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PREFACE 

In 1994 the University of Michigan's Center for Middle 
Eastern and North African Studies, with ACCESS (Arab 
Community Center for Economic and Social Services) in 
Dearborn, presented a series of workshops for teachers 
entitled ItThe Arab World and the West: A History of 
Intellectual Relationships," funded by the National 
Endowment for the Humanities Masterworks program. 

The series of ten workshops explored the many cultural 
connections which have existed historically between the 
Middle East and the West. Designed for secondary teachers 
of "Western Civilizationtt classes who are being challenged 
to teach "World Historyrtt the course explored master texts 
from the Arab world which have influenced thought and 
science in the West. We traced the cultural influences from 
east to west (when Arabic translations of Greek thinkers, 
such as Aristotle, and Arab philosophy, science and 
literature helped to fuel the European Renaissance) and back 
again from west to east (when ideas from the colonizing West 
triggered an Arab Renaissance, nationalism and later 
reactions against the West). 

As courses move from ItWestern Civilization" to a fuller 
understanding of world culture interrelationships, we find 
that some subjects previously have been examined primarily 
from just the western point of view (for example, the period 
of the Crusades and colonialism). It is useful to 
incorporate contemporary Arab accounts of the Crusades with 
the usually Western accounts. It is also helpful to use 
indigenous Arab accounts of the colonial period for a deeper 
understanding of the interactions between cultures. 

Because of the pressure to cover a great deal of history in 
a short time, in world history classes in the U.S. there 
often has been little attention given to the Arab World, or 
indeed, the whole Middle East. Sumer, Babylon and Pharaonic 
Egypt are described in some detail, but frequently there is 
no mention made of the Middle Eastern lands or peoples after 
Alexander until the land serves as a backdrop for Western 
colonialism, or as a theater of conflict for world wars I 
and 11. American youth do not have the chance to learn 
about the great civilizations qf the Early Arab Empires, and 
the cultural diffusion into Andalusian Spain, and from their 
to the rest of Europe and after 1492 to the New World. 



The project staff included Professor Ron Stockton, 
University of Michigan-Dearborn, Social Studies Department, 
project director; Jim McConnell, a teacher in the Dearborn 
Public Schools, Sally Howell, Cultural Arts Director of 
ACCESS, and Elizabeth Barlow, Outreach coordinator at the 
Center for Middle Eastern and North African Studies, 
University of Michigan--Ann Arbor. We enjoyed meeting with 
the 14 secondary-level teachers, and discussing with them 
the context in which these books appeared, their meaning, 
and how they might be presented in the classroom to enhance 
the understanding of our students. 

Several of the teacher-participants prepared activities for 
their students. Four teachers presented a fair at their 
school, in which they used some of the material they had 
learned. Others prepared written units. We include in this 
book six of the units that we prepared in connection with 
the program, in the hope that they may be of use to other 
teachers. 
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A Historical and Literary Unit 
"Ali Cogia-Merchant of Baghdad" 

From 
The Arabian Nights 



TION ALE 

This language arts/history unit was developed for my limited English Proficient 
students who are in the intermediate level of language proficiency. Thus, this unit uses a 
familiar and easy story from T h e ~ r a b i a n  (the 1001 Nights), in which students are 
able to a f f i i  their cultural heritage and pride and, in which students paraphrase and 
summarize the story in order to encourage development. In addition, this unit "Ali Cogia 
Merchant of Baghdad allows the students to research Harun Al-Rashid, fifth Caliph of 
the Abbasid Dynasty, as well as the history of Iraq. The historical aspect can be studied 
hand in hand with the literary part as the students research an historical f i p  and a 
geographical location. Iraq as well as to draw a map of the lands incorporated within the 
Abbasid Dynasty. In addition the students must trace the route of Ali Cogia on the map 
and answer specific questions pertaining to his destinations. Thus, this unit becomes much 
more "hands-on" and not so abstract and has more meaning to the student. 

Postscript The student will successfully completc this unit by reading about and 
researching the Abbasid Dynasty. 



