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the power
The University of Michigan endorses global education as an essential 
part of the undergraduate experience. The Center for Global and Inter-
cultural Study (CGIS) is the gateway empowering students to explore the 
wide variety of options available for them to pursue learning around the 
world. CGIS offers undergraduates more than 70 programs in 30 coun-
tries — from short-term summer service learning projects to traditional 
year-long study abroad. As well as intensive language learning through 
immersion in another culture, students on CGIS programs have par-
ticipated in unique research in art history, clinical psychology, nursing, 
media studies, microbiology, sociology, comparative literature, and more.

Our largest-ever fundraising campaign is 
ambitious, visionary, purposeful — worthy 
of the name “Victors.” The $400 million 
goal is built upon the cornerstone of the 
liberal arts: the idea that a powerful, prag-
matic education can transform hearts and 
minds, can solve problems in a changing 
world, can yield ideas and innovation 
across every discipline. That’s why we are 
focused on raising money so that the best 
and brightest minds can have access to 
the College through robust scholarship 
support, no matter their financial circum-
stances. So too are we committed to help-
ing every student acquire not just knowl-
edge in the classroom, but experiences 
outside the academy including innovative 
entrepreneurial efforts and internships. We 
strive to support our faculty on the front-
lines of research, and steward our planet, 
our community, our campus. To do all 
this, and so much more, the College needs 
you — because the world needs Victors.



the opportunities
Experiencing differences and similarities between 
a host country and their home country expands stu-
dents’ global perspectives. Studies show that cultural 
immersion helps undergraduates obtain a greater 
awareness of global affairs, including political, educa-
tional, societal, and economic issues. As they develop a 
more mature worldview, students gain a deeper under-
standing and respect for global issues. CGIS provides a 
variety of learning formats to fit students’ unique range 
of interests and needs so that all participants have 
the opportunity to achieve the academic and personal 
growth made possible by our global programs. And 
research shows that studying abroad sets new gradu-
ates apart from their peers in the job market. Employ-
ers are looking for the soft skills that students typically 
develop abroad, such as critical thinking, self-suffi-
ciency, flexibility, communication skills, as well as 
intercultural knowledge and awareness. Through the 
experience of a global education program, our students 
gain a competitive advantage in securing their first job 
after graduation and as they build their careers.

the impact
The number of students participating in global experi-
ences has been steadily growing—thanks in large part 
to the funding provided by LSA Global Experience 
Scholarships. As interest grows, it is vital that the 
College have the resources to be able to provide study 
abroad experiences for all students who have a desire 
to engage the world and learn about another culture 
from first-hand experience.

SPRING/SUMMER INTENSIVE LANGUAGE  
IMMERSION COURSES  
$2.5M endowed/$125,000 annually

Short-term study abroad programs are becoming increasingly 
popular and accounted for 49.7% of all students nationally who 
studied abroad in 2010. Also shorter programs allow students 
in more structured degree programs to gain global experience 
without falling behind. LSA’s spring- or summer-term intensive 
language immersion courses enable students to complete the 
final two courses of their language requirement during one 
intensive six- to ten-week term. Students deepen their comfort 
and fluency in a language through direct immersion as they live 
with host families, receive four hours of language instruction 
each day, and participate in the life of the community through 
activities such as interviewing locals or interacting with vendors. 
The specialized curriculum structure of CGIS language immer-
sion courses, which is designed to generate more interactions 
between students and local people within the host culture, sets 
this program apart from similar programs at other institutions. 
But, we have more demand than capacity for every language and 
cannot offer a spot to every student who wishes to participate. 
Endowed funding would provide the resources for 10 courses 
to be offered each year. Ideally, we would like to offer language 
courses, such as Korean, Japanese, Arabic and Mandarin, as 
well as Romance languages, where the University already has a 
strong overall program, with the potential for additional offer-
ings in less commonly taught languages.



