Book of Genesis”, transcription from 
Ladino 

 
Translations Prepared: 
⇒ Elia R. Karmona, El Mayoral Djudio (The Jewish Instructor) (Constantinople: 

Imprimiria Arditti, 1910) 
 Translation from Ladino 
⇒_____. La Novia Agunah (The Grasswidow Bride) (Constantinople: El Djugeton, 

5682) 
 Translation from Ladino 
⇒_____. Los Dos Ermanikos (The Two Siblings). (Constantinople: El Djugeton, 5681). 
 Translation from Ladino 
⇒Jacques Loria, La Sangre dela Matzah (The Blood from the Matzah) (Constantinople: 

Imprimiria Aboav i Cohen, 1910) 
 Translation from Ladino 
⇒Ben Yitzhak Saserdote, Refael and Miriam: A Novel of the Life of the Jews of the 

Orient (Constantinople: Imprimiria Aboav i Cohen, 1910) 
 Translation from Ladino 
 

 
Public Scholarship: 
Book Talk with Lily Balloffet on Argentina in the Global Middle East, University of 

California, Santa Cruz, October 23, 2020 (remote) 
Book Webinar on Forging Ties, Forging Passports: Migration and the Modern Sephardi 

Diaspora, Penn State Webinar Series on Scholarship in Middle East Jewish 
History, October 20, 2020 

“Mexico and the Modern Sephardi Diaspora,” Ottoman History Podcast, hosted by Chris 
Gratien, episode 417, July 4, 2019 

 Named by the Ottoman History Podcast as the Best of 2019 
Consultant and Contributor on “Turkino,” part of the “Deporting Ottoman Americans” 

series of the Ottoman History Podcast, hosted by Chris Gratien, episode 411, May 
2, 2019 

⇒ “Opium Dreams: Sephardic Opiate Merchants and the Effects of Empire,” Frankel 
Institute Annual (2019): 28-30. 

⇒ “Inherited Expedience,” AJS Perspectives, special issue on migration (Fall 2017): 56-
57 
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“Reorienting Imperial Jews: Constantinople at the End of Empires,” Frankel Institute 
Annual (2015): 30-33  

“Recounting the Past, Shaping the Future: Ladino Haggadot of the War in Occupied 
Constantinople,” web project posted on the World War I in the Middle East 
National Endowment for the Humanities summer seminar 2014 

 “Playing with Peculiarity: Sephardic Migrations and the Ambiguity of National 
Identity,” Association for Jewish Studies’ Sephardi/Mizrahi Caucus, September 
2012 (http://sephardimizrahistudies.org/2012/09/playing-with-peculiarity-
sephardic-migrations-and-the-ambiguity-of-national-identity/ ) 

 
 
LECTURES, CONFERENCES, and SEMINAR PRESENTATIONS  
Invited Lectures 
2020: “Forging Ties, Forging Passports: Migration and the Modern Sephardi Diaspora,” 

Penn State University (remote):October 20. 
2020: “Forging Ties, Forging Passports: Migration and the Modern Sephardi Diaspora,” 

University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill: March 2. 
2019: “Forging Ties, Forging Passports: Migration and the Modern Sephardi Diaspora,” 

Northwestern University: November 11 
2019: “Sephardi Jews in the Opium Trade,” Indiana University: November 8 
2019: “Mexico City,” Jews in New Cities Workshop, University of Cape Town, Cape 

Town, South Africa: July 30. 
2019: ‘“More Mexican than the Nopal”: From Ottoman Jew to Mexican Diplomat in 

Vichy France, or the Story of Mauricio Fresco,” University of Washington, 
Seattle: May 5 

2018: “Jewish Émigrés and Turkish Citizenship in the Early Republican Period,” Turkish 
Jewish Entanglements, Symposium at the University of Graz, Austria: June 18 

2017: Part of expert panel, “Religion and Ethno-nationalism in the Era of the World 
Wars,” University of Toronto, ON: May 21-23 

2017: “Forging a Community in Diaspora,” keynote speech at the ucLADINO Judeo-
Spanish Symposium, University of California, Los Angeles: March 2 

2016: “On the Opium Trail, from Turkey to Mexico: Ottoman Jews and the Aftereffects 
of Empire,” Lafayette College, Easton, PA: November 3 