Ouestions; As an introductory activity, I like to challenge the students 
to achieve higher-level thinking patterns which involve the use of abstractions, 
generalizations, and open-ended questions relevant to the particular themes found within 
the piece of literature. Thus, before starting this unit, which is structured around a story 
h m  The, I put these questions to the students and ask them to think 
carefully and to respond in writing. 

1. What qualities do you look for in a friend? List three characteristics in order of 
importance. 

2. If you had a million dollars in your pocket, what 5 places/countries in the world 
would you love to visit? Why? 

3. What things within the Arabic culture make you proud or would make you 
proud to be an Arab? 

4. What contributions to society/civilization do you think Arabs have made in the 
last one thousand years or so? 

5. If you were a powerful person such as the leader of a country, how would you 
punish someone who had done wrong? What would be a fair or just kind of 
retribution? 



1. Find the meanings of the following words. Include the definition, part of 
speech, and the page number on which you found the word. 

-troubled -reserving -oath -bemy 
-modest -merchant caravan -verdict 
-profits -custody -Commander of the Faithful caliph 
-atone -merchandise -eunuch conscience 
-pilgrimage -presentiment -grand vizier -tenant 

2. Use the above words in sentences of your own. 

3. What does a Muslim do during the Pilgrjmage? List the duties in order of 
performance and what each means. 

4. What countries did the merchant travel through to get to Mecca, the Holy City? 
What is the Capital of Saudi Arabia? Who was the father and the grandfather of 
the present leader of Saudi Arabia? What are the first and last names of the 
current Saudi Arabian leader? 

5. What countries did he travel through to get to Egypt? ( List them) Would he 
travel by land or by sea? Why? 

6. What is the capital of Egypt? Look up information relating to the history, 
population size, prominent religions, climate and economy of Egypt 

7. Where is Damascus located? Name the President of that country. Also, what 
is the historical background of the country. What is it's area in square miles? In 
square kilometers? List 5 important facts about, or attractions found in this 
country. 

8. What other countries did the merchant visit? Name each country and it's 
capital. Tell why he visited each of these countries. 

9. How long was he away from Baghdad? 

10. What was in the vase? Was it a good idea to keep it thus hidden? Why or why 
not? Should he have trusted his friends with the truth? Should he have trusted 
them at all? 

11. What would you consider of most value to yourself? (REALLY THINK 
ABOUT THIS!! !) Where would you put this most valuable of gifts? Why? 

12. In Islamic Law, how many witnesses must be present to prove a case? What 
is the punishment for stealing? 



13. Who was the Caliph? What was his Job? What is another title for him? How 
does he get power? Do people vote for him or is his power handed down from 
genedon to generation. 

14. Who were the Caliph's helpers in the story? What did the helpers do? 

15. What is/was a "eunuch"? What was his job? Where did they get eunuchs 
from? Why? 

16. Now that you know what a eunuch is, you are probably shrugging and 
thinking "Oh well." But if Islam says that all people are the m, then how was 
this practice of taking eunuchs dismissed? How could these Muslims have had 
them? 

17. What is a "Cadi" (sometimes spelled "Qadi")? What a~ his/her duties? 

18. What words in the story are derived from the Arabic language? List five. Do 
they have similar or diffexent meanings in English? 

19. What was the game that the children were playing? Do you think it was clever 
or not? What did the adults learn from the children? 

20. How did they prove the other man was guilty? 

21. What advice had the accused man's wife given him about the vase? Did he 
follow her advice? What reasons did she give for not taking or opening the vase? 
Do you agree with her or not? 

22. On the map provided, trace the route which Ali Cogia took in his travels. 
Number each place he went to in order. Then put a star in for the c- 
wch capital and country. 



Directions: 
1. Trace the route of Ali Cogia with arrows and numbers (1) and (2) and (3) etc. 
for each country Ali visited 

2. Identify the areas - all of them he visited with CAPITAL and COUNTRY 
NAME. 

3. Identify all other regions of the Middle East 

4. Color the areas which belonged to the Abbasid Dynasty in one color. 

5. Find the latitude and longitude of Baghdad. 

6. Identify the bodies of water and color them blue. 

7. Make a map key with important information 



Directions: Unscramble the following vocabulary words by writing them neatly in the 
spaces provided next to each word. 

