
 
Highlights Fall 2015—Winter 2016  

The 10th Anniversary Celebration In Washington, DC 
 
Here is a recipe for an off-campus program. 
 
Combine a full load of academic courses with a minimum of four days a week at work in an office in 
the nation’s capital. Secure the support of the provost, deans, department chairs, faculty and staff on 
campus and Michigan alumni in Washington, DC. Recruit undergraduate students from all majors. 
Provide financial aid. Find faculty, staff and graduate student assistants to teach a required research 
seminar and electives, prepare the students for their time away from campus, and process the 
paperwork. Find a place for the students to live in Washington. Match students with local alumni 
mentors. Invite guest speakers. Go on field trips. Throw dinner parties. Rejoice with the students 
when they are happy, and encourage them when they are stressed out. Send them back to Ann 
Arbor after 100 days. Debrief them. Put a red, white and blue cord over their black gowns when 
they graduate. Keep in touch with them forever. 
 
Repeat. 
 
More precisely, repeat 20 times.  
 
That is what the Michigan in Washington Program is celebrating in its 10th Anniversary year. 
 
10th Anniversary, The First Day: Dinner for 150 at the National Press Club, Washington, DC  
Program Founder and Director Edie Goldenberg presided over a three-course dinner for 150 
current students, former students, Washington-area alumni supporters, faculty, staff, current and 
former graduate student assistants, and well-wishers Friday evening, October 23, 2015 at the 
National Press Club, one of the largest venues in town. LSA Dean Andrew Martin congratulated 
Prof. Goldenberg and guests in person, while UM President Mark Schlissel and Michigan 
Governor Rick Snyder wished the program well by video. 
 
Prof. Goldenberg thanked Michigan in Washington Alumni Board member Barbara Carney-Coston 
for leading the board subcommittee that planned and executed the anniversary events October 23—
24, which included: MIW Board member Martha (Marty) Bindeman; Elizabeth Williams, 
Southeast Regional Director of LSA Development, Marketing and Communications; Program 
Administrator Amber Blomquist; former MIW participants Blaire Edgerton and Katrina 
Campos; and, Program Manager Margaret Howard. 
 
The Honorable David Trott (R-MI 11th District), a former Michigan in Washington Advisory Board 
member, UM alumnus, and former student of Prof. Goldenberg’s, mixed encouraging words for 
students and former students with levity in his remarks after dinner, but he had a surprise up his 
sleeve.  “In honor of the Michigan in Washington Program’s tenth anniversary, I would like to 
present this check for $10,000 to Prof. Goldenberg.” The guests cheered and clapped 
enthusiastically. 
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There was no relaxing for the dinner guests after Rep. Trott’s remarks. They had to sing for their 
supper.  A quintet of MIW women and men sang a song composed especially for the evening, and in 
keeping with the academic mission of the University of Michigan, the guests had to learn the words 
and music to the refrain: 
 
Michigan in Washington.  
Internships and classes too.  
Michigan in Washington.  
We are ever Maize and Blue! 
 
Fall 2015 students Ryan Freeland, Joseph Jozlin, Kayla Garthus, Whitney Swart, and Program 
Manager Margaret Howard led the room in song. The guests sang the refrain, and the quintet sang 
the verses (found in Appendix 1 at the end of this document.) Margaret Howard wrote the words 
and music.1  
 
To close the anniversary dinner, Ryan Freeland intoned, “Hail! to the Victors Valiant,” and the rest 
of the room chimed in with gusto that is usually reserved for the Big House and not on display in 
the National Press Club in downtown Washington. 
 
10th Anniversary, The Second Day: Panels on Job Searches and a Scavenger Hunt 
Lessons learned about building a career: Persevere. Do small tasks well, so you will be entrusted with 
more important tasks. Do not be afraid of assignments that make you learn something. Write clearly 
and concisely. Keep in touch with faculty and staff, but most importantly, keep in touch with your 
peers. Tell everyone you are looking for a job. Don’t expect your career to go exactly according to 
plan. 
 
The second day of the 10th anniversary festivities, Saturday, October 24, 2015, focused on how to 1) 
find a job, and 2) pursue a career. Blaire Edgerton, MIW Winter 2010, and Katrina Campos, Fall 
2010, spearheaded the planning and coordination of the Saturday events with Prof. Goldenberg.  
Katrina was the Business Development Coordinator for an economic development organization 
called Ann Arbor SPARK, which has clients in Washtenaw and Livingston Counties in Michigan.  
Blaire was an Advance Officer for the Secretary of Defense.  
 
The first of the two jobs panels featured the following former MIW’ers; the second panel was 
comprised of MIW advisory board members and supporters. Although the panel members differed 
in age and experience, the advice given in both sessions did not differ. The lessons learned remained 
the same. What follows is an introduction to the panelists and a synopsis of the themes that arced 
across both panels. 
 
Blaire Edgerton chaired the first panel of five former MIW participants. Ellen Michaels, Fall 
2005, was an intern at the American Enterprise Institute for Scholar Norman Ornstein (UM A.M., 
’68; Ph.D., ’72),. Having received her master’s in security studies at Georgetown University, Ellen is 

                                                      
1One group of former students from Fall 2014 and Winter 2015 reported singing the song on their long drive home to 
New York after the festivities. A somewhat more subdued group of alumni reported humming it all the way back to 
Bethesda, a Maryland suburb of Washington, DC. 
 

http://www.lsa.umich.edu/michinwash
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now in the FBI, assigned to the White House Situation Room as senior deputy officer of one of the 
watch teams, providing information to the President and the National Security Adviser.  
 
Born and reared in Flint, Iman Abdulrazzak, Fall 2008, was an intern at Amnesty International. 
She took a year off to study Islamic theology, law, and Arabic grammar in Damascus before going to 
UM Law School. After graduation, Iman served as a housing attorney for AmeriCorp, clerked for 
The Honorable Denise Page Hood, U.S. District Court, Eastern District of Michigan, and now 
coordinates resettlement of Syrian refugees in Michigan. 
 
Katharina Obser Winter 2006, was an intern at the non-governmental organization Human Rights 
First.  Her internship turned into a full-time job. She left Human Rights First to get her master’s in 
Forced Migration Studies in South Africa, and then she returned to HRF.  She is now working for 
the Women’s Refugee Commission in Washington, DC as the Migrant Rights & Justice program 
officer. 
 
An internship at the National Women’s Law Center for English major Marsheda Ewulomi in 
Winter 2011 presaged her journey to law school and sharpened her passion for education policy. 
Marsheda taught 2nd-grade English in DC in Teach For America after she graduated from Michigan, 
and she has entered Northwestern University Law School. 
 
Gabriel LaPrairie already had enough credits to graduate when he found out about Michigan in 
Washington, but this kinesiology and economics major spent one more semester in school in Winter 
2008, in order to be an intern at the U.S. Treasury. Henry Paulson was Secretary of the Treasury 
then, and he and a number of senior Treasury officials came to government service from Goldman 
Sachs. After graduation, Gabe started at Goldman Sachs, and seven years later, he is Vice President 
in Credit Risk Management & Advisory Chair of the SLC Environmental Committee at Goldman 
Sachs. He is also on the board of directors for Dabgé, a small nonprofit that combats child 
trafficking in rural Benin in western Africa. 
 