2016: “A Guide to the Interwar Mediterranean? Travel, Transportation, Trade, Tariffs, Le 
Guide Sam and the Shaping of an Interwar Diaspora,” A Mediterranean Society? 
Jews and the Mediterranean from the Middle Ages to the Present, University of 
California, Irvine, and University of Southern California: April 3-4 

2016: “Forge Your Own Passport: The Curious Case of Mauricio Fresco, from Ottoman 
Jew to Mexican Diplomat,” North Carolina State University, Raleigh, NC: 
February 24 

2016: “An Ottoman Jewish Witness to War: World War I in Izmir through Alexander 
Ben Ghiat’s Livro-Jurnal de la Gerra General,” Georgetown University, 
Washington, D.C.: January 28 

http://sephardimizrahistudies.org/2012/09/playing-with-peculiarity-sephardic-migrations-and-the-ambiguity-of-national-identity/
http://sephardimizrahistudies.org/2012/09/playing-with-peculiarity-sephardic-migrations-and-the-ambiguity-of-national-identity/
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2015: “Crossing Boundaries in Middle Eastern Jewish History: Toward an Integrated 
Study of Sephardi, Mizrahi, and Arab-Jewish Modernity,” workshop at Princeton 
University, Princeton, NJ: May 8  

2014: “Reorienting Imperial Jews: Constantinople at the Crossroads of Jewish Identities,” 
Frankel Institute for Advanced Judaic Studies, University of Michigan, Ann 
Arbor: December 4 

2014: “Smack, Silk, and Siblings: Transnational Sephardic Smuggling Networks in and 
beyond 1930s Mexico,” University of California, Irvine: November 17 

2014: “Fabricating the Foreign: Sephardic Migrant Networks between the Mediterranean 
and the Caribbean,” Workshop on Jews and the Modern Economy, the Center for 
Jewish History, New York, NY: April 25 

2014: “Forge Your Own Passport: Sephardic Migrant Networks in Latin America and the 
Mutability of Citizenship,” Columbia University, New York, NY: March 12  

2014: “Forging Ties and Forging Passports: Sephardic Jews Linking the Mediterranean 
and Caribbean,” The Jewish Theological Seminary, New York, NY: February 27 

2013: “Marketable Foreignness: Sephardic Jewish Migrants between the Ottoman 
Empire, France, and Mexico, 1900-1945,” Yale Latin American Studies Working 
Group, New Haven, CT: November 19 

2013: “The Allure of the Foreign: Sephardic Migrant Networks between Mexico, France, 
and the Ottoman Empire,” University of Texas, Austin, TX: October 12 

2013: “Family and Commercial Networks in the Migrations from the Ottoman Empire to 
Mexico,” Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology, Terre Haute, Indiana: April 19 

2013: “Inside the Black Box: I.U. Students’ Ideas about History,” with Victoria Wheeler, 
Miles Blizard, Theresa Dazey, Natalie Gwishiri, and Nancy Germano, at the 
Teaching and Practice Colloquium, Indiana University, Bloomington, IN: March 
22 

 
Conference Presentations 
2020: Roundtable on “Rethinking ‘Sephardi’/ ‘Mizrahi’ Migrations: A Global Outlook,” 

Association for Jewish Studies Annual Meeting, December 
2020: “Playing the Race Card: Sephardi Encounters with the Racial Paradigm of 

‘Mestizaje,’” Association for Jewish Studies Annual Meeting, December 
2020: Roundtable on “Surviving the Great War in Istanbul,” Middle East Studies 

Association Annual Meeting, October 5 
2020: “Playing the Race Card: Sephardi Encounters with the Racial Paradigm of 

‘Mestizaje,’” Latin American Jewish Studies Association Biennial Conference, 
Cancelled- COVID. 

2020: “Visibility/Invisibility: Reassessing the Place/Absence of Eastern Sephardic and 
Mizrahi Jews in American Jewish History” roundtable, 2020 Biennial Scholars 
Conference on American Jewish History, cancelled-COVID. 

2019: “Marking Elite Status: Sephardi Opium Dealers in the Late Ottoman World,” 
Sephardi Identity Symposium, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI: March 
28. 
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2019: “Becoming Illegal: Sephardi Jews in the Transnational Opium Trade,” Jews in the 
Americas Conference, University of Florida, Gainesville, FL: February 25. 