1. ttnea 11. taoh 

2. eiahplc 12. dlbrueot 

5. noeeicccsn 15. dchmsieearn 

6. tosemd 16. tysuodc 

7. uuhecn 17. nteoa 

10. tdrviec 20. ytbrea 

In the following squares and circles, put the above vocabulary wmds with other similar or 
related words. For example: 

Verdict Punishment 
Death 

Jail Stealing 

Action 

People 



Concluding R e ~ o a :  - As a culminating project, the students will demonstrate their 
understanding and overall mastery of the subject-matter at hand by preparing reports 
of one page each on these topics: ( 1 )  Harun al-Rashid; (2) Mesopotamia or Iraq. 
Students were provided with specific questions on these topics and given 3-4 days of 
library class time in order to mearch the above-mentioned topics. 

1. Who was he? 
2. What was he famous for? 
3. When did he live? Where? 
4. What groupldynasty was he from? 
5. Who was his father, mother, and brother? 
6. In what ways did he help the Arabs.? 
7. Why is he the Caliph mentioned in THE ARABIAN NIGHTS. 
8. What information did you learn about the Abbasid dynasty? 
9. What was his other title? 
10. How was he portrayed in the story of "Ali Cogia, Merchant of Baghdad"? Was he 
smart, clever, or dull and slow? Why was he written about in this way? 

Mesopotamia or k ~ :  

1. What was its capital? 
2. What was it h o w n  for historically? 
3. What werelare its natural resources? 
4. Why did the Arabs settle there? 
5. What contributions did the Arabs make to civilization? 
6. What is the legacy of those Arabs of Mesopotamia for us today? 
7. What was their economy based upon (trading, importing and exporting etc.) 
8. What religions existed there? Why was this important? 
9. Where is it located? Why was this important? 
10. What languages arelwere spoken the=? How would travel from country to country 
be different in the time of Ali Cogia as opposed to today? (Think of the method of travel 
as well as govenrmental laws or rules and expectations.) 
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Ali Cogia, 
Merchant of 
Bagdad 

I N the reign of Haroun-al-Raschid, there lived in Bagdad 
a merchant named Ali Cogia, who, having neither wife 

nor child, contented himself with the modest profits pro- 
duced by his trade. H e  had spent some years quite happily 
in the house his father had left him, when three nights run- 
ning he dreamed that an old man had appeared to him, and 
reproached him for having neglected the duty of a good 

Musl im in delaying so long his pilgrimage to Mecca. 
Ali Cogia was much troubled by this dream, as he was un- 

willing to give up his shop, and lose all his customers. He. 
had shut his eyes for some time to the necessity of perform- 
ing this pilgrimage, and tried to atone to his conscience by 
an extra number of good works, but the dream seemed to him 
a direct warning, and he resolved to put the journey off no 
longer. 

The first thing he did was to sell his furniture and the 
wares he had in his shop, only reserving to himself such 
goods as he might trade with on the road. The shop itself he 
sold also, and easily found a tenant for his private house. 
The only matter he could not settle satisfactorily was the 
safe custody of a thousand pieces of gold which he wished 
to leave behind him. 

After some thought, Ali Cogia hit upon a plan which 
seemed a safe one. He took a large vase, and placing the 
money in the bottom of it, filled up the rest with olives. 
After corking the vase tightlv down, he carried it to one of 
his friends, a merchant like himself, and said to him: 

pilgrimage: Every follower of 
Mohammed expects to one day 
visit the sacred city of Mecca. 
which is Mohammed's birthplace. 
It is this city which Husl ims 
face five times each day as they 
pray. One who has made the pil- 
grimage is rewarded with the 
honored title. hadji. 



Arabian Nights 

OLIVES are a favorite food with all 
the peoples who live around the 
Mediterranean Sea. Olive oil is 
used tor food, as an ointment, and 
wen as fuel. The olive fruit must be 
pickled betore it can be eaten. 

The Pyramids of Ghizeh. Egypt. 

'My brother, you have probably heard that I am starting 
with a caravan in a few days for Mecca. I have come to ask 
whether you would do me the favour to keep this vase of 
olives for me till I come back? 