The Honorable Dan Glickman, former U.S. Secretary of Agriculture, chaired the second panel, 
which featured UM alumni whose careers are already established. Secretary Glickman (UM A.B.’66) 
told the assembled current and former MIW students he was never afraid to try a new job.  He 
represented Kansas’ 4th District in Congress before becoming Agriculture Secretary.  He led the 
Motion Picture Association of America, and he is now a Senior Fellow at the Bipartisan Policy 
Center and Vice President of the Congressional Program at the Aspen Institute.  
 
David Fuss started out as a cellular and molecular biology major, but he did not like having to go to 
the chemistry lab on Saturdays and missing football games in the fall. A Washington, DC native, he 
spent his summers working for the National Transportation Safety Board, the Drug Enforcement 
Agency and the State Department, where he discovered international relations and political science, 
so he changed his major but kept up his interest in science and technology. He is now an attorney 
and shareholder at Wilkes Artis, Chartered, a Washington, DC law firm specializing in real estate and 
federal tax law; however, Mr. Fuss also has a keen interest in the intersection of intelligence 
gathering, technology and law. Although he cannot provide details on this work with intelligence 
agencies, he did divulge that he is a Wolverine football season ticket-holder. 
 

http://www.lsa.umich.edu/michinwash
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Norma Shapiro, former Legislative Director, American Civil Liberties Union of Massachusetts 
“was defined” by the protests on campus during the 1960s, and she continued to press for the 
causes she espoused as a young woman the rest of her life. “My husband likes to say I majored in 
extra-curricular activities” with a lot of political activism, she said. “My checkered career covers a 
great many liberal causes. One thing I have learned: nothing I have done is permanent. The issues 
come back…most of the time they come back in a slightly different form, and still, the work needs 
to go on.” 
 
Kevin G. Nealer was busy building a career as a foreign-service officer at the State Department 
when he was seconded to Senate Majority Staff office. He was not a trade expert when he arrived on 
Capitol Hill, but he soon learned. After a series of jobs in government service, he went into private 
practice as Principal and Partner at The Scowcroft Group. The Senate confirmed him as a member 
of President Obama’s Intelligence Advisory Board in 2014. Sino-American trade is Mr. Nealer’s 
primary interest. He told the audience he could never have predicted where he would end up, and he 
still marvels that the son of a janitor from Pennsylvania coal country is invited to the Oval Office for 
consultation. 
 
As Chief National Correspondent for The New York Times Magazine, Mark Leibovich writes 
columns about politics and profiles of those who practice politics. As the author of This Town: Two 
Parties and a Funeral—Plus, Plenty of Valet Parking!—In America’s Gilded Capital (2013), he rocked 
Washington with an unflinching portrait of the most powerful people in the nation’s capital, which 
became Number 1 on The New York Times Bestsellers List. He followed that book with a collection of 
his previously published profiles, Citizens of the Green Room: Profiles in Courage and Self-Delusion (2015). 
With his signature sardonic wit, Mr. Leibovich teased those in attendance, saying, “Michigan helped 
me to learn how to postpone adulthood for as long as possible.”  
 
The 10 speakers on the two panels agreed with one another’s comments and elaborated on the 
following themes throughout the Saturday-morning discussions. 
 
The importance of mentors 
Iman Abdulrazzak, the daughter of immigrants, said her MIW mentor, Laura Ariane (Laurie) 
Miller, former MIW Advisory Board Chair, changed her life by providing advice on how to apply 
for jobs and law school—advice her parents could not provide. “She took me very seriously. That 
was the first time anyone had taken me that seriously. I was too afraid not to listen (to her advice),” 
Iman said, referring to Ms. Miller’s insistence that Iman write her law school application essay and 
send it to Ms. Miller for review. “Everything is a lot more accessible when you do this program. 
Don’t be afraid to call upon your mentors for help...You’d be surprised how much people are willing 
to help.” 
 
The importance of networking, staying in touch with acquaintances new and old 
David Fuss mused that people he met at Michigan as an undergrad are still good friends. Years after 
graduation, at a training session at CIA, Fuss was among 15 people introducing themselves at the 
start of the session. One man went to UM, and Mr. Fuss and the other Wolverine felt an instant 
connection. “The Michigan experience brings together people… [the] camaraderie [is] special and 
tremendous.” 
 

http://www.lsa.umich.edu/michinwash
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Mark Leibovich observed that his editor at the San Jose Mercury News was a Wolverine, and they 
became best friends.  
 
Katharina Obser said, “Don’t forget you still have the MIW network. [I have] met with Edie 
Goldenberg multiple times.  These people in this room are also your resources. Networking is really 
important.” 
 
Willingness and Flexibility  
“I wasn’t the smartest guy, but I was the one willing to take on responsibility and learn,” said Kevin 
Nealer. “Be the person to volunteer to do something you know nothing about. Take an adaptive 
approach to career choices.” Make a plan, he said, but recognize no career will follow a plan 
precisely. Be willing to learn, innovate, and be flexible. “Have a plan, but don’t expect the plan to 
stay the same. It will change.”  
 
Do the slightest task well 
Paraphrasing John Foster Dulles, Secretary of State in the Eisenhower Administration, Mr. Nealer 
said, “Success in life is the cumulative attention to detail.” Do the small things well, he urged the 
audience because it’s really important to manage the small stuff. 
 
MIW helped Ellen Michaels recognize the value of hard work, even when it comes to doing menial 
jobs. Performing them well will show others what you can do, and you can build your career by 
demonstrating your abilities step by step, moving from task to task or job to job. “For most of us, 
it’s a staircase to these positions, not a flying leap.” 
 
That upward staircase demands you learn from your supervisors, Marsheda Ewulomi said, and you 
must appreciate their time in teaching you.  She said it showed her the “importance of humility and 
of saying ‘please’ and ‘thank you’” to bosses and co-workers.  
 

Not that I didn’t do that before MIW, but when you approach a task as a student, 
everything that you do you have to learn everything from scratch, even if you don’t 
think that you have to. [You do it,] so you show the person above you that you’re 
passionate.  The other thing is to take the initiative. My supervisor saw something in 
me and was able to trust me with more work. Drafts [of documents] are so 
important because these people don’t have a lot of time, and you have to know [what 
to highlight for different kinds of readers.] 
 
[You want to] come to them [supervisors] with answers; and, [you have to be] open 
to messing up. You should get used to tripping—not physically [laughter]! Even if 
we’re making copies, we’re going to do it with so much passion—although I don’t 
know how you make copies with passion—but I’m also going to ask for more work.  
If they trust you with something small, then they’ll trust you with something large. 

 
The importance of temperament, perseverance and friends 
Gabe LaPrairie worked at the Treasury Department just as the U.S. economy began to sink into the 
Great Recession. He admired those who worked at Treasury, having given up lucrative private-
sector employment for government service with long hours, low pay, and lots of criticism from 
outside the department. He remembered his supervisor as being even-tempered “through all the bad 

http://www.lsa.umich.edu/michinwash
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news every morning.” Losing his cool with every new bit of information would not help set the 
overall economy aright. The supervisor had to keep his eye on the goal. “Having that broader 
perspective helped. You don’t need to get so worked up over small things; keep your eye on the 
broader picture.”  
 
When he hires analysts to join his teams in risk assessment, he looks for sharp people, but he also 
looks for people with fortitude. “Perseverance is a very important thing. The smartest are not always 
the most successful. You may be at a disadvantage skills-wise, but sticking it out will help you 
overcome that.” 
 
