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History of Pandemics and Social Change in Southeast Asia

This resource packet includes a selection of secondary and primary sources on the history of
pandemics and social change in Southeast Asia. These resources were presented by University

of Michigan Center for Southeast Asian Studies (CSEAS) as part of the 2020 World History &
Literature Initiative: Pandemics & Power in World History and Literature.

Secondary Sources:

Andrew Latham, “How 3 Prior Pandemics Triggered Massive Societal Shifts”. The
Conversation. October 1, 2020.
https://theconversation.com/how-3-prior-pandemics-triggered-massive-societal-shifts-14
6467.

Examining the Pandemic’s Disproportionate Impact on Black Americans. UM School of
Public Health Population Health Podcast. Michigan Online. Podcast Audio. June 12,
2020.
https://online.umich.edu/collections/covid-19/short/disproportionate-impact-on-black-ame
rican

Detroit Survey Shows Impact of COVID-19. Michigan Online. April 27, 2020.
https://online.umich.edu/collections/covid-19/short/detroit-survey-covid19/?playlist=race-
class-equality.

“The Art History of Pandemics”. How to Talk About Art History Blog. July 22, 2020.
Accessed March 9, 2021.
http://www.howtotalkaboutarthistory.com/art-history-101/the-art-history-of-pandemics/.

Primary Sources:

Detroit Health Department. COVID-19 Dashboard.

https://codtableau.detroitmi.gov/t/DHD/views/CityofDetroit-PublicCOVIDDashboard/ZIPC
odeCaseDashboard.
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Bruegel The Elder, Peter. The Triumph of Death. Oil on Panel. 1562-1563. Museo Del Prado
(Madrid). https://www.museodelprado.es/en/the-collection/art-work/the-triumph-of-death/.
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Yoshitoshi, Tsukoika. Untitled. Woodblock Print. 1889-1892. In Yoshitoshi, Tuskoika, Shinkei
Sanjurokuten (1889-1892).
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Drawing of the 1918 Influenza. Credit: Wellcome Collection. Attribution 4.0 International (CC BY
4.0).
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HISTORY OF PANDEMICS

PAN-DEM:-IC (of a disease) prevalent over
a whole country or the world.

Death toll

Antonine Plague 165-180 5M .
Plague of Justinian 541-542 30-50M .

Japanese Smallpox Epidemic 725-737 1M — @

Black Death (Bubonic Plague) 200M
1347-1351

Throughout the 17th and 18th j2co

THROUGHOUT HISTORY, as humans
spread across the world, infectious
diseases have been a constant
companion. Even in this modern
era, outbreaks are nearly constant.

Here are some of history's most
deadly pandemics, from the
Antonine Plague to

Movel Coronavirus (COVID-19).
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2019-MAR 17 2020 [ON-GOING]

2025
3

https://www.vis
ualcapitalist.com
/history-of-
pandemics-
deadliest/



\}X, - ‘)\\\ SRS N Tt RS
TR CIRRIPIIRA
A<

IR

S

@

; ),
\ \«/. Q“\«(“ S

L

https://www.britannica.com/event/Battle-of-Tenochtitlan



“As the Indians did not know the
remedy of the disease, they died In
heaps, like bedbugs. In many
places it happened that everyone in
a house died, and as it was
impossible to bury the great
number of dead, they pulled down
the houses over them, so that their
homes became their tombs.”

https://www.pbs.org/newshour/science/how-smallpox-devastated-the-
aztecs-and-helped-spain-conquer-an-american-civilization-500-years-ago



Consequences of Conquest of Aztecs

* Mass collapse of indigenous populations
* |[nitiated wave of conquests
 Established Spain as a major world power

 Cultural genocide of Mesoamerica



» Caused by vibrio cholera bacterium

C h O I e ra — tWO » Exposure by contaminated water (feces)
centuries of
pandemics

» Violent vomiting and diarrhea causes massive dehydration and organ failure

» Easy to spread, easy to prevent

https://wellcomecollection.org/works/vt5g3jxf



Cholera — primarily a “political disease”

First Pandemic

Dr Dominique Legros
http://www.emro.who.int/pandemic-epidemic-
diseases/news/saying-we-can-end-cholera-is-not-silly-at-all.html



. PUBLIC HEALTH
| ACT, 184S, |

(11 & 12 Viet. ¢. 63.)
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http://www.branchcollective.org/?ps_articles=pame
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https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/educat
ion/victorianbritain/healthy/source6.htm



Isolates in USA from 1973
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https://www.sciencemag.org/news/2016/11/how-today-s-cholera-pandemic-was-born
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A woman in Haiti collects water in a bucket during the 2010 cholera outbreak. KENA BETANCUR/REUTERS/NEWSCOM

https://www.sciencemag.org/news/2016/11/how-today-s-cholera-pandemic-was-born




Cholera to COVID19 — Global divide

* Avalilability of PPE for health and essential workers

* Outsourcing of COVID vaccine trials to low income
countries (India, Pakistan)

* Low income countries/stateless populations ignored



COVID as a vehicle for social
change?




By Richard A. Oppel Jr., Robert Gebeloff, K.K. Rebecca Lai, Will Wright and Mitch Smith July 5, 2020
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Coronavirus cases per 10,000 people
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Black Healthcare workers at Brooklyn’s Kings County Hospital show their solidarity with the Black Lives
Latino Matter movement during the coronavirus pandemic, New York, June 4, 2020. © 2020 AP

Photo/Mark Lennihan




Thailand protests: Thousands rally
for third straight day despite

L m U'T e government ban

A pro-democracy protester displays a sign during a demonstration Thursday in the central business district of Bangkok.

Gemunu Amarasinghe/AP

Pro-democracy protesters flash a three-finger salute, inspired by the Hunger Games films



mE CORONAVIRUS SUBSCRIBE
0 PANDEMIC

Politics

Philippine police investigate 23 for coronavirus
‘fake news’, cyber libel

* The revelation comes amid a diplomatic row between Manila and Taipei over a Filipino
domestic helper accused of ‘cyber libel for criticising President Duterte over his
handling of the virus

- A group of academics want a section punishing fake news about the virus to be
removed from the emergency bill signed by Duterte in March

9 Raissa Robles



CI' l Search CNN Philippines ,O f v (> ]
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FRONT PAGE NEWS

Jail time, up to #1-M fine await peddlers of fake COVID-19
NEWS

By Xave Gregorio, CNN Philippines u E 141
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Geographic distribution of 14-day cumulative number of reported COVID-19
cases per 100 000 population, worldwide, as of 3 December 2020

Bsc e

14-day COVID-19 case notification rate per 100 000, as of 03 of December, 2020

[ | <200[ ] 200-50.9 [ 60.0-119.0 [ 120.0-230.9 [ 240.0-479.9 [ 480.0-950.0 I =960.0 |1 No new cases reported

“ No cases reported by WHO and no cases identified in the public domain

https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/geographical-distribution-2019-ncov-cases
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