2018: Roundtable on “The Past, Present, and Future of Sephardi/Mizrahi Studies,” 
Association for Jewish Studies Annual Meeting, Boston, MA: December 17. 

2018: “Spanish-Syrians Smuggle Silk:” Contraband, Connections, and Criminality 
among Post-Ottoman Migrants in Mexico,” Middle East Studies Association 
Annual Meeting, San Antonio, TX: November 17. 

2017: Roundtable on “The Future of Ottoman Jewish History,” Association for Jewish 
Studies Annual Meeting, Washington, DC: December 17 

2017: “Going with the Flow: Sephardi Migrant Networks in the 20th-Century Atlantic 
World,” Organization of American Historians Annual Meeting, New Orleans, LA: 
April 7 

2016: “Chasing the Dragon: Sephardi Jews in the Opiate Trade,” Association for Jewish 
Studies Annual Meeting, San Diego, CA: December 20 

2015: “The Sephardi Connection: Transnational Smuggling between Old and New 
Worlds,” Middle East Studies Association, Denver, CO: November 17 

2015: “Becoming Illegal: Sephardi Jews in the Transnational Opium Trade,” Conference 
on Jews and Commercial Culture, Indiana University, Bloomington, IN: October 
11 

2015: “The Sephardi Connection: Transnational Smuggling in an Age of Prohibitions,” 
Migrations and Diasporas, Tepoztlán Institute for Transnational History of the 
Americas, Tepoztlán, Mexico: July 24 

2015: “Reorienting Imperial Jews: Constantinople at the Crossroads of Jewish Identities,” 
American Historical Association Annual Conference, New York, NY: January 3 

2014: “Failure to Launch: Jews and Their Co-Ethnic Others in Twentieth-Century 
Mexico,” Association for Jewish Studies Annual Meeting, Baltimore, MD: 
December 15 

2014: “When the ‘Citizenship Question’ Becomes the ‘Minority Question,’ or Ottoman 
Jewish Émigrés between the Ottoman Empire and Turkey,” Middle East Studies 
Association Annual Conference, Washington, DC: November 24 

2014: “The 1919 and 1920 Haggadot dela Gerra and the Myth of Ottoman Jewish 
Loyalty in World War I,” World War I and the Jews, The Center for Jewish 
History, New York, NY: November 9-10 

2014: “Shmoozing Sephardic-Style: Transnational Networks in a Transatlantic 
Diaspora,” Latin American Studies Association 2014 Congress, Chicago, IL: May 
23 

2014: “The Brief, Wondrous Career of Mauricio Fresco: Mexican Diplomat, Secret 
Sephardi,” Third Regional Conference of the Latin American Jewish Studies 
Association, New York, NY: May 2  

2014: “Mercantilism Stronger than Patriotism: Ottoman Émigrés in Latin America and 
the Limits of Ottomanism,” American Historical Association Annual Conference, 
Washington, DC: January 5 
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2014: “Scholarship of Teaching and Learning: Why Should We Engage,” Roundtable at 
the American Historical Association Annual Conference, Washington, DC: 
January 2 

2013: “A Love Story from the Old World that Ended in Tragedy in the New: Migration, 
Marriage, and Domestic Violence in the 20th Century Sephardic World,” 
Association for Jewish Studies Annual Meeting, Boston, MA: December 15-17 

2013: “Between Desdemona and Othello: Jewish Honor, Gender, and Sexuality in a 
Mexico City Murder,” Latin American Jewish Studies Association International 
Conference, University of Texas, Austin, TX: June 10 

2013: “Regulating the Nation through Migration: Sephardic Jewish Immigrants and 
Articulations of Mexican and Turkish Nationhood,” Latin American Studies 
Association 2013 Congress, Washington, DC: May 30 

2013: “‘Making America’ in Mexico: Sephardic Jewish Immigrants and the Choice of 
Destination,” Midwest Latin American History Conference, Loyola University, 
Chicago, IL: January 26 

2012: “Give me passage from Mérida to Havana. I was Bulgarian yesterday, but now I’m 
Greek: Sephardic Migration to Mexico and the Flexibility of National Identities,” 
Association for Jewish Studies Annual Meeting, Chicago, IL: December 17. 