Perseverance has been the key all of her working life, said Norma Shapiro, and her friends and co-
workers have bolstered her perseverance when she felt she was faltering. 

It’s a war of attrition…to push the society forward...Don’t stop. Keep 
going…Institutions matter. It was very important that I had the backing and support 
of the ACLU. When I had a really bad day, they were there to pat me on the back.  
 
You do make progress…The work is hard. The work is long, but it is very, very 
rewarding. [The work on campus in Ann Arbor in the 1960s] defined me. One thing 
I learned at Michigan was how to organize. It’s very important to understand all the 
little pieces because none of us can do it alone. 

 
Ask everyone for help when searching for a job 
Ellen Michaels exhorted the former students, “Don’t be afraid to make that ask.” 
 
Sometimes relatives are useful at “making that ask.” Ellen’s father was going to class, working on a 
master’s certificate.  A man from the giant defense contractor General Dynamics was in the same 
class. As part of an assignment to communicate a heart-felt desire succinctly on a bulletin board, 
Ellen’s father posted a note wishing someone would help his daughter find a job. The man from 
General Dynamics told her father to have Ellen get a hold of him, and he became her boss at 
General Dynamics. “Always just ask!” exclaimed Ellen. 
 
The importance of good writing and editing  
Katharina Obser stressed the importance of effective communication skills, although she sighed 
when she said concise writing was not her strength in school, and it has taken her ten years to tailor 
her message to her audience.  When she reads a job application essay, she asks herself, “Is this 
someone I’d want to hire [whose writing does not require] lots of editing?” 
 
Marsheda Ewulomi pleaded for clear communication. “If you are able to write, please, it will set you 
apart.” 
 
David Fuss pointed out that a career in the law requires being able to analyze information and 
convey that analysis to others, so good writing is essential. 
 
Not only do you have to write well, but you need to know how to edit others’ writing, said Ellen 
Michaels. “If you can be a constructive editor, everyone will bring you those documents—‘I need 
your assistance,’ —so you will learn about all the projects.” Your abilities to write and edit will move 
you up the career staircase. 

http://www.lsa.umich.edu/michinwash
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Lunch, Break-Out Sessions and How to Get a Job with the Federal Government 
Armed with sandwiches, salads, chips, cookies, and plenty of caffeine in one form or another, the 10 
panelists and audience members adjourned to four rooms with break-out meetings to continue their 
discussion on these topics: 

• Government and Law 
• Non-profits and Issue Advocacy 
• Private Sector 
• Media Relations and News 

The groups re-assembled thereafter to hear a 30-minute presentation by Ella Holman, Associate 
Manager of the Partnership for Public Service with tips on how to apply for a federal government 
job. The Partnership is a non-profit organization that encourages new college graduates to pursue 
careers in government. 
 
After spending the morning pondering what to do for the rest of their lives, the current and former 
students were ready for some fun, and Blaire Edgerton and Katrina Campos had just the thing to 
tickle the MIW’ers’ competitive nature: a scavenger hunt around Washington. The detailed 
instructions they devised are in Appendix 2.  
 
The Saturday morning panels and lunch took place at the University of California Washington 
Center, an 11-story building roughly four blocks north of the White House, where Michigan in 
Washington rents space to house and teach UM students. Before the scavenger hunt teams left the 
building, each team was given a Michigan pennant. Blaire and Katrina sent the teams off to Lafayette 
Square, the White House, the World War II Memorial and the Lincoln Memorial. At each stop, 
teams had to answer questions and take a “selfie” group photo, holding the pennant. The hunt 
began at 2:30 p.m., and all teams had to rendezvous at Stoney’s Bar at L and 21 Streets, Northwest, 
by no later than 4:45 p.m. At that time, Prof. Sally Katzen,2 who taught a class on administrative 
law and regulatory policy for several years in MIW, met the hot and thirsty teams and awarded the 
prize. The members of the winning team were: Alissa Cravens, Hannah Feldshuh, Ryan Eaton, 
Margaret (Maggie) Campbell, Iqra Nasir, Elizabeth (Liz) Abbott-Beaumont, Megan Doyle 
(all Winter 2015 MIW students), and Eric Ferguson (Winter 2014).  Each received a $25 
Amazon.com gift card. 
 
With careers discussed, questions answered, and prizes awarded, the Saturday 10th Anniversary 
events came to a close.  Saturday evening, former students from each semester of the past 10 years 
of Michigan in Washington got together for dinner in groups, comparing notes about what they had 
done since they lived together in a dormitory in Washington, worrying over their research papers 
and working at their internships four days per week. 

Fall 2015 and Winter 2016 Students 
From the U.S. House Speaker’s Office to the White House, from CBS News to the National 
Organization for Rare Disorders, 48 Michigan juniors and seniors completed internships in 36 
organizations. Other organizations where students worked included: the Departments of State, 

                                                      
2Among her many senior positions in government and private law practice, Sally Katzen was the head of the Clinton 
Administration’s regulatory policy office as Administrator of the Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs at the 
Office of Management and Budget. 

http://www.lsa.umich.edu/michinwash


  8 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
734-615-6491 www.lsa.umich.edu/michinwash MIWDC@umich.edu 
 
 

Treasury, Justice, Education, Commerce, and Health and Human Services; the National Defense 
University; The Heritage Foundation and Cato Institute; C-SPAN; the Quicken Loans federal 
government affairs office; think tanks, and non-profit organizations. The students worked at least 32 
hours per week at their internships. 
 
Not surprisingly, the most popular field of study for the program’s students continued to be Political 
Science; 25 of 48 students this academic year came from Political Science. Sixteen of those 25 were 
double majors, combining political science with another concentration. The Program in 
International & Comparative Studies and the Gerald R. Ford School of Public Policy sent seven and 
six students, respectively. MIW also attracted students in Industrial and Operations (2), Cellular and 
Molecular Biology (1), Biopsychology, Cognition and Neuroscience (1) and Modern Greek Studies 
(1).   MIW encourages students from all majors to come to Washington. Twenty-one fields of study 
were represented. Tables 1 and 2 at the end of this document show the internship placements and 
majors of the participants.  
 

Required Research Seminar 
When the Michigan in Washington Program started 10 years ago, no student submitted a research 
paper with a Twitter “hashtag” in the title.  That has changed.  “#YouStink” caught the reader’s 
attention in a paper about the 2015 protests in Lebanon. Social media, “old” media, iPhones, iPads 
and reality TV were some of the topics the students covered, along with U.S. campaign finance, 
post-traumatic stress disorder, and the U.S.—Iranian nuclear pact. Prof. Donald R. Kinder, former 
chair the Department of Political Science, taught the required research seminar both semesters. Each 
student was required to take the four-credit course on the basics of research design and execution. 
Each student chose his or her own topic for a 25- to 40-page paper, which included a literature 
review and original research.   
 
Five of the 48 students wrote about physical- or mental-health care topics; others tackled challenges 
faced by Latino Americans, Muslim Americans or Arab Americans. One summarized her research 
with a pun in her paper title: “When Putsch Comes to Shove: Examining the Varied Responses of 
Militaries Throughout the Arab Spring.” These are examples of the variety of topics listed in  
Table 3. 

Awards 
 

Truman Scholarship 
Amalia Gomez-Rexrode, Winter 2016, is one of 54 juniors from across the nation who won the 
national Harry S Truman Scholarship. Congress established the scholarship in 1975 to fund graduate 
education for juniors interested in public service. Sixteen panels interviewed 775 candidates 
nominated by 305 universities and colleges. Only 7 percent of those candidates won a scholarship, 
which is worth up to $30,000 for graduate school tuition and expenses. Winners come from each of 
the 50 states and U.S. territories. 
 
