
Welcome to the University of Michigan 
Museum of Natural History! 

 These guides are intended to focus student attention and start 
conversations about topics in natural history. 

Pre-visit tips

Please make copies of this guide for your students before 
coming to the museum.  This will ensure that the proper 
number of guides are available for your group.

Bring pencils and clip boards or notebooks to write on.

Please divide your students into groups of about 5 to 10 
students.

Provide the chaperones with a copy of the answer guide(s).

While Visiting

Encourage questions!  If you cannot find the answer, ask the 
student host.

Encourage touch!  Children learn best when as many senses 
as possible are engaged in the learning process.  Please look at, 
listen to, and even touch items that are not behind barriers.
 
Encourage discovery! Remind students that it is not a race 
but an adventure of discovery.

In the Classroom

The following questions and prompts are designed to promote 
in-classroom discussion and writing across the curriculum. 

1. Create a KWL chart with your students.  Have students list 
what animals they know live in Michigan and facts they know 
about them.  Then have students list what they want to know 
about Michigan animals.  After your visit, have your students list 
what they learned.

2. Identify the needs of wildlife for their habitat (food, water, 
shelter, space).  Have the students draw a picture of a selected 
Michigan animal in their habitat.  Then discuss these needs as a 
class.

Questions? 

Please visit our website at www.ummnh.org or call us at 
734.764.0480.

Discovery Guide
Michigan Wildlife

Grades K-2



Answer Guide
Michigan Wildlife

Grades K-2

1. Students should have matched the webbed, broad foot to the 
swan, the  large, taloned foot to the hawk, and the smaller, 
taloned foot to the owl.

2. Possible answers:

Same: Both beaks are sharp or come to a point.

Different: The Great Horned Owl’s beak is shorter and curved, 
while the Pileated Woodpecker’s beak is longer and more 
straight. 

3. Smell.  The skunk’s spray is stinky, so the predator uses its 
sense of smell to know that the skunk wants it to go away. 

Answers will vary, but should loosely resemble a wooded area 
with dry brush.

4. Steak picture (meat).  The gray wolf eats meat.  If students 
are confused as to why this choice is correct, direct their 
attention to the wolf’s teeth and claws.  The gray wolf also has 
large ears to help it hear its prey, and a keen sense of sight to 
help it see its prey.

5. Teeth and claws.  Another possible answer is fur, because it 
puffs up like a cat’s when threatened.

7. Tadpole, bluegill and snapping turtle.  All of these 
animals can be found in the Life in a Michigan Pond              
diorama.

8. Possible answers include: 
Feathers: There are a wide variety of ducks, swans, cranes, 
hawks, eagles, owls, gulls and songbirds on exhibit.

Shell: The animals on exhibit with shells include turtles and 
zebra mussels.  Common turtles include: map turtles, box 
turtles, and snapping turtles.

Fur: Animals with fur on the third floor include wolves, foxes, 
otter, squirrels, beavers, mice, and skunks.

Scales: Animals with scales include fish and reptiles.      
Common fish include: goldfish, bass, crappies and catfish.  
Reptiles include:  hognose and garter snakes, the northern 
brownsnake and the five-lined skink.

You can discuss with older students that in our museum, the 
animals on exhibit with feathers are birds, animals with shells 
and scales are reptiles and animals with fur are mammals. Fish 
would also be an acceptable answer of an animal with scales, 
but the scales are not a defining characteristic like reptiles.   
Amphibians, including frogs, toads, salamanders and newts, are 
inappropriate answers for animals with shells and scales because 
amphibians must use their skin to breathe.  