The merchant replied readily, 'Look, this is the key of my 
shop: take it, and put the vase wherever you like. I prom- 
ise that you shall find it in the same place on your return.' 

A few days later, Ali Cogia mounted the camel that he had 
laden with merchandise, joined the caravan, and arrived in 
due time at Mecca. Like the other pilgrims he visited the 
sacred Mosque, and after all his religious duties were per- 
formed, he set out his goods to the best advantage, hoping to 
gain some customers among the passers-by. 

Very soon two merchants stopped before the pile, and 
when they had turned it over, one said to the other: 

'If this man was wise he would take these things to Cairo, 
where he would get a much better price than he is likely to 
do here.' 

Ali Cogia heard the words, and lost no time in following 
the advice. He packed up his wares, and instead of retum- 
ing to Bagdad, joined a caravan that was going to Cairo. 
The results of the journey gladdened his heart. He sold off 
everything almost directly, and bought a stock of Egyptian 
curiosities, which he intended selling at Damascus; but as 
the caravan with which he would have to travel would not be 
starting for another six weeks, he took advantage of the 
delay to visit the Pyramids, and some of the cities along the 
banks of the Nile. 

Now the attractions of Damascus so fascinated the worthy 
Ali, that he could hardly tear himself away, but at length he 
remembered that he had a home in Bagdad, meaning to re- 
turn by way of Aleppo, and after he had crossed the Euphra- 
tes, to follow the course of the Tigris. 

But when he reached Mossoul, Ali had made such friends 
with some Persian merchants, that they persuaded him to 
accompany them to their native land, and even as far as In- 
dia, and so it came to pass that seven years had slipped by 
since he had left Bagdad, and during all that time the 
friend with whom he had left the vase of olives had never 
once thought of him or of it. In fact, it was only a month 
before Ali Cogia's actual return that the affair cake into his 



head at all, owing to his wife's remarking one day, that it 
was a long time since she had eaten any olives, and would 
like some. 

'That reminds me,' said the husband, 'that before Ali 
Cogia went to Mecca seven years ago, he left a vase of 
olives in my care. But really by this time he must be dead, 
and there is no reason we should not eat the olives if we 
like. Give me a light, and I will fetch them and see how they 
taste.' 

'My husband,' answered the wife, 'beware, I pray, of your 
doing anything so base! Supposing seven years have passed 
without news of Ali Cogia, he need not be dead for all that, 
and may come back any day. How shameful it would be to 
have to confess that you had betrayed your trust and broken 
the seal of the vase! Pay no attention to my idle words, I 
really have no desire for olives now. And probably after all 
this while they are no longer good. I have a presentiment 
that Ali Cogia will return, and what will he think of you? 
Give it up, I entreat.' 

The merchant, however, refused to listen to her advice, 
sensible though it was. He took a light and a dish and went 
into his shop. 

'If you will be so obstinate,' said his wife, 'I cannot help 
it; but do not blame me if it turns out ill.' 

When the merchant opened the vase he found the topmost 
olives were rotten, and in order to see if the under ones 
were in better condition he shook some out into the dish. 
As they fell out a few of the gold pieces fell out too. 

The sight of the money roused all the merchant's greed. 
He looked into the vase, and saw that all the bottom was 
filled with gold. He then replaced the olives and returned 
to his wife. 

'My wife,' he said, as he entered the room, 'you were quite 
right; the olives are rotten, and I have recorked the vase 
so well that Ali Cogia will never know it has been touched.' 

'You would have done better to believe me,' replied the 
wife. 'I trust that no harm will come of it.' 

These words made no more impression on the merchant 
than the others had done; and he spent the whole night in 
wondering how he could manage to keep the gold if Ali 
Cogia should come back and claim his vase. Very early next 

Ali Cogia, 
Merchant of Bagdad 

presentiment: A feeling that 
something will happen. a 
forewarning. 

Attaba of copper with disks of 
white and blue enamel. This beauti- 
ful vase was used to hold water 
much as the stoneware pitcher was 
used in our country. 



Arabian Nights morning he went out and bought fresh new olives; he then 
threw away the old ones, took out the gold and hid it, and 
filled up the vase with the olives he had bought. This done 
he recorked the vase and put it in the same place where it 
had been left by Ali Cogia. 