Amalia, a native of Washington, DC, is a double-major in cellular and molecular biology and 
political science. She is the only University of Michigan junior to win a Truman Scholarship this 
year. She plans to go to both medical school and public policy school. Poor people, under-
represented minorities and rural residents are less likely to receive adequate medical care in the U.S., 
and Amalia wants to change that. Amalia was an intern at the White House Domestic Policy Council 
Health Office during MIW, and before that, she was an intern at the U.S. Senate Committee on 

http://www.lsa.umich.edu/michinwash
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Health, Education, Labor and Pensions and the White House Initiative on Educational Excellence 
for Hispanics. 
 
MIW’s Mark Haidar, Winter 2016, was a University of Michigan finalist for the Truman Scholarship. 
Mark will begin his senior year in the Gerald R. Ford School of Public Policy.  Mark was an intern at 
the White House Domestic Policy Council Office of Urban Affairs, Justice and Opportunity. 
 
MIW’s Laura Ariane Miller Writing Award  
Amalia Gomez-Rexrode also won the Michigan in Washington Program’s Laura Ariane Miller 
Writing Award for fall semester.  Jamie Sanderson and Matthew Fidel were co-winners in the 
winter semester. The terms of the Laura Ariane Miller award are each student receives a $50 gift 
certificate for an unrevised research paper or a $1,000 scholarship for a revised paper. Amalia’s 
research paper title was, “Self-Reported Health Status as a Prevalence Indicator of Chronic Diseases 
and Conditions.” Jamie Sanderson wrote, “A Brief Overview of International Trade and the Impact 
of Regionally-Specific Product Regulation.” Matthew Fidel’s paper was titled, “Congressional 
Decision-Making and the Iran Nuclear Deal.” 
 
Laura Ariane Miller was the chair of the MIW Alumni Advisory Board and established the award for 
the best written research paper. The first Miller award was made to Winter 2014 MIW’er Lauren 
McCarthy. Ms. Miller established the award to promote good writing in MIW, and the award is 
given every semester. 
 
UM Library’s Undergraduate Research Award 
Bing Sun (“Sunny”), Winter 2015, won a $1,000, first-place prize for a single-term project in the 5th 
Annual UM Library Undergraduate Research Award competition. Sunny wrote her paper, “The 
Influence of Ethnic Minority Demographics on Provincial Preferential Policymaking in the Chinese 
College Admission System,” under Professor Goldenberg’s supervision in the MIW required 
research seminar.  
 
Sunny is going to Harvard Law School and is thinking about pursuing her love of research in a 
political science Ph.D. program thereafter. Sunny was an intern at the Pro Bono Institute while she 
was in MIW in as a junior. Professor Goldenberg (left), and Sunny (middle) joined UM Harlan 
Hatcher Senior Associate Librarian Catherine Morse for a photo (below) at the award 
presentation in Ann Arbor October 9, 2015. Ms. Morse is in charge of the government documents 
section, and as liaison from the library to MIW, she has worked with many MIW students on their 
research topics. 
 
 

http://www.lsa.umich.edu/michinwash
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A revised version Sunny’s paper will be published on the Pi Sigma Alpha undergraduate political 
science journal. Sunny was also selected as the recipient of the UM Political Science Department's 
William Jennings Bryan Leadership Award, given to the undergraduate who shows the most promise 
in political science.   
 
University of California Washington Center’s Photo of the Week Awards 
If you want to win a photo contest, try shooting the Washington Monument or a sunset. 
 
The University of California Washington Center (UCDC), where our Michigan in Washington 
students live, invites its residents to submit photos of themselves at landmarks around town. The 
prize for the weekly contest is a $25 Amazon.com gift certificate.   
 
Two MIW students, Jennifer Kwon and Marisa Tucci-Berube, won this year.  Jenn (far right in 
photo below) won the November 13, 2015 weekly contest with her group photo at a famous nearby 
landmark, captioned, “When in DC, pretend you’re a monument.” 
 

http://www.lsa.umich.edu/michinwash
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Pictured from left to right are Mackenzie Walz, Isabelle Labadie, Whitney Swart, Lily 
Adelstein, Michael Doa, and photographer Jenn Kwon. 
 
This is the second year a Michigan shutterbug has won the UCDC contest by submitting a picture 
taken at the Washington Monument. Margaret (Maggie) Campbell (Winter 2015) won the 
February 9, 2015 contest with a picture of five MIW women, locked arm in arm, looking at the 
Washington Monument at sunset. 

http://www.lsa.umich.edu/michinwash


  12 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
734-615-6491 www.lsa.umich.edu/michinwash MIWDC@umich.edu 
 
 

 
Sunset over the White House lawn was the subject for Marisa Tucci-Berube’s winning entry for 
January 15, 2016. The 1903 monument to Union General William Tecumseh Sherman is in 
President’s Park, east of the White House. 
 

Collaboration With Other Universities On Elective Courses 
Along with teaching the required research seminar, Prof. Don Kinder developed and taught a new 
elective, “Race and Politics in the American City.”  This elective was one of five classes open not 
only to Michigan students, but students from five other universities, all of whom live in the same 
building. MIW rents space from the University of California Washington Center, about four blocks 
north of the White House. Universities on the semester system housed at the University of 
California Washington Center include UC—Berkeley and UC—Merced, the University of Notre 
Dame, the University of Pennsylvania, Carnegie Mellon University, the University of San Francisco 
and Michigan, and these programs share electives.  Sharing courses with these six programs gives 
Michigan students several choices for electives, in addition to the Michigan courses offered each 
semester. 
 
Artistic director and playwright Ari Roth (A.B., ’82) again offered “The Politics of Theater: The 
Theater of Politics” in Winter 2016, with an all-time high enrollment of 30 students from the 
aforementioned campuses, including Michigan. The students attended and analyzed plays presented 
by Mr. Roth’s new theatrical troupe, Mosaic Theater, as well as Ford’s Theatre and Arena Stage. 
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A guest speaker every week is what you have to look forward to if you take Dr. Eric Trager’s “U.S. 
Foreign Policy in the Middle East,” which he taught both in Fall 2015 and Winter 2016. He 
discussed the complicated relationships among various groups, many of whom wish to remake their 
governments or national borders. One of his guest speakers was Jennifer Thaxton, U.S. 
Department of Defense Deputy Director for the Gulf and Arabian Peninsula and United Arab 
Emirates Country Director, who was in MIW in Winter 2006. 
 
Prof. Ken Goldstein, a Michigan alumnus (A.M., ’93; Ph.D. ‘96) taught students to understand the 
fundamental factors that drive elections in America and learn some of the skills employed by 
political professionals. Professor Goldstein is one of three analysts who monitor election returns and 
call races on Election Night for ABC News in New York City. He is the University of San Francisco 
internship program director. 
 
What museums exhibit and how they exhibit them were covered in Prof. Rosemary Joyce’s cultural 
policy class.  Many of the national museums were established in the 19th century, and Prof. Joyce 
examined this legacy compared to current questions about cultural sensitivity, repatriation of art to 
its original nation, and the international market for antiquities. Prof. Joyce is a University of 
California-Berkeley anthropologist, social archeologist, and Guggenheim Fellowship for Humanities 
recipient. 
 
