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Welcome to the Spring 2023 Telling It Anthology! 

After a few years hiatus due to the impact of  the pandemic, we spent this 
past year having a wonderful time getting to know and engage with the 
9-11-year-olds. They attend the weekly sessions as part of  the Parkridge 
Community Center’s afterschool program.

Over the course of  this past year, the youth have had opportunities to 
identify their community networks, consider their personal values and 
practice de-stressing skills. They learned to cooperate, problem-solve and 
take responsibility. Most importantly, they had fun, played games, and 
learned some new arts-based skills.

The mission of  Telling It is to enhance social emotional learning and support 
the well-being of  young people using a blend of  expressive arts and social 
work methods. All of  this is made possible with funding from Washtenaw 
County Sheri� ’s O�ce, Jerry L. Clayton, Sheri�, and the support of  the 
sta� of  Parkridge Community Center, specifically Loviesa Brown, Mia 
Lanier-Durkins and Anthony Williamson.

We hope you enjoy this anthology. Each page reflects the imagination and 
character of  the youth. It was truly a pleasure to get to know them.

With all good wishes,

Deb Gordon-Gurfinkel, Founding Director
Morgain MacDonald, Team Leader





Quilt Of Me: Telling It youth made identity “quilts” out of 
colorful paper, writing, and drawings to represent di�erent 

aspects of themselves and their story.



DAMERION



Telling It youth had to sneak past the aliens of Parkridge Community Center, 
crash landing on Planet Playground where they encountered di�erent alien 

monsters. They then wrote about their adventures.



JASMYNE



How we experience 
emotions in our 
bodies.



JAYLA



Mutual 
appreciations 
of each other.



JEYLA



The Smile



KEIMONI 







Birthday
By La’najah
Inspired by a red phone and a bowling pin

I was calling my friends Jessica, Alyssa, Naomi, Margot and 
Rachel on my red phone to make a plan to go bowling so 
that we could have a fun time. It was for my birthday – I was 
turning 10 years old. On the way there, we sang a song:
Smokey sky, bird flying high
Funny home
Big winning, big bang, big wave
Arcade, get cake
Loving myself.



LA’NAJAH





NATALIE



Emotions - Lonely, Sad 
and Heart Broken
By Phoenix

I hate this feeling because
It is hard on the inside and out!
Sometimes you can feel it anywhere and
Any place
On your face, you can feel it.



PHOENIX



My Ideal Community Center



TAMIRAH 





ZAFER





ZION
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