A month later Ali Cogia re-entered Bagdad, and as his 
house was still let he went to an inn; and the following day 
set out to see his friend the merchant, who received him 
with open arms and many expressions of surprise. After a 
few moments given to inquiries Ali Cogia begged the mer- 
chant to hand him over the vase that he had taken care of for 
so long. 

'Oh certainly,' said he, 'I am only glad I could be of use to 
you in the matter. Here is the key of my shop; you will find 
the vase in the place where you put it.' 

Ali Cogia fetched his vase and carried it to his room at the 
I 

inn, where he opened it. He thrust down his hand but could 
feel no money, but still was persuaded it must be there. So 
he got some plates and vessels from his travelling kit and 
emptied out the olives. To no purpose. The gold was not , 

there. The poor man was dumb with horror, then, lifting up 
his hands, he exclaimed, 'Can my old friend really have 
committed such a crime? ' 

In great haste he went back to the house of the merchant 
'My friend,' he cried, 'you will be astonished to see me 
again, but 1 can find nowhere in this vase a thousand pieces 
of gold that I placed in the bottom under the olives. Per- 
haps you may have taken a loan of them for your business 
purposes; if that is so you are most welcome. I will only ask 
you to give me a receipt, and you can pay the money at your 
leisure.' 

The merchant, who had expected something of the sort, 
had his reply all ready. 'Ali Cogia,' he said, 'when you 
brought me the vase of olives did 1 ever touch it? I gave you 
the key of my shop and you put it yourself where you liked, 
and did you not find it in exactly the same spot and in the 
same state? If you placed any gold in it, it must be there 
still. I know nothing about that; vou only told me there were 
olives. You can believe me or nbt, but I have not laid a fin- 
ger on the vase.' 

Ali Cogia still tried everv means to persuade the merchant 



to admit the truth. 'I love peace,' he said, 'and shall deeply Ali Cogia, 
regret having to resort to harsh measures. Once more, think Merchant of Bagdad 
of vour reputation. I shall be in despair if you oblige me to 
cad in the aid of the law.' 

'Ah Cogia,' answered the merchant, 'you allow that it was 
a vase of olives you placed in my charge. You fetched it and 
removed it yourself, and now you tell me it contained a 
thousand pieces of gold, and that I must restore them to 
you! Did you ever say anything about them before? Why, I 
did not even know that the vase had olives in it! You never 
showed them to me. I wonder you have not demanded pearls 
or diamonds. Retire, I pray you, lest a crowd should gather 
in front of my shop.' 

By this time not only the casual passers-by, but also the 
neighbouring merchants, were standing round, listening to 
the dispute, and trying every now and then to smooth 
matters between them. But at the merchant's last words Ali 
Cogia resolved to lay the cause of the quarrel before them, 
and told them the whole story. They heard him to the end, 
and inquired of the merchant what he had to say. 

The accused man admitted that he had kept Ali Cogia's 
vase in his shop; but he denied having touched it, and swore 
that as to what it contained he only knew what Ali Cogia had 
told him, and called them all to witness the insult that had 
been put upon him. 

'You have brought it on yourself,' said Ali Cogia, taking 
him by the arm, 'and as you appeal to the law, the law you 
shall have! Let us see if you will dare to repeat your story 
before the Cadi.' cadi: A Moslem judge. 

Now as a good Musl i m  the merchant was forbidden to 
refuse this choice of a judge, so he accepted the test, and 
said to Ali Cogia, 'Very well; I should like nothing better. 
We shall soon see which of us is in the right.' 

So the two men presented themselves before the Cadi, 
and Ali Cogia again repeated his tale. The Cadi asked what 
witnesses he had. Ali Cogia replied that he had not taken 
this precaution, as he had considered the man his friend, and 
up to that time had always found him honest. 

The merchant, on his side, stuck to his story, and offered 
to swear soleinnlv that not only had he never stole11 the 
thousand gold pi;ces, but that he did not even know they 



Arabian Nights were there. The Cadi allowed him to take the oath, and pro- 
nounced him innocent. 