Notre Dame Prof. Steven Billet taught “Lobbying, Money and Influence in Washington.” Prof. 
Billet worked in governmental affairs for AT&T for 18 years and researches PACs and campaign 
finance. Notre Dame Prof. Carlos Lozada, associate editor for The Washington Post, taught 
“American Political Journalism” in both fall and winter semesters. Prof. Lozada teaches his 
journalism course in the Post’s newsroom conference room and includes a number of editors and 
correspondents as guest speakers. The Post moved two blocks from its old building to brand new 
headquarter sat 13th and K Streets, Northwest in mid-December, so the Winter 2016 journalism class 
was the first to meet in the newspaper’s new home.  
  
 

Speakers 
One advantage of living at the University of California Washington Center for MIW’ers is having a 
range of guest speakers. Faculty and staff from U-Cal, Michigan, Notre Dame, Carnegie Mellon and 
the University of San Francisco pool their resources. (See Table 4 for a complete list.) Every 
Monday at 6:30 p.m., students return from working at their internships, go to the UCDC 
auditorium, and help themselves to a free sandwich or slice of pizza.  At 7:00 p.m., the faculty host 
introduces the guest speaker and begins an informal, off-the-record discussion. The last question the 
faculty member asks is always, “How did you get to the position you’re in today?” With few 
exceptions, guests respond their career trajectories tracked in unexpected ways. The keys to success 
most often cited are: intensive training; being open to new directions; hard work; and, a little good 
luck. At 7:00 p.m., the faculty member opens the floor to the students, and at 8:00 p.m., the 
assembly is concluded. 
 
One Monday-night talk did not take place at UCDC. Associate Supreme Court Justice Elena Kagan 
talked to students off-the-record at the U.S. Supreme Court building October 26, 2015. Although 
her answers were not for publication, she covered topics already public knowledge. She started the 
session by sitting in front of the assembled students, but she quickly stood up again, saying she 
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could not see everyone; therefore, everyone could not see her.  She remained standing for the hour. 
For that time, she seemed to re-assume being a law professor, as she was at the University of 
Chicago and Harvard, later serving as Harvard’s first female law dean. She explained the duties of 
being the U.S. Solicitor General, who represents the Administration before the Supreme Court, and 
how she had to recuse herself from several cases after she became an associate justice because she 
had presented the Administration’s point of view to the high court in her role as Solicitor General. 
Justice Kagan was humorous, as well as serious, and she complimented the students on their 
questions during the last 20 minutes. 
 
Justice Kagan is the fifth member of the U.S. Supreme Court to speak to the students in as many 
years. Wall Street Journal  Supreme Court correspondent and UCDC faculty member Jess Bravin is 
on an apparent mission to have each of the nine Justices speak at the center.  In 2014, Associate 
Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg told the students about working for women’s rights. In 2013, 
Anthony M. Kennedy told students he is not the swing vote on the Court, although most 
observers dispute that. The late Associate Justice Antonin Scalia discussed originalism with 
students in 2012, and Associate Justice Stephen Breyer sang the praises of majoring in philosophy 
as an undergraduate at Stanford when he addressed the assembly in 2011. 
 
Students receive academic credit for attending and writing about eight speakers. Students may attend 
the aforementioned Monday night speaking events, or they may go to events, panels or 
Congressional hearings held at venues other than the University of California building. Not all 
students attend all the same events. Table 5 has a list of some of the speakers the students this past 
academic year heard, including the President and Vice President. 
 

The Maryland Blue Crab Feast 
A Sunday on Maryland’s Eastern Shore September 20 provided much-needed relaxation for the fall 
students after their first month in Washington. MIW Advisory Board Member Barbara Carney-
Coston (A.B., ’72; A.M. ’76) and her husband, Bill Coston (A.B. ’72), hosted the day-long event at 
their home, featuring boating, swimming, and feasting. Michigan students were introduced to the 
joys of steamed Maryland blue crabs and taught how to crack the shells and extract the meat. 
Multiple other entrees, side dishes and desserts (including Zingerman’s brownies sent by alumni 
Bobbie and Sam Chappell) enticed partygoers with a range of tastes, producing a pleasant “food 
coma” in some students during the 90-minute bus ride back to Washington.  
 

National Gallery of Art Treasure Hunt 
Imagine a famous painting. Now, imagine you have blacked out the main subject of that famous 
painting. Could you identify “Whistler’s Mother” with just a black figure in the foreground, instead 
of a woman in a chair?3 Could you identify Andy Warhol’s works without Campbell Soup cans or 
Marilyn Monroe?  If you could, then you would have won extra points in the seventh annual 
National Gallery of Art treasure hunt. UM alumnus Steve Shindler (A.B., ’85) hosted the event for 
the Winter 2016 semester participants.  A company that specializes in devising treasure hunts, 
Watson Adventures, developed nearly three dozen mind-tickling questions about paintings that hang 
in the West Wing of the National Gallery in Washington. To increase the difficulty of the hunt, the 
hunt director also tested the students by showing altered copies of paintings that do not hang in the 

                                                      
3 “Whistler’s Mother” is the colloquial name. The proper title of James McNeill Whistler’s 1871 painting is 
“Arrangement in Grey and Black No. 1.” 
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National Gallery. The students competed in teams to see who could answer the greatest number of 
questions correctly in 90 minutes. Afterwards, the winning team went to the nearby Capital Grille 
restaurant on Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, and while Mr. Shindler treated them to steak dinners, he 
and the students compared notes on what it is like to be a Wolverine as a student and as an alumnus.  
Mr. Shindler also treated the rest of the students to pizza at UCDC. 
 

The International Spy Museum  
Some people are not who they say they are.  
 
Students were challenged to invent a cover story as part of a visit September 5 to the International 
Spy Museum.  The museum’s board of directors includes former officials of the American CIA, 
British MI-5, and Soviet KGB, and the museum has collected stories and artifacts from many 
countries going back several centuries, with special attention paid to World War I, World War II and 
the Cold War. The trip to the Spy Museum was sponsored by MIW Advisory Board member 
Stephen Biegun (UM AB ’86), Ford Motor Company Vice President for International 
Governmental Affairs and former national security adviser to then Senate Majority Leader Bill Frist. 
 

A Night at the Opera 
At the request of several students, the fall cohort went to the opera. Bizet’s Carmen was familiar to 
some students who are aficionados, but for opera novices, it was a gentle introduction. “I didn’t 
know that’s where that came from!” exclaimed one after hearing the “Toreador’s Song.” The 
seductress Carmen stole the hapless Don Jose away from his faithful girlfriend, Micaela; then, the 
toreador, Escamillo, stole Carmen away from the murderous Don Jose. By coincidence, the soprano 
who sang the role of Micaela at the John F. Kenndy Center for the Performing Arts September 29 
was Detroit native Jacqueline Echols.  
 

A Theatrical Reflection on Genocide 
Students attended Unexplored Interior, a play about an American college student caught up in legacy of 
the Rwandan genocide play, on Sunday, November 1, performed by Mosaic Theater, a new 
theatrical troupe co-founded by Mr. Ari Roth. He teaches “The Theater of Politics: The Politics of 
Theater” elective. An integral part of the play was a series of videos projected behind the actors on a 
screen as wide as the stage. Playwright Jay O. Sanders also used an unusual character to help tell the 
story: the ghost of Mark Twain.  Twain’s anti-war work, “The War Prayer,” was published 13 years 
after Twain’s death. Sanders used Twain’s criticisms of armed conflict as a theme throughout the 
play, and the ghost of Mark Twain provides a vehicle for the main character to explore the moral 
dilemma of peace versus just war theory. 
 

