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Description: Arguably, Stalin was the most powerful
man in the world at the time of his death. He controlled
not only the Soviet Union and much of Eastern Europe
but also had enormous influence over the near billion
people of China. He had turned the revolution of 1917
into an authoritarian dictatorship based on terror and
police infiltration, yet was admired by intellectuals and
activists around the world and adored by millions of

his own citizens. This course will explore the roots of
Stalinism, first through the biography of the dictator
himself, then through a study of the ideology and
practices of the Soviet system in the Stalinist years
(1928-1953). Special emphasis will be placed on the
Cold War and Stalin’s foreign policy, but other topics
will include the collectivization of the peasantry, the
Great Terror of 1936-1938, and the Soviet struggle
against Nazism in World War II.
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