2012: “Patriot Games: Ottoman Jews, Transnational Ties, and Divided Loyalties during 
the Balkan Wars and World War I,” Midwest Jewish Studies Association Annual 
Conference, York University, Toronto, Canada: October 14 

2011: “The Integration of Sephardic Jewish Immigrants in Mexico, 1905-1940,” Colonial 
Complexes: Knowledge, Law, and Power, Tepoztlán Institute for Transnational 
History of the Americas, Tepoztlán, Mexico: July 29 

 
Public Presentations 
2015: “Jewish Constantinople at the End of Empires,” Frankel Institute Detroit Lecture 

Series on Jews and Empires, West Bloomfield, MI: February 12 
2013: “Jewish Heroes and Cowards of the First World War,” LeMood Montreal: The 

Festival of Unexpected Jewish Learning, Arts, and Culture, Montreal, Canada: 
November 3 

2013: “Pulp Fiction: The Ladino Version,” LeMood Montreal: The Festival of 
Unexpected Jewish Learning, Arts, and Culture, Montreal, Canada: November 3 

2013: “Picturing Jewish Identity from the Geographical Margins,” Keynote Speaker at 
the List College Honors Fellows Banquet, the Jewish Theological Seminary, New 
York City: October 3 

2013: “When Life Imitates Dissertation: Foibles of a Budding Historian,” Keynote 
Speaker at the History Department Awards Luncheon, Indiana University, 
Bloomington, IN: April 24 

2010: “La Situación de los Judíos Turcos en la Actualidad,” Public lecture in Spanish for 
the Association of Mexican Jewish Journalists and Writers, Mexico City, Mexico: 
November 13 
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2010: “Sepharad in the Americas,” Public lecture at the Etz Chaim Sephardic Synagogue, 
Indianapolis, IN: March 21 

 
 
TEACHING EXPERIENCE: 
“Ladino Language and Literature,” University of Michigan, graduate readings course 
“Jews in the Americas,” University of Michigan, undergraduate seminar/lecture course 
“Antisemitism and Philosemitism,” University of Michigan, undergraduate 

seminar/lecture course 
 “The Holocaust: The Fate of the Jews, 1933-1949,” University of Michigan, 

undergraduate lecture course 
“A Global History of the Jews of Spain,” University of Michigan, undergraduate 

seminar/lecture course 
“The Mediterranean: Judaic Studies,” University of Michigan, undergraduate 

seminar/lecture course  
“Jews and Muslims,” University of Michigan, undergraduate seminar 
“Sources of Jewish History,” University of Michigan, introductory undergraduate lecture 

course 
“Ladino Literature and Culture,” crosslisted undergraduate-graduate course at the Jewish 

Theological Seminary, Spring 2014. 
“The Sephardic Diaspora,” crosslisted undergraduate-graduate course at the Jewish 

Theological Seminary, Fall 2013 
 
Professional Development and Other Teaching Experience 
American Academy of Jewish Religion Early Career Workshop, Rutgers University, June 

2-5, 2015 
Instructor, Ladino Language Group, The Jewish Theological Seminary, Spring 2014 
RewirED Seminar Series on Technology in the Classroom, Columbia University, Fall 

2013 
“Teaching College History,” Preparing Future Faculty Course, Indiana University, Fall 

2012 
Instructor of English at SDM Istanbul, Istanbul, Turkey, Spring 2007 
 
SERVICE 
Institutional Service 
Judaic Studies Executive Committee, 2019-present 
Dissertation Committee of Lediona Shahollari (History, University of Michigan), 2020-

present 
Search Committee for “Contemporary Jewish Life” faculty position, Judaic Studies, 2019 
UROP Undergraduate Student Mentor, Shon Harris, 2019-2020 
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Evaluatory Committee for Collegiate Postdoctoral Fellowship, 2019 
Judaic Studies Curriculum Committee, 2019 
Dissertation Committee of Harry Kashdan (Comparative Literature, University of 

Michigan), “Eating Elsewhere: Food and Migration in the Contemporary 
Mediterranean,” Defended December 8, 2017 