An Evening with Scrooge and Tiny Tim 
An adaptation of Charles Dickens’ A Christmas Carol at Ford’s Theatre November 22 made an 
enjoyable way to prepare for the holiday season. Students saw the play that was adapted by Michael 
Wilson and directed by Michael Baron, with actor Edward Gero as Ebenezer Scrooge. This 
particular adaptation of the famous story of stinginess-turned-to-generosity is a tradition in 
Washington, DC, with 400 performances in seven seasons at Ford’s Theatre. Over the years, patrons 
have donated $461,000 for local charities in a fund drive that is a part of the annual production. 
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UMDC Club’s Congressional Breakfast 
Winter semester students were once again guests of the University of Michigan’s Washington, DC 
Alumni Club for its 65th Annual Congressional Breakfast March 16, 2016 at the Hyatt Regency Hotel 
on Capitol Hill.  U.S. Representative Tom Price, R-Georgia, was the keynote speaker, and he 
recalled what life was like as a Michigan undergrad and medical student (UM BS ’76, MD ’79). A 
number of UMDC Club members serve on the MIW Advisory Board and work with students as 
mentors. This was UM President Mark Schlissel’s second Congressional Breakfast, and he posed 
for a photo with those MIW’ers in attendance. The official photographer for the event, Leigh 
Genetti, was an MIW’er in Winter 2009. 
 

 
The Congressional Breakfast was made all the more exciting this year by the Washington subway 
system shut-down. The afternoon before the breakfast, Metro announced it would cancel service on 
all subway lines for a general safety inspection. Some of the students pictured above worked up their 
appetite for breakfast by walking 16 blocks from where they live to the hotel. 

 
Before and After Washington 

A student’s experience in the MIW Program actually begins and ends in Ann Arbor, not 
Washington. The semester before they come to Washington, students enroll in a preparatory course 
in Ann Arbor. Graduate Student Instructor Josh Shipper has taught the prep class every semester 
since the Fall 2013, and he covers a myriad of topics: a review of the structure of federal 
government, business etiquette and office conduct, resume writing and interviewing tips, and help 
finding an internship.  
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Frequently, students who have been to Washington but must return to Ann Arbor to complete their 
degrees work for the program on-campus, and they have made significant contributions. MIW 
Ambassadors raise money, recruit students, teach incoming classes about what to expect in the 
nation’s capital, and generally make the program more responsive to students. Special thanks to 
MIW Ambassadors Mekarem Eljamal, Alexis Farmer, Kevin Flanagan, Andrea Hur, 
Alexandra (Sasha) Jason, Timothy (TJ) Sell, Naomi Smith, and Jack Turman. 
 
Kudos to Alexis Farmer, who organized, promoted, and co-hosted a panel titled "Influencing 
Change in the Nation's Capital: MIW Students of Color on their Time in D.C." The panel’s 
members were former MIW’ers Leslie Vazquez, Naomi Smith, Yulanda Curtis, and Amalia 
Gomez-Rexrode. First- and second-year UM students heard about opportunities MIW offers that 
might not be available in Ann Arbor. The event took place in Haven Hall on-campus in Ann Arbor 
April 6, 2016. 
 

10 Years of Experiential Learning  
Michigan in Washington is a collaborative affair.  That collaboration among current and former 
students, Washington-area alumni, staff, graduate student assistants, and faculty keeps the program 
not only going, but going strong. Under the direction of Prof. Edie Goldenberg, more than 500 
students have come from Ann Arbor to Washington, DC in the first 10 years of the program.  They 
are the most credible recruiters the program has, and they loyally volunteer their time, talent and 
treasure to continue to provide opportunities for Michigan students not available in Michigan. The 
collaboration continues past graduation, and the program continues to live because those Michigan 
“leaders and best” continue to keep it vital.   
 
        Margaret M. Howard, Ph.D. 
        MIW Program Manager    

  

http://www.lsa.umich.edu/michinwash


  18 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
734-615-6491 www.lsa.umich.edu/michinwash MIWDC@umich.edu 
 
 

 
 

Appendix 1 
Lyrics to the Michigan in Washington Song 

10th Anniversary Dinner at the National Press Club, Washington, DC, October 23, 2015 
 

Refrain: 
Mi-chi-gan in Wa-shing-ton, 
In-tern-ships and class-es too. 
Mi-chi-gan in Wa-shing-ton, 
We are e-ver Maize and Blue! 
 
Verse 1: 
The co-pies made and spread-sheets done. 
Com-mit-tee hear-ings, al-ways fun! 
It’s part of our ex-per-i-ence. 
It is the Mi-chi-gan dif-fer-ence! 
 
Verse 2: 
We count our pen-nies, count our dimes, 
On a bud-get, have a good time. 
The tour-ist sites, they bec-kon us. 
Hail, vic-tors of the Metro bus. 
 
 
The word “Wa-shing-ton” in the refrain is hyphenated to follow the manner in which it is sung and is not hyphenated 
using standard punctuation rules. In the refrain, each syllable in first, second and fourth lines is sung on a short, 
detached (staccato) note that produces a tiny silence between notes.  By contrast, the verses are sung smoothly (legato). At 
the 10th Anniversary dinner, all were invited to sing the refrain and snap their fingers in time.  The members of the  
a capella quintet performing the Michigan in Washington Song  were Fall 2015 students Ryan Freeland, Joseph Jozlin, 
Kayla Garthus, and Whitney Swart, along with Program Manager Margaret Howard, who composed it. 
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Appendix 2 
Michigan in Washington 10th Anniversary Celebration Scavenger Hunt 

Saturday, October 24, 2015 
 

Team Name (10 pts):  
Team Members:  
 
START: 2:30 p.m. 
University of California, DC Center 
1608 Rhode Island Avenue NW  
Washington, DC 20036  
 
First Stop – Lafayette Square 

(1) Take a team photo in front of St. John’s Episcopal Church (also known as “The Church of the Presidents” 
because every President since James Madison has attended service there. (10 pts) 

(2) Whose statue stands at the center of Lafayette Square? _________________________ (10 pts) 
(3) Take a group selfie with the statue – hopefully you brought a selfie stick! (10 pts) 
(4) Who was the square named after? (Hint – his statue resides in Lafayette Square) 

_____________________________________ (10 pts) 
 
Second Stop – The White House 

(1) What are the names of President Obama’s two dogs? ___________________________ (10 pts) 
(2) Take a group photo in front of the White House. (10 pts) 
(3) What is the name of the official guest house of the White House? (Hint – the house is located directly across 

from the Eisenhower Executive Office Building on Pennsylvania Avenue) 
__________________________________ (10 pts) 

 
Third Stop – The World War II Memorial   

(1) Find the pillar for the mighty state of Michigan; take a group photo! (10 pts) 
 
Fourth Stop – The Lincoln Memorial  

(1) Find the location on the front steps where Martin Luther King Junior gave his “I have a Dream” speech. In 
what year was this speech delivered? _______ (10 pts) 

(2) Take a group photo with the Lincoln Memorial in the background. (10 pts)  
(3) What two speeches are etched on the walls inside the Lincoln Memorial? ________________________ and 

