
Contributions of Islamic Culture 
by: R. Newsted 

Objective: Students will be able to identify some of the major contributions of the Islamic 
cultural area to world civilization. 

Preview: 
Assess prior knowledge by asking the students what they know about Islam and or 

the Middle East. It might be helpful to write down some of their responses on the board. 
This generally occurs immediately following the previous lesson and the test (usually on 
Friday) over that material. This can take several different forms depending upon the 
extent of existing knowledge, current events, interest etc. Students can preview pictures 
and discuss them, and discuss current events as they relate to the Middle East. 
Geographical knowledge can be assessed by having students work on blank outline maps, 
with or without use of an atlas, or identifying Middle Eastern countries on the wall map. 

Procedure: Preview the chapter(s) the unit covers. The unit covers two chapter to be 
taught over a week or so on Islam and Islamic Civilization. 

Day One: (usually the Monday following) Ten vocabulary words are written on the board 
to be copied by students in their notebooks, defined, and used in a sentence. 
List 1 List 2 
arabesque alchemy 
caliph algebra 
c a ~ ~ i g r a ~ h ~  bazaar 
damask mystics 
harem optics 
minaret- patron 
mosque philosophy 
pilgrim receipt 
propaganda sultan 
prophet tariff 

Oral reading in the text which usually begins with an anecdote relating to a historical 
personage in the chapter. Homework is usually map work at first either the blank outline 
maps or the map lessons provided by the text. 

Day Two (and following): Usually I present (either written on the board or in a handout) 
anl overall chronology or notes. This is done over the length of the lesson Current 
mandates in my district include giving students three multiple choice questions per day 
based on a specific format and designed to improve their test taking skills. In order to say 
some class time these were duplicated for the students to copy in their notebooks (and as 
proof that the teacher was doing what was ordered) Each day began with a question and 
answer session-until the three were answered correctly. Note taking alternated with oral 
and silent reading, work on vocabulary etc. 



To help students develop a sense of chronology, I may give them names of some caliphs, 
and ask students to fill in the dates these caliphs ruled, and to give one piece of 
information about the caliph, or something that happened during his rule. For extra credit, 
or for more advanced classes, I ask them also to fd in a column showing what was 
happening elsewhere in the world at that time. 

Example: Chronology 
Cali~hs Name Dates Information about b ~ ~ e n i n e s  Elsewhm 

Ruler or his time 
Abu Bala (633-634) cousin and father in law 
Omar (634-644) cousin conquered Syria, Egypt, 

Iraq, Persia 
0thman (644-658) son-in-law Muslims expanded west into 

North Africa and into Iran 
Ali (656-661) cousin and son-in-law, wife Fatima 

Omayyad Dynasty (66 1-750) 
Muawiya (nephew of Othrnan) (661-680) moved to Damascus 
Yazid I (680-683) defeated and killed Ali's son Hussain at Kerbela (holy to Shiites) 
Abdul Malek (685-705) 
Waled I (705-7 15) 

Abbassid Dynasty (750- 1258) 
Abu 1' abbas (750-754) defeated Umayyad m y  750 
Al Mansur (754-775) dependent on Persian troops, established capital at Baghdad 
Harun al Rashid (781-809) established House of Wisdom 

One period is devoted to showing students illustrations of Islamic peoples (showing 
diversity of race, ethnicity, lifestyles etc.), places, and ax-iifacts. Resources include a 
National Geographic map of the Middle East (now several years old) with drawings of 
various peoples such as Bedouins, Coptic Christians, etc. put out several years ago. For a 
number of years I have been building extensive picture files from illustrations taken h m  
newspapers, magazines, guidebooks etc. that I have mounted on construction paper. I 
use these in several ways: as bulletin boards, illustrations of unfamiliar words or terms for 
example: arabesque, calligraphy, damascene that we come across in the text or 
discussions. I also use the pictures as quick preview, overview, review, and sometimes as 
a quiz device. 

Other ways to spark interest and tie material to their lives include readings from Tales 
m Arabian Nigh& Few students will have read it, but may have heard of some of the 

tales, such as Aladdin. Playing part of Shaharezade by Rimsky-Korsakov is also a way to 
set the mood. 

Homework: Questions including simple listings to those requiring comparison, analysis, 
and critical thinking. I alternate the questions the book supplies with my own. 