contact inFo
Development, Marketing, and
Communications, College of LSA

500 South State Street, Ste 5000
Ann Arbor, Michigan 48109-1382

P.734.615.6333
F.734.647.3061

www.lsa.umich.edu
www.lsa.umich.edu/cgis

GLOBAL INTERCULTURAL EXPERIENCE FOR  
UNDERGRADUATES (GIEU) 
$2.5M endowed/$125,000 annually

The Global Intercultural Experience for Undergraduates is a 
program that offers students the opportunity to extend their 
learning beyond traditional classroom boundaries by engaging in 
short-term (three or four week) summer service projects around 
the world and across the U.S. Cohorts of 12 to 15 students attend 
a class during the winter term and conduct fieldwork with their 
instructor during the summer. Then they share their experiences 
at a symposium for the University community in September. 
Projects benefit local communities and students earn academic 
credit as they work closely with community members. The GIEU 
Program is unique because it combines study abroad with a 
service-learning program and, since its creation in 2002, has 
appealed to those who are less likely to study abroad (first 
generation college, students with financial need, athletes, stu-
dents of color, and students in the STEM fields). Endowing GIEU 
would enable the program to continue to offer eight sites for 
community work each summer. Currently, courses are scheduled 
as funding is secured on a year-to-year basis. An endowment 
would make it possible for GIEU to develop a network of com-
munity projects around the world.

GLOBAL COURSE CONNECTIONS (GCC)
$2M endowed/$100,000 annually

During the fall or winter term, students enroll in courses that 
have a field-based component, ranging from 18 to 30 days, 
which takes place at the conclusion of the academic term. 
Participants travel with classmates and their instructor to a field 
site where they practice skills and experience first-hand what 
they have studied in the classroom. Students earn additional 
credits for this off-campus component, which may encompass 
linguistic and cultural immersion, service projects, or individ-
ualized research. Because classes are small, participants work 
very closely with a U-M faculty member, making GCC courses 
an ideal gateway experience to prepare students for subsequent 
longer time spent abroad. Also the shorter duration enables stu-
dents who are unable to devote a semester or summer off-cam-
pus to participate in a global experience. Currently, courses 
are scheduled on a year-to-year basis as funding is secured. 
Endowed funding would enable GCC courses to be scheduled 
years in advance so students could take prerequisites and plan 
their coursework to include a global component.

LSA GLOBAL EXPERIENCE  
SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM 
$25,000 endowed minimum/ $10,000 annually

Scholarship support is vital to enable more LSA students to 
study abroad and prepare to be global citizens. Although every 
trip differs in its programmatic and travel costs, the average 
financial commitment is a sizeable burden for many interested 
students. The LSA Global Experience Scholarship Program 
strives to provide financial support to students with demon-
strated financial need who are participating in CGIS programs. 
Many more undergraduates have been able to participate in 
a global experience because of scholarship support, and the 
demand continues to grow. Scholarship awards vary depending 
upon the length and cost of the program and the level of student 
financial need. Support is awarded to help with tuition and pro-
gram fees, as well as airfare, insurance, and travel costs.

GLOBAL CURRICULUM INITIATIVE
$10,000 to $50,000 annually

Because CGIS programs emphasize significant engagement 
with the local culture—traveling to non-traditional destinations, 
collaborating with local partners, and offering students opportu-
nities to work directly with the local population—faculty leaders 
must develop their curriculum by establishing on-site connec-
tions prior to the arrival of their cohort of students. Funding 
is needed to enable faculty leaders to visit a location to plan 
activities, budget more accurately, anticipate and preemptively 
trouble-shoot problems, make necessary arrangements with 
local people who will be working with students, and work closely 
with CGIS staff to create a well-rounded program for undergrad-
uates. Support that enables faculty to focus fully on developing 
their site program will result in a richer and more innovative 
experience for our students, as well as make possible a greater 
variety of site offerings.  

WAYS TO FUND YOUR GIFT
Your gifts of cash, pledges, or appreciated securities change  
lives. Wills, estate, and planned gifts allow you to create a lasting 
legacy that will enable the best and brightest minds to experience  
a liberal arts education, solve problems in a changing world, and  
yield ideas and innovations that will make a difference in Michigan 
and around the globe. 