______________________ (10 pts) 
 

END: Arrive no later than 4:45 p.m. 
Stoney’s Bar on L Street 
2101 L Street NW 
Washington, DC 20037 
 
Total Points: _____/120 pts 
 
Please note: In case of a tie, team name and time it took to complete the scavenger hunt will be used to determine the winning team.  
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Table 1 
 Internship Placements 

Fall 2015 and Winter 2016 Semesters 
 

American Enterprise Institute 
Arab American Institute 
Association of Community College Trustees 
Ayuda (social services organization for immigrants) 
Brookings Institution Center on U.S. and Europe 

Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck LLP 
CBS News 60 Minutes Unit and the Political Unit 
Center for Advanced Defense Studies Kleptocracy Unit  
Center for American Progress Enough Project Development Team 
Congressional Black Caucus Foundation 
Consumer Financial Protection Bureau Office of Enforcement Front Office 
C-SPAN Marketing Division 
Delta Airlines Department of Government Affairs 
HealthHIV 
Heritage Foundation 
Middle East Institute 
NAACP Legal Defense and Educational Fund, Inc. 
National Defense University: 

• Center for Complex Operations  
• Dwight D. Eisenhower School for National Security and Resource Strategy  
• Near East South Asia Center 

National Organization for Rare Disorders 
Office of the Speaker of the U.S. House Paul Ryan (R-WI 1st District) 
Office of U.S. Rep. Christopher Van Hollen (D-MD 8th District) 
Office of U.S. Rep. Justin Amash (R- MI 3rd District) 
Office of U.S. Sen. Gary Peters (D-MI) 
Penn Hill Group 
Public Defender Service for the District of Columbia 
Quicken Loans Government Affairs Team 
Smithsonian Institution: 

• National Museum of American History 
• Office of Policy and Analysis 

The Cato Institute Government-External Affairs Department  
The Washington Institute for Near East Policy 
Truman National Security Project and Center for National Policy 
U.S. Department of Commerce Bureau of Industry and Security Office of the Under Secretary 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 
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U.S. Department of Justice: 
• Consumer Protection Branch 
• Environment and Natural Resources Division Law & Policy Section 

 
U.S. Department of State Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights and Labor, Office of Near 
Eastern Affairs 
 
U.S. Department of the Treasury Inspector General for Tax Administration  
Communications Office 
 
White House: 

• Domestic Policy Council's Health Policy Team 
• Domestic Policy Council's Office of Urban Affairs, Justice and Opportunity 
• Executive Office of the President—Office of Management and Administration 
• Office of Dr. Jill Biden 
• Office of Presidential Personnel 
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Table 2 
Students’ Majors 

Fall 2015 and Winter 2016 Semesters 
 

Majors Fall 2015 Winter 2016 

   Afroamerican and African Studies 1  
Arabic, Armenian, Persian, Turkish 

and Islamic Studies  2 
Biopsychology, Cognition and 

Neuroscience 1  
Cellular and Molecular Biology 1  

Communication Studies 1 1 
Economics 2  

French 1  
History  3 

Industrial and Operations 
Engineering  2 

Program in International & 
Comparative Studies 4 3 

Middle Eastern and North African 
Studies 1  

Modern Greek Studies 1  
Philosophy 1  

Philosophy, Politics & Economics 1  
Political Science 13 12 

Program in the Environment 1  
Psychology  3 

Public Policy  6 
Spanish 1  

Sociology 1 1 
Women’s Studies 2  

 
Total number of students: 48 
Fall 2015=20 
Winter 2016=28 
 
Note:  
Eleven of the 20 students in Fall 2015 and five of the 28 students in Winter 2016 were double 
majors. One Fall 2015 MIW’er was a triple major. Half of the double majors combined political 
science with another subject (24/48 total in both semesters).  
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Table 3 

Research Topics 
Fall 2015 and Winter 2016 Semesters 

 
A Brief Overview of International Trade and the Impact of Regionally-Specific Product Regulation 
A Content and Cross-Case Analysis of HIV Prevention Plans for Recognition of and Focus on 
Black/African American Females  

A Sociological Analysis of the American Dream: Political Rhetoric and Its Reflection of Economic 
Opportunity 
American Foreign Policy Strategy: Are We Too Defensive? 
An Investigation of Higher Education Funding and Enrollment 

Beyond the Statue of Liberty: International Migrants' Selection of Settlement Regions in Relation to Local 
Economic Conditions 
Candidates' Favorability on Intra-Party Performance and Soft Factors for Determining Intra-Party 
Favorability 
Career Women in Film: Love, Stereotypes and Their Impacts 
Cartel Violence in Mexico 

Caught in the Act: How Depictions of Latinos as Perpetrators of Crime in Local TV News Affect Support 
for Immigration 
Congressional Decision-Making and the Iran Nuclear Deal 
Disparities in Public School Education in New York City: Defining Success 
Effectiveness of Affirmative Action Alternatives 
Following the Money: Do Unions Change Their Spending Habits After The Passage of a Right to Work 
Law? 

Four Decades of a Growing Federal Prison System 
How Do Alliances Win In International Conflicts? 
Issue-Based Polling and Candidate-Issue Ownership 
Latino Immigrants and Political Party Identification: Pathways to Politics 
LGBTQ+ Asylum Claims: An Examination of Development and Problems within LGBT Asylum Law 
Living Without Identity: Exploring the Effects of Strict ID Politics on Political Participation 
Media Coverage of the Ferguson Case: The Importance of Perceptions 
Money, Money, Money Must Be Funny in the Campaign World: A Look at Campaign Finance in 
Presidential Primaries 
Nuclear Energy in the United States: A Prognosis for Policy 
Prisoner Re-entry Programs: Do They Work? Comparison of Missouri and Texas 
Privacy v. Security: Exploring the Trade-off Between Civil Liberties and National Security 
PTSD in U.S. Veterans in Middle East Combat 
Puerto Rico: Moving Forward through Chapter 9 Reform 
Self-Reported Health Status as a Prevalence Indicator of Chronic Diseases and Conditions 
Strategies for International Agreement-Making Given Congressional Opposition: A Case Analysis of the 
Iran Nuclear Deal 
Term Limits and Good Government: A Policy Evaluation of Term Limits 
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The Effect of Transnational Arab-American Identity on Political Participation Among the Arab-American 
Community 

The Affordable Care Act and Mental Health Services: Expanding Coverage for an Essential Health Benefit 
The Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform and Consumer Protection Act Mortgage Origination Changes: 
Unintended Effects on the Mortgage Industry 
The Effects of Anti-Trafficking Laws on Prosecution Arrests 
The Effects of iPhone and iPad Applications on the Gender Gap in Computer Science 
The Energy Crisis on American Views on Energy 
The Forgotten Scars of Frontline Civilians: An Explorations of the Relationship Between the Mental 
Health Challenges of Deployed Civilian Contractors and OEF/OIF Veterans 
The Imazighen and the Copts: Modes of Participation in Impacting Post-Revolution Marginalization 
The Impact of Race and Gender in Survivor 
The Political Integration of Muslim Americans: Real and Perceived Barriers to Political Engagement 
The U.S. Prison System's Socio-economic Effects on Convicted Felons and Their Families 
Think Tanks' Solution Strategies for the Syrian Refugee Crisis 
Third Parties in Treaties: A Trick Or A Treat? 
To What Extent Could An Advance Market Commitment Incentivize the Production of Innovative 
Glioblastoma Multiform Treatments, and thereby Improve the United States' Economic Efficiency? 
Trumping the Competition: The Voters Behind "The Donald" 
U.S. Drug-Related Arrests and Policy 1970-2010 

When Putsch Comes to Shove: Examining the Varied Responses of Militaries Throughout the Arab Spring 
#YouStink: An Analysis of the 2015 Protests in Lebanon through the Lens of Skocpol's Theory on Social      
Revolutions 
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Table 4 
Guest Speakers at the University of California Washington Center 

Fall 2015 and Winter 2016 Semesters 
 
 
The Hon. Elena Kagan Associate Justice, U.S. Supreme Court (in chambers) 

 
The Hon. Dan Glickman Senior Fellow at the Bipartisan Policy Center and Vice President of the 

Congressional Program at the Aspen Institute, former U.S. Secretary of 
Agriculture and U.S. Representative from Kansas’ 4th District; UM A.B. 
’66 
 

The Hon. Ted Deutch 
 

U.S. Representative from Florida’s 21st District (D);  
UM Law ’90 and A.B. ’88. 
 