Dissertation Committee of Alyssa Reiman (History, University of Michigan), 
“Mediterranean Diasporas: Commerce, Movement, and Identity in Livorno and 
Alexandria, 1815-1948,” Defended August 27, 2017 

LSA Collegiate Postdoctoral Fellowship Evaluatory Committee in Judaic Studies, 2017 
Michigan Society of Fellows Evaluatory Committee in Judaic Studies, 2017 
Evaluatory Committee for Bryan Roby, University of Michigan, 2017 
Ladino Language Reading Group, University of Michigan, 2015-2017 
Committee for Evaluating Yiddish Language Instruction, University of Michigan, 2015-

2016 
Evaluatory Committee for Mediterranean Studies for position in Classics, University of 

Michigan, 2015 
 
Professional Service 
Co-Chair, Sephardi/Mizrahi Division of the Association for Jewish Studies, beginning 

December 2020 
Editorial Board, Mashriq and Mahjar: Journal of Middle Eastern Migration Studies, 

August 2017- present 
Editorial Board, Journal of American Jewish History, August 2018- present 
National Jewish Book Council Award Committee for Sephardic Culture Panel, 2016-

2017, 2019-2020 
Association for Jewish Studies Dissertation Completion Fellowship Judge, 2019-2020; 

Coordinating Judge, 2020-2021 
Ottoman and Turkish Studies Association Vangelis Kechriotis Memorial Travel Grant 

Judge, 2020 
Manuscript reviewer, American Jewish History, Brill Series on Jewish Latin America, 

British Journal of Middle East Studies, Frontiers: A Journal of Women Studies, 
International Journal of Middle East Studies, Jewish Social Studies, Jewish 
Quarterly Review, Latin American Jewish Studies, Littman Library of Jewish 
Civilization, Mashriq and Mahjar: Journal of Middle Eastern Migration Studies, 
Nationalities Papers 

Book reviews:  
Sarah Abrevaya Stein, Family Papers: A Sephardic Journey Through the 

Twentieth Century. PaRDeS: Zeitschrift der Vereinigung für Jüdische 
Studien (2020): 152-154. 

Monda Halpern, Alice in Shandehland: Scandal and Scorn in the Edelson/Horwitz 
Murder Case. Canadian Jewish Studies/ Études juives canadiennes 25 
(2017): 201-203. 



Devi Mays  Curriculum Vitae Nov 1 2020 
 

 11 

Alicia Meyuhas Ginio, Between Sepharad and Jerusalem: History, Identity and 
Memory of the Sephardim. International Journal of Turkish Studies 23, no. 
1/2 (January 2017): 169-171. 

Olga Borovaya, Modern Ladino Culture: Press, Belles Lettres, and Theater in the 
Late Ottoman Empire. Journal of Modern Jewish Studies 12, no. 3 (Fall 
2013): 557-558. 

Adriana Brodsky and Raanan Rein, eds. The New Jewish Argentina: Facets of 
Jewish Experience in the Southern Cone. Latin American Jewish Studies 
31, no. 1 (Fall 2013): 56-57 

Michal Mahgerefteh, In My Bustan. Women in Judaism 8, no. 2 (Winter 2011) 
 
LANGUAGE EDUCATION: 
Harvard University- Koç Üniversitesi Ottoman Language Summer Program, Cunda 

Adası, Turkey, Summer 2009 
Universidad Internacional, Intensive Summer Program in Spanish, Cuernavaca, Mexico, 

Summer 2008 
Dilmer Dil Okulu, Intensive Turkish Program, Istanbul, Turkey, July 2006- March 2007 
Boğaziçi Üniversitesi, Turkish Language and Culture Program, Istanbul, Turkey, 

Summer 2005 
University of California-Berkeley, Intensive Summer Program in Modern Hebrew, 

Berkeley, CA, Summer 2004 
 
LANGUAGES: 
English (native), Spanish (advanced reading, writing, speaking), Turkish (advanced 
reading, writing, speaking), Modern Hebrew (upper intermediate reading, writing, 
speaking), Ladino (advanced reading), French (advanced reading), Ottoman (intermediate 
reading), Italian (intermediate reading), Portuguese (intermediate reading), Classical 
Arabic (basic reading), German (basic reading) 