Ali Cogia, furious at having to suffer such a loss, protested 
against the verdict, declaring that he would appeal to the 
Caliph, Haroun-al-Raschid, himself. But the Cadi paid no 
attention to his threats, and was quite satisfied that he had 
done what was right. 

Judgment being given the merchant returned home trium- 
phant, and Ali Cogia went back to his inn to draw up a peti- 
tion to the Caliph. The next morning he placed himself on 
the road along which the Caliph must pass after mid-day 
prayer, and stretched out his petition to the officer who , 

walked before the Caliph, whose duty it was to collect such 
things, and on entering the palace to hand them to his mas- 
ter. There Haroun-al-Raschid studied them carefully. 

Knowing this custom, Ali Cogia followed the Caliph into 
the public hall of the palace, and waited the result. After 
some time the officer appeared, and told him that the Caliph 
had read his petition, and had appointed an hour the next 
morning to give him audience. He then inquired the mer- 
chant's address, so that he might be summoned to attend 
also. 

That very evening, the Caliph, with his grand-vizir Gia- 
far, and Mesrour, chief of the eunuchs, all three disguised, 
as was their habit, went out to take a stroll through the 
town. 

Going down one street, the Caliph's attention was at- 
tracted by a noise, and looking through a door which opened 
into a court he perceived ten or twelve children, playing in 
the moonlight. He hid himself in a dark comer, and watched 
them. 

'Let us play at being the Cadi,' said the brightest and 
quickest of them all; 'I will be the Cadi. Bring before me 
Ali Cogia, and the merchant who robbed him of the thousand 
pieces of gold.' 

The boy's words recalled to the Caliph the petition he had 
read that morning, and he waited with interest to see what 
the children would do. 

The proposal was hailed with joy by the other children, 
who had heard a great deal of talk about the matter, and they 
quicklv settled the part each one was to plav. The Cadi took 



his seat gravely, and an officer introduced first Ali Cogia, Ali Cogia, 
the plaintiff, and then the merchant who was the defendant. Merchant of Bagdad 

Ali Cogia made a low bow, and pleaded his cause point by 
point; concluding bv imploring the Cadi not to inflict on 
him such a heavy loss. 

The Cadi having heard his case, turned to the merchant, 
and inquired why he had not repaid Ali Cogia the sum in 
question. 

The false merchant repeated the reasons that the real mer- 
chant had given to the Cadi of Bagdad, and also offered to 
swear that he had told the truth. 

'Stop a moment!' said the little Cadi, 'before we come to 
oaths, I should like to examine the vase with the olives. 
Ali Cogia,' he added, 'have you got the vase with you? and 
finding he had not, the Cadi continued, 'Go and get it, and 
bring it to me.' 

So Ali Cogia disappeared for an instant, and then pre- 
tended to lay a vase at the feet of the Cadi, declaring it was 
his vase, which he had given to the accused for safe custody; 
and in order to be quite correct, the Cadi asked the mer- 
chant if he recognised it as the same vase. By his silence the 
merchant admitted the fact, and the Cadi then commanded 
to have the vase opened. Ali Cogia made a movement as if he 
was taking off the lid, and the little Cadi on his part made a 
pretence of peering into a vase. 

'What beautiful olives!' he said, 'I should like to taste one,' 
and pretending to put one in his mouth, he added, 'they are 
really excellent! 

'But,' he went on, 'it seems to me odd that olives seven 
years old should be as good as that! Send for some dealers 
in olives, and let us hear what they say!' 

Two children were presented to him as olive merchants, 
and the Cadi addressed them. 'Tell me,' he said, 'how long 
can olives be kept so as to be pleasant eating? 

'My lord,' replied the merchants, 'however much care is 
take; to preserve them, they never last beyond the third 
year. Thev lose both taste and colour, and are only fit to be 
thrown away.' 

'If that is SO,' answered the little Cadi, 'examine this vase, 
and tell me how long the olives have been in it.' 

The olive merchants pretended to examine the olives and 



Arabian Nights taste them; then reported to the Cadi that they were fresh 
and good. 

'You are mistaken,' said he, 'Ali Cogia declares he put 
them in that vase seven years ago.' 