Irene Glowinski, Ph.D. Deputy Director, National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases, 
National Institutes of Health 
 

Shellie Bressler Advisor, U.S. House Foreign Affairs Committee Majority Staff 

Ann Ravel Commissioner, Federal Elections Commission 

Kevin G. Nealer Principal and Partner, The Scowcroft Group 

Stephen E. Biegun Ford Motor Company Vice President for International Governmental 
Affairs and former national security advisor to then Senate Majority 
Leader Bill Frist; UM A.B. ’86 
 

David Fuss Attorney and Shareholder, Wilkes Artis, Chartered 

Norma Shapiro Former Legislative Director, ACLU of Massachusetts 

John Lawrence Former Chief of Staff for then U.S. Speaker of the House  
Nancy Pelosi 
 

Anne Gearan The Washington Post Political Correspondent, lead reporter on the Hillary 
Clinton campaign 
 

John Sampson Microsoft Corporation’s Director of Federal Government Affairs 

Anita Dunn Former White House Communications Director for President Obama 
 

Hope Hall White House videographer 
 

Thea Lee AFL-CIO Deputy Chief of Staff, President’s Office; 
UM A.M. ‘94  
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Marc Sandalow 

 
University of California Washington Center Director,  
former San Francisco Chronicle Washington, DC Bureau Chief 

 
Ralph Nader 

 
Political activist, author of Unsafe At Any Speed (1965) 

 
Blaire Edgerton 

  
Advance team member, Office of the U.S. Secretary of Defense,  
MIW Winter 2010 

 
Ellen Michaels 

 
White House Watch Team Senior Deputy Officer, FBI,  
MIW Fall 2005 

 
Iman Abdulrazzak 

 
Attorney and coordinator of Syrian refugee resettlement in Michigan, 
MIW Fall 2008 

 
Katharina Obser 

 
Migrant & Justice Program Officer, Women’s Refugee Committee, 
MIW Winter 2006 

 
Marsheda Ewulomi 

 
Former Teach For America 2nd-grade English teacher in Baltimore, MD, 
MIW Winter 2011 

 
Gabriel LaPrairie 

 
Vice President in Credit Risk Management & Advisory Chair of 
the SLC Environmental Committee, Goldman Sachs, 
MIW Winter 2008 
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Table 5 
Washington-Area Speaking Events Attended By Students 

Fall 2015 and Winter 2016 Semesters 
 
Barak Obama U.S. President 
Joseph Biden U.S. Vice President 
The Hon. Stephen Breyer Associate Justice, U.S. Supreme Court 
The Hon. Paul Ryan Speaker, U.S. House of Representatives (R—WI 1st District) 
John Kerry  U.S. Secretary of State 
John Brennan Director, Central Intelligence Agency 
Loretta Lynch U.S. Attorney General 
Justin Trudeau Prime Minister of Canada 
Jeffrey Goldberg National Correspondent, The Atlantic 
Pete Williams NBC News U.S. Supreme Court Correspondent 
Jeh Johnson Secretary, Department of Homeland Security 
Rev. Al Sharpton Civil Rights Activist 
León Rodriguez Director, U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services 
Peter V. Neffenger Administrator, Transportation Security Administration 
Francis Collins, M.D., Ph.D. Director, National Institutes of Health 

Ta-Nehisi Coates National Correspondent, The Atlantic, and John D. and Catherine T. 
MacArthur Foundation “Genius Grant” winner 

William Ramos Director of Intergovernmental Affairs in the Office of the Secretary, 
Department of Commerce 

Arthur Brooks President, American Enterprise Institution 
Gerard Robinson Education Scholar, American Enterprise Institution 

David Azerrad Director of the B. Kenneth Simon Center for Principles and Politics, 
The Heritage Foundation 

Jim DeMint President, The Heritage Foundation 
Ben Sasse Senator (R-NE), United States Congress 
Steve Forbes Editor-in-Chief, Forbes Magazine 

Alejandra Ceja Executive Director, White House Initiative on Educational 
Excellence for Hispanics 

Cecilia Muñoz Director, Domestic Policy Council, The White House 

Tina Tchen Assistant to the President and Chief of Staff to the First Lady, The 
White House 

Tom Palmer Senior Fellow at Cato and Vice President for international programs 
at the Atlas Center 

Donté Stallworth Former NFL wide receiver and current journalist for the Huffington 
Post 

Nancy Bercaw Curator, National Museum of African American History and Culture 
General Joseph Votel Commander, United States Central Command (USCENTCOM) 
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C. J. Chivers Correspondent, The New York Times, member of the team awarded 
the Pulitzer Prize for Public Service, 2002 

Admiral (ret.) James Stavridis Dean of The Fletcher School, Tufts University 

Dr. Sean Solomon Director, Lamont-Doherty Earth Observatory; Associate Director 
for Earth Systems Science, Earth Institute 

William B. Ransford Professor of Earth and Planetary Science, Department of Earth and 
Environmental Sciences, Columbia University 

Brian Lamb Chairman and Founder, C-SPAN 
Steve Scully C-SPAN senior executive producer and political editor, host of 

morning call-in show, Washington Journal  
Karim Sadjapour Carnegie Endowment for International Peace 

Brian Glenn Office of the Secretary of Defense 

Jennifer Thaxton 
U.S. Department of Defense Deputy Director for the Gulf and 
Arabian Peninsula and United Arab Emirates Country Director; 
Michigan in Washington Winter 2006 student. 

Matthew Zweig U.S. House Foreign Affairs Committee, majority staff 

Candace Putnam Director of Egypt Office at State Department, former U.S. Consul-
General in Alexandria 

Douglas Feith Former U.S. Undersecretary of Defense, 2001-2005 

Abigail Hauslohner Former Cairo bureau chief, Time Magazine and The Washington Post 

Ryan Greer CEO of Vasa Strategies, a consulting firm that focuses on 
countering violent extremism 

Michael Yaffe Political adviser to the envoy for Israeli-Palestinian negotiations, 
Department of State 

Nancy Youssef Correspondent, The Daily Beast, and former Cairo bureau chief for 
McClatchy Newspapers  

John Powell University of California, Berkeley School of Law Professor 

William Kovacic Global Competition Professor of Law and Policy, The George 
Washington University 

Dr. Marcia Chatelain Associate Professor, Department of History, Georgetown University 
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