'My lord,' returned the olive merchants, 'we can assure 
you that the olives are those of the present year. And if you 
consult all the merchants in Bagdad you will not find one to 
give a contrary opinion.' 

The accused merchant opened his mouth as if to protest, 
but the Cadi gave him no time. 'Be silent,' he said, 'you 
are a thief. Take him away and hang him.' So the game 
ended, the children clapping their hands in applause, and 
leading the criminal away to be hanged. 

Haroun-al-Raschid was lost in astonishment at the wisdom 
of the child, who had given so wise a verdict on the case 
which he himself was to hear on the morrow. 'Is there any 
other verdict possible?' he asked the grand-vizir, who was 
as much impressed as himself. 'I can imagine no better 
judgment.' 

'If the circumstances are really such as we have heard,' 
replied the grand-vizir, 'it seems to me your Highness could 
only follow the example of this boy, in the method of reason- 
ing, and also in your conclusions.' 

'Then take careful note of this house,' said the Caliph, 'and 
bring me the boy to-morrow, so that the affair may be tried 
by him in my presence. Summon also the Cadi, to learn his 
duty from the mouth of a child. Bid Ali Cogia bring his vase 
of olives, and see that two dealers in olives are present.' 
So saving the Caliph returned to the palace. 

~ h ;  next morning early, the grand-vizir went back to the 
house where they had seen the children playing, and asked 
for the mistress and her children. Three boys appeared, and 
the grand-vizir inquired which had represented the Cadi in 
their game of the previous evening. The eldest and tallest, 
changing colour, confessed that it was he, and to his moth- 
er's great alarm, the grand-vizir said that he had strict orders 
to bring him into the presence of the Caliph. 

'Does he want to take my son from me?' cried the poor 
woman; but the grand-vizir hastened to calm her, by assur- 
ing her that she should have the boy again in an hour, and 
she would be quite satisfied when she knew the reason of 



the summons. So she dressed the boy in his best clothes, and 
the two left the house. 

When the grand-vizir presented the child to the Caliph, he 
was a little awed and confused, and the Caliph proceeded to 
explain why he had sent for him. 'Approach, my son,' he 
said kindly. 'I think it was you who judged the case of Ali 
Cogia and the merchant last night? I overheard you by 
chance, and was very pleased with the way you conducted 
it. To-day you will see the real Ali Cogia and the real mer- 
chant. Seat yourself at once next to me.' 

The Caliph being seated on his throne with the boy next 
him, the parties to the suit were ushered in. One by one 
they prostrated themselves, and touched the carpet at the 
foot of the throne with their foreheads. When they rose up, 
the Caliph said: 'Now speak. This child will give you justice, 
and if more should be wanted I will see to it myself.' 

Ali Cogia and the merchant pleaded one after the other, 
but when the merchant offered to swear the same oath that 
he had taken before the Cadi, he was stopped by the child, 
who said that before this was done he must first see the vase 
of olives. 

At these words, Ali Cogia presented the vase to the Caliph, 
and uncovered it. The Caliph took one of the olives, tasted 
it, and ordered the expert merchants to do the same. They 
pronounced the olives good, and fresh that year. The boy 
informed them that Ali Cogia declared it was seven years 
since he had placed them in the vase; to which they returned 
the same answer as the children had done. 

The accused merchant saw by this time that his condem- 
nation was certain, and tried to allege something in his 

' defense. The boy had too much sense to order him to be 
hanged, and looked at the Caliph, saying, 'Commander of 
the Faithful, this is not a game now; it is for your Highness 
to condemn him to death and not for me.' 

Then the Caliph, convinced that the man was a thief, bade 
them take him away and hang him, which was done, but not 
before he had confessed his guilt and the place in which he 
had hidden Ali Cogia's money. The Caliph ordered the Cadi 
to learn how to deal out justice from the mouth of a child, 
and sent the boy home, with a purse containing a hundred 
pieces of gold as a mark of his favour. 

Ali Cogia, 
Merchant of Bagdad 

Mosque of Mehemet Ali in Cairo. 

allege: He wanted to say some- 
thing in his defence. An ALLE- 
GATION is a statement that 
doesn't have any proof to back 
it up. a statement that may or 
may not be